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From the Chair
By Maurizio Labbate

Dear ASM members,

The 2022-2023 year has seen us bounce back from COVID-19 with
a strong showing in events for our members! We hope you’ve
enjoyed them. We've also delivered multiple awards for our
students and early career researchers.

As | end my 2 years as Chair of the NSW-ACT Branch, | wanted to
thank the committee for their efforts and warmly welcome
incoming Chair, Karl Hassan. Significantly, we have Tim Newsome
stepping down as Secretary but remaining a member of the
committee. | wanted to thank Tim for his excellent work as
Secretary — it’s a hard job and he’s always been dedicated and
positive. Thank you to Mitchell Brown and Anukriti Mathur for
their service to the committee as they step down. That means we
are inviting new members to join us so if you are interested in
brining your own personal flair and flavour to what we do, fill out
the form in this issue of Syntrophy!

In this issue, you will find reports from our special interest groups,
a summary of branch financials, a list of events, the agenda for the
AGM and minutes for last year’s AGM.

We look forward to you joining us at the AGM and post-AGM
presentation by Prof. Belinda Ferrari (UNSW). Please register at
TryBooking using details in this issue of Syntrophy. The event will
be catered so come and enjoy some excellent microbiology, food
and networking with your microbiology colleagues.

All the best and see you at the AGM!

Maurizio
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Contact Details

ASM National Office
9/397 Smith Street
Fitzroy Victoria 3065
Australia

Tel 1300 656 423

Fax 1300 655 841
www.theasm.org.au

admin@theasm.com.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair
Maurizio Labbate
maurizio.labbate@gmail.com

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary

Tim Newsome

tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer

Christopher Harmer
christopher.harmer@sydney.edu.au

Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM
members located in NSW and the ACT using
details included on the ASM National Office
Database.

Not yet a member? Join today!
www.theasm.org.au/membership

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to
the Syntrophy Coordinator via the ASM NSW-
ACT Branch Secretary.

Organisations with research opportunities, or
companies seeking to fill positions are
welcome to place an advertisement in an
upcoming issue of Syntrophy.

Please contact the Secretary with your details
for inclusion.

For information on the NSW-ACT branch
committee, events and awards, please see:

https://asm-nswact.org.au/
@ASM_NSWACT
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AGENDA
Date Thursday, August 31 2023
Location NSW Teachers Federation Conference Centre

37 Reservoir St, Surry Hills, NSW, 2010
RSVP by August 28, 2023 on trybooking
Time 6:00-7pm.

Apologies

Minutes of the 62" ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting
Chairperson’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

National Council Report

Reports from Special Interest Groups

Branch Award Winners 2022-2023

Election of Office Bearers for 2023-2024

O NoU kA WNRE

POST AGM SPEAKER
Prof. Belinda Ferrari
UNSW Sydney

The Abys (Sydney) to Antarctica
Speaker from 7pm, August 31, 2021
This is a hybrid event and for online attendees a Zoom link will be
provided 2 days prior to event.

RSVP by August 28, 2023 on trybooking
ALL ASM members welcome, this is a catered event ($10 non-members).

Venue Register for AGM Register for
NSW Teachers NSW-ACT members only: Post-AGM talk
Federation Conference In-person only All ASM members
Centre In-person/Zoom

http://tinyurl.com/ybzx2jrb trybooking.com/CJZBT trybooking.com/CJZBW




Syntrophy

ﬁs THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH
Post-AGM Speaker

Prof. Belinda Ferrari
UNSW Sydney
“The Abys (Sydney) to Antarctica”
Talk at 7 pm, August 31, 2023

NSW Teachers Federation Conference
Centre

37 Reservoir St, Surry Hills, NSW, 2010
This is a catered event.

This is a hybrid event and for online attendees a

Zoom link will be provided 2 days prior to event.

RSVP by 28 August on trybooking
($10 for non-ASM members)
trybooking.com/CJZBW

ALL ASM members welcome
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Prof. Belinda Ferrari

Associate Dean | Research, Faculty
of Science

School of Biotechnology and
Biomolecular Sciences

UNSW Sydney

“The Abys (Sydney) to Antarctica”

Abstract: Antarctica is the coldest, driest, windiest
continent on Earth. This seminar will focus on our
discovery of how bacteria are surviving in this extreme
environment - that is the ability to ‘literally live on thin
air’. We have been characterising the two novel
bacterial phyla capable of this new primary production
strategy, Ca. Dormibacterota and Eremiobacterota,
with the establishment of a long-term monitoring
system now critical to the protection of these sensitive,
yet functionally important taxa in Antarctica. My teams’
research is now challenging our global understanding of
the nutritional limits required to support life with
atmospheric chemosynthesis now a plausible target in
the search for life elsewhere. Today, | will not only talk
you through our exciting discoveries, but also the
amazing experience that was my first scientific
expedition to Casey station, eastern Antarctica.

