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ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH  

EARLY CAREER MICROBIOLOGY EDUCATOR AWARD 
Award: The Award is a contribution of up to $1000 (towards ASM Annual 
National conference registration / airfares / accommodation) to assist the 
recipient to attend the Australian Society for Microbiology Annual National 
conference and present at EduCon in the same year the Award is given. Note: 
EduCon registration will be complimentary. 
 
Eligibility: Applicants must be members of the Australian Society for 
Microbiology and a resident of NSW/ACT at time of application. They could be 
in a teaching position in a University or TAFE (including fixed term/contract 
positions). The role should be teaching focussed with a significant (at least 
40%) undergraduate teaching component.  
Note: Full time research students are not eligible to apply for this award. 
Criteria:  
Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following: 

• a curriculum vitae (including a list of teaching-relevant publications, 
presentations and awards).  

• a one-page summary of contribution to microbiology education (relative 
to opportunity) since they started teaching, including their teaching 
philosophy and any innovation they have brought to their teaching role.  

• Two referee’s reports supporting the applicant for the Award, specifically 
addressing the applicant’s teaching contribution, skills and innovation (to 
be submitted by the referees directly to the NSW-ACT branch committee: 
tvanniasinkam@csu.edu.au or m.radzieta@westernsydney.edu.au ). It 
is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that their referees submit 
the reports to the ASM NSW-ACT Branch committee by the closing date. 

Conditions of the Award: 
1. A maximum of one award will be given per year. No award may be given in 

the event that the NSW–ACT Branch committee determines there is no 
suitable applicant. 

2. The recipient is required to attend EduCon and present a paper or 
participate in a workshop.  

3. Publication of the Awardee with photo in the Branch newsletter Syntrophy.  
4. Payment will be provided upon presentation of tax invoices or receipts. 

Note: There is a career limit of one award per applicant. 
Closing Date: COB 17th March 2026 
Email applications to:   
Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch: 
Michael Radzieta, m.radzieta@westernsydney.edu.au or Thiru Vanniasinkam, 
tvanniasinkam@csu.edu.au 
(include “ASM NSW-ACT Early Career Microbiology Educator Award 
[surname]” in the subject line) 
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