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An invitation to our corporate sector 

 
 

The Australian Society for Microbiology (ASM) invites corporate sponsorship and the 
establishment of a mutually beneficial partnership. 
 
The NSW/ ACT branch (the Branch) holds the largest portion of ASM membership and works to 
provide its members greater access to programs and initiatives and continued professional 
development. It offers several substantive awards to students and members working in  industry 
and academia and holds numerous events across the year to engage with microbiologists across 
private and public sectors, including clinical, pharmaceutical and cosmetic, environmental, 
public health, food, biotechnology, and research (serology, virology, molecular biology etc.). 
 
The Branch invites you as a sponsor as part of your marketing strategy and for access to its 
membership to disseminate information on your organisation and its products/ services. 
 
Please examine the sponsorship packages presented in  the following pages which include 
general sponsorship of the Branch and/ or sponsorship of specific events. Sponsorship can also 
be accessed through ASM special interest groups (SIGs) who hold their own specialist events. A 
commitment to the NSW/ ACT branch’s corporate sponsorship or its SIGs should not discourage 
or substitute company involvement with the national body of the ASM or individual company 
initiatives such as supporting their own speakers to meetings in  Australia or supporting specific 
meetings. 
 
Please view our offerings and complete the accompanying application form. The Branch has 
invested considerable effort, time and expense in  establishing more effective communication 
with its members across the many facets of electronic media, reflecting the way microbiologists 
work today. This infrastructure is the cornerstone providing credibility to the sponsorship 
package, which may also provide opportunities to add value for corporate partners. 
 
Decisions to take up the offer are totally at the company’s discretion and should be based on 
sound business judgment and the value evident from the opportunities seen after reading this 
prospectus. 
 
All enquiries concerning the prospectus and sponsorship packages should be directed to Dr 
Carola Venturini (email: carola.venturini@sydney.edu.au) as current Corporate Sponsorship 
representative of the Branch’s Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:carola.venturini@sydney.edu.au
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About the ASM 
 
The Australian Society for Microbiology (ASM; the Society) is the peak professional body 
representing microbiologists in  Australia. It was founded in  1959 by a group of eminent 
microbiologists and is an incorporated society approaching 20 0 0  members. Each state is 
represented by a local branch promoting and supporting local microbiology. 
 
Members of the Society have a diverse range of interests and accordingly several Special In terest 
Groups (SIGs) exist to cater for specialised needs. The SIGs in  the NSW/ ACT branch include:  

• The Clin ical Microbiology and Diagnostics SIG -  focused on bringing together the 
clinical microbiology and diagnostics industries in  a relaxed professional setting. 

• The LGBTQIA+ and Allies Microbiology Network – a network facilitating 
engagement within the LGBTQIA+ microbiology community.  

 
The Society is a non- profit organisation with the primary aim of advancing the science of 
microbiology in  Australia. 
 

 

About the NSW/ ACT Branch of ASM 
 
The NSW/ ACT branch of the ASM (the Branch) has its own budgetary responsibility for 
promoting and supporting the development of microbiology within NSW and the ACT. The 
Branch is extremely active (more than 40 0  members) and regularly attracts large numbers of 
attendees to its meetings and professional initiatives. The demands for hosting high- quality 
meetings are not without cost. The National body provides only partial funding which is not 
sufficient to meet the increasing costs of running the Branch. In  recent times, the philosophy of 
“user pay” has meant that the venues often used for branch meetings are no longer free. Room 
hire and security costs can be discouraging for the organisers of these events. The aim of this 
prospectus is to provide a consolidated resource for helping to fund meetings and provide 
opportunities for our corporate partners with our members.  
 
The Society is committed to growing its membership through continuing education, added value, 
and high- quality meetings. Several initiatives have also expanded the number of prizes and 
awards available to members, especially students and early career researchers. Securing the 
necessary funding for these initiatives has required more creative approaches to sponsorship, 
particularly given corporate sponsors’ growing concerns associated with value received in 
return. To address this the Branch offers sponsors direct access to the large number of product 
users and decision- makers who make up the bulk of its membership via  the official newsletter, 
Syntrophy, and keystone Branch events. This approach allows companies to support members 
at the grassroots level while networking with local users and to get a better understanding of 
localised research needs as a measure of substantial, meaningful value for their involvement. 
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About Syntrophy – the Official Newsletter of the NSW/ ACT 
Branch of ASM 

 
Syntrophy, the NSW/ ACT branch newsletter, is an electronic publication distributed to all NSW 
and ACT members of ASM and is the primary mode of communication for the NSW/ ACT branch 
and members. 

The evolution of this newsletter from a simple publication to the current electronic version is an 
indication that the Branch is also evolving towards the future. Syntrophy is now much more than 
just a newsletter -  it is a medium through which all facets of microbiology can be communicated 
in  an interactive form. It links news and professional information with e- mail and the Web 
simultaneously, making them easily accessible. Members can use this medium for direct access 
to the national and local arms of the ASM, browsing websites with a single click, and contacting 
organisers of meetings via  hyperlinks. 

It allows readers to:  

• Gain the latest microbiology information from around the world 
• Discover the research in  which young (student) microbiologists are involved 
• Access future employers (especially valuable for young graduates and students) 
• Apply for awards 
• Obtain information about upcoming events. 
 
Four editions are issued each year commencing in  February. Companies, through corporate 
sponsorship, have the exclusive opportunity to be part of this wealth of information. Past issues 
of Syntrophy are available for viewing at https:/ / asm- nswact.org.au/ syntrophy/  . 

An example Syntrophy issue from 20 26 can be found here: https:/ / asm- nswact.org.au/ wp-
content/ uploads/ 20 26/ 0 6/ Syntrophy- Jan- 20 26.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

            Klebsiella  pneumonia e cells. 
     Courtesy of Dr Bill Söderström, UTS 

https://asm-nswact.org.au/syntrophy/
https://asm-nswact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Syntrophy-Jan-2026.pdf
https://asm-nswact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Syntrophy-Jan-2026.pdf
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About NSW/ ACT Branch Events 
Branch and SIGs events usually consist of presentations by researchers and key opinion leaders 
from academia, industry, and government followed by networking sessions. Branch events are 
held annually or biannually -  https:/ / asm- nswact.org.au/ events/ . SIG events are held more 
often throughout a year.  

Branch events for 20 26/ 20 27 include: 

• Annual General Meeting -  Annual event for important Branch business followed by a  
seminar by Branch members and a get- together for dinner and drinks. 
The 20 26 AGM will be held on the 25th of August a t the NSW Tea chers Federa tion 
Conference Centre in Surry Hills . There will be two semina rs delivered a t the event, one by 
a n emerging microbiologist resea rcher (ECR) a nd one by a  senior expert. 

• Goldsworthy Memorial Lecture – A biannual event with a plenary seminar by an eminent 
microbiologist, often in  the form of an overview of their lifetime achievements, 
accompanied by dinner. For more information on Neil Goldsworthy, see here. 
The 20 26 Goldsworthy ora tor will be Distinguished Prof Ia n Pa ulsen, ARC La urea te Fellow, 
a nd Director of the ARC Centre of Excellence in Synthetic Biology a nd the Austra lia n 
Genome Foundry. The ora tion will be held on 10 th of September 20 26 a t the Sydney 
Ma sonic Centre. https:/ / a sm- nswa ct.org.a u/ noticeboa rd/   

• ‘Bugs by the Beach’ -  A biannual microbiology meeting held at a relaxing costal location. It 
brings together 60 –10 0  NSW/ ACT researchers, clinicians, students, and industry 
professionals for research presentations on bacteria, viruses, fungi, parasites, and other 
microorganisms. The meeting is designed to foster collaboration, networking, and the 
exchange of cutting- edge research. The location traditionally alternates between 
Wollongong and Newcastle. 
The 20 26 meeting will be held in Newca stle in November. 

• Branch Christmas Party – Celebrating another year passing, another plate streaked, 
another gene sequenced, another disease cured! Held in  December every year. 

• Sydney Micro Meeting -  A one day scientific meeting focused on academic microbiology. 
Traditionally held annually at the University of Sydney. 

• Awards Night (Nancy Millis and Dena Lyras awards) -  Occurring annually. This event 
showcases the talents of local PhD students in  microbiology and early career junior 
Postdoc researchers. Typically, 4- 6  finalists are chosen to present their research in  person, 
with the winner receiving the respective award funding them to attend the ASM National 
Meeting and present their work there.  

• Other events held every second year are: The February Meeting (plenary talk by a high-
profile speaker on their area of expertise, accompanied by a dinner and social mixer); 
Sydney Clinical Meeting (one- day meeting consisting of talks focused on advances in  
clinical microbiology); Careers Night (for microbiology undergraduates and postgraduates 
to meet senior microbiologists and get career  advice from them. Usually, 4- 5 speakers are 
invited to outline their career path in  microbiology and make themselves available for 
student questions and discussions). 

SIG events can also be sponsored through direct discussion with the SIGs convenors (e- mail 
details provided at the end of this prospectus).  

https://asm-nswact.org.au/events/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1834-7819.1997.tb00199.x
https://asm-nswact.org.au/noticeboard/
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Detailed Corporate Sponsorship Package Options 
In the FY 20 26/ 27, the Branch is offering multiple sponsorship packages to choose from 
including: 

• General sponsorship 

and 

• Sponsorship of events (including SIG events) 
 
 

General sponsorship 
 

Silver | $150 0 * 
 
This package is open to four companies only. 
 
Silver sponsors will enjoy the following benefits: 

• Logo advertisement in  each issue of Syntrophy (half- page) 
• Acknowledgement at signature Branch events including Sydney Micro Meeting 

and the Sydney Clinical Meeting 
• Acknowledgement of support at all SIGs meetings 
• Opportunity to present marketing material (i.e. pens, flyers) at events 
• Company logo and link to sponsor’s website on the ASM NSW/ ACT webpage and 

in  Syntrophy  
• Opportunity to advertise job vacancies on the ASM NSW/ ACT webpage and 

Branch social media sites. 
 
 

Gold | $30 0 0 * 
 

This package is open to two companies only. 
 
Gold sponsors will enjoy the following benefits:  

• All benefits as in  Silver sponsorship package (above). Logo advertisement to be 
full- page 

• Headline sponsorship of a marquee Branch event (either Sydney Micro or Sydney 
Clinical Meeting) 

• Opportunity to present marketing material (i.e. pens, flyers) at one marquee 
meeting 

• Opportunity to give a 20 - minute sponsor presentation at one marquee meeting 
 

*no GST pa ya ble 
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 Tenure is for one year beginning the 1st of July 20 26. 

 
Event sponsorship (including SIGs events) 
 
$750 ** 
 
The Goldsworthy Oration, Annual General Meeting, Branch Christmas Party, Award Night and 
other Branch events are open for sponsorship.  
 
This offers: 

• Company logo and link to sponsor’s website in  advertisements for the event 
• Opportunity to present a trade display and/ or marketing material (i.e. pens, flyers) 

at the event 
• Opportunity to give a 15- minute sponsor’s presentation at the event 

 
For SIG Events, please contact SIGs convenors (e- mail details provided at the end of this 
prospectus). 

 
**no GST pa ya ble. Contribution sum for event sponsorship is  open to negotia tion. 

  



     
 

NSW/ ACT BRANCH  
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP FY 20 26- 20 27 
 Conditions of Agreement   

1. Acceptance of Application and Payments 
Acceptance of sponsorship can only occur through the application form attached to the 
prospectus and acceptance of the terms and conditions of the offer. Acceptance of 
sponsorship is solely at the discretion of the Branch. Once sponsorship quotas have been 
accepted, any subsequent companies will have their application retained and receive a full 
refund of any monies forwarded. These companies will be placed in  a  queue based on order 
of receipt. They will be given first preference for filling any subsequent sponsorship 
vacancies. 

2. Limitation of liability and indemnity 
The Australian Society for Microbiology (the Society) and any other members, employees 
or agents of the Society (including the Branch) are not responsible to the Client or any users 
of electronic data transmission for any loss or damage arising directly or indirectly from 
the provision of the services whether under this agreement or not, whether provided with 
the Company’s or Client’s authority or not, and whether arising in  contract, tort or 
otherwise. This includes virus infection, hacking and/ or access to illegal sites. No 
Responsibility for the content of the successful companies’ web site(s) and links. It is the 
sole responsibility of all users to have appropriate virus protection and/ or appropriate 
firewall protection for their sites, e- mail and computers. 
 
The Company or Client indemnifies the Society and the Branch against all claims, loss, 
damages, or costs arising out of the use of the results of the sponsorship. 

3. Liaison with Branch Committee 
Day to day liaison between the NSW/ ACT branch of ASM (the Branch) and the Company or 
Client in  relation to the services must be conducted between the Committee member(s) 
responsible for Corporate Sponsorship (currently Dr Carola Venturini – 
carola.venturini@sydney.edu.au ). 

4. Variation of the agreements 
This agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties and may only be 
varied if the Branch and the Company or Client agree in  writing. 

5 . Promotional Material 
It is the company’s responsibility to provide to the newsletter editor all promotional 
material for publication in  Syntrophy. Release dates of Syntrophy will be provided to 
sponsors in  advance. All sponsorship material must be supplied by the company via  
standard formats (e.g. Microsoft Word/ Adobe Acrobat documents or jpeg images) and 
include the appropriate address links and/ or e- mail addresses. All submitted material will 
be subject to editorial discretion of the Branch and must pass the Branch Guidelines and 
should be primarily informational based rather than glitzy marketing. No prices, no 
criticism of other products, etc. will be permitted. The location and positioning of all 
material will be at the sole discretion of the Branch although every effort will be made to 
rotate positions.  
 

mailto:carola.venturini@sydney.edu.au
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 Although every possible flexibility will be afforded to companies, especially with product 

launches etc., this will not be at the expense of any other company’s sponsorship rights or 
the quality of the newsletter. 

6 . Cooperation to carry out agreement 
The Branch and Company or Client must do everything necessary to carry out this 
agreement. Every attempt will be made to remedy any shortcomings in  delivery of service 
by the Branch. The Branch acts in  good faith to provide the services as outlined in  the 
prospectus and to resolve any problems encountered. Any issue that remains unresolved 
needs to be addressed to the Chairperson of the Branch for resolution and 30  days from 
the time of written notification be given for an appropriate response and strategy to rectify 
the issue by the Branch. If a company remains dissatisfied with the outcome, then 
termination of the agreement will be pursued in  accordance with the conditions for 
termination. 

7. Notice of Termination 
Sponsorship termination must be indicated as soon as possible in  writing and by mutual 
agreement between the NSW/ ACT branch of ASM and the company. In  all cases of 
termination by the company, there will be no refund of monies received by the society. 
 
Any link found to be a problem in regard to unauthorised access to prohibited sites, virus 
invasion or hacker access will be immediately suspended without notice. 

8. Termination of the agreement 
Either party may terminate this agreement immediately by written notice to the other party 
if the other party breaches any provision and fails to remedy the breach within 30  days of 
receiving written notice to do so. 
 
The Branch may terminate this agreement immediately by notice in  writing if there is: 
 

I. an application to wind up or liquidate the Company or Client (otherwise than for the 
purpose of reconstruction or amalgamation) under any law or government 
regulation relating to bankruptcy or insolvency 

II. an appointment of a receiver for all or substantially all the property of the Company 
or Client 

III. an assignment or attempted assignment by the Company or Client for the benefit of 
its creditors 

IV. a right of termination specified in  this agreement 

9 . Assignment of the Company’s or Clients rights 
The Company or Client may not assign any of its rights under this agreement without the 
prior written consent of the Branch. 

 
  



     
 

NSW/ ACT BRANCH  
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP FY 20 26- 20 27 
 

Application Form and TAX INVOICE  

for ASM Branch ABN 24 0 65 463 274   

20 26/ 27 Corporate Sponsorship   

  
Applications are only available attached to the prospectus. Any verbal acceptance of the prospectus 
following its release must be followed up within seven full working days, with the acknowledgment 
signed and application form endorsed. Full payment should be received by the relevant office, within 
seven days of sponsorship acceptance, as outlined in the prospectus. 
 

 

Company name: 
 
Company address: 
 
 
 
  I/ We 
 
                           accept the following sponsorship package and terms and conditions 
                           outlined in  the prospectus (please tick). 
 

  Gold      Cost: $3,0 0 0            
 
  Silver       Cost: $1,50 0             
 
  Event      Cost: $750                 

 
 
Signature 
 
 
Phone 
 
Email 
 
 
Send completed form by e- mail to Dr Carola Venturini * 
 
For sponsorship of SIG events – contact: 
 
The Clin ical Microbiology and Diagnostics SIG – Dr. Maurizio Labbate  
The LGBTQIA+ and Allies Microbiology Network – Dr. Maurizio Labbate  
*Sponsorship applications will be brought to the NSW/ ACT Branch committee for consideration. 
Upon acceptance, payment details will be communicated via email to the person(s) listed on  this 
form. 

 

mailto:carola.venturini@sydney.edu.au
mailto:maurizio.labbate@gmail.com?subject=Clinical%20Microbiology%20SIG%20Sponsorship
mailto:maurizio.labbate@gmail.com?subject=LGBTQIA+%20Microbiology%20Network%20Sponsorship
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