Bio: | am currently the Associate Dean Research in the
Faculty of Science. My research area is environmental
microbiology and | specialise in uncovering Antarctica's
soil biodiversity by performing discovery-based and
applied research. | am passionate about integrating
‘omics' with innovative cultivation methods to isolate
and describe the diversity and functional capacity of
'extreme' microbial communities. By doing so, my team
discovered ‘atmospheric chemosynthesis’ which we
published in the prestigious journal Nature. My team
also works on using microbes as indicators of soil health,
for the assessment of ecosystem recovery during
bioremediation and for developing site-specific
ecotoxicity assessments. My future goals are to
continue to challenge our understanding of the
nutritional limits and the boundaries of life, while
training the next generation of confident scientists.


https://www.trybooking.com/CJZBW
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bringing Microbiologists together

It's that time of the year again when we begin to prepare for the ASM NSW-ACT
Branch Annual General Meeting. Nominations are required for the Secretary
(applicant must have previously served 12 months on the Committee for this

position) and Committee members.

If you feel there is more you can do, now is a good time to fill in the Nomination

form and become part of an energetic and motivated Committee.
Don't hesitate - actions speak louder than words!

Please send all nominations to the Branch Secretary Tim Newsome:
EMAIL: tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

Please note that all nominations must be in writing.
Only ASM members may nominate and be nominated.

We, the undersigned, wish to nominate:
L T LA N =T 1 T
For the position of (please tick)

Secretary (2 year term)
[]committee member (1 year term)

Proposer:

Print Name......ccovivieieiin e
SIgNAtUIE... e
Seconder
Print Name......coovennieceee e
SIgNAtUIE....eeieie e e 1

| accept this nomination:

Print Name....ooueeveiieieeeeee s
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Committee Members (2022-2023)

Chairperson

Maurizio Labbate, AusDiagnostics

Chair-elect

Karl Hassan, The University of Newcastle

Treasurer

Christopher Harmer, The University of Sydney

Secretary

Tim Newsome, The University of Sydney

Committee

Mitchell Brown, Westmead, NSW Health, retired June 2023
Amy Cain, Macquarie University

Daniel Enoti Tuipulotu, ANU.

Evan Gibbs, The University of Newcastle

Tom Jeffries, Western Sydney University

Slade Jensen, Western Sydney University

Megan Lenardon, The University of New South Wales
Laurence Luu, The University of New South Wales
Anukriti Mathur, Australian National University, retired March 2023
Jim Manos, The University of Sydney

Anahit Penesyan, Macquarie University

Martina Sanderson-Smith, The University of Wollongong
Jai Tree, The University of New South Wales

Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University

Heema Vyas, The University of Sydney
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Events

2023

Post AGM speaker Prof. Tania Sorrell, August 17t Western Sydney University.

Goldsworthy Memorial Lecture, Prof. Si Ming Man October 19t" NSW Teachers Federation
Conference Centre.

Biofilm Kate Browne, A/Prof Jyl Matson, September 2" NSW Teachers Federation Conference
Centre.

Branch Seminar Dr Vanessa Bryant, September 9t Charles Sturt University.

BioFilm SIG Dr Matthew Malone, Dr Michael Radzieta and Prof Cynthia Whitchurch, December 1°
NSW Teachers Federation Conference Centre.

Branch Christmas, December 7t" Hotel Harry.

CAPSIG Prof. lan Paulsen, December 7t Canterbury RSL.

Bugs by the Beach Keynote Prof. Jeff Errington, December 9t University of Wollongong.

Biofilm SIG Prof Slade Jensen and Dr Arthika Manoharan, March 9t NSW Teachers Federation
Conference Centre.

Event Name: Nancy Millis Student Awards; March 29t UTS.

Clinical Microbiology and Diagnostics SIG Prof. Vitali Sintchenko, Dr. Torsten Theis, March 215t NSW
Teachers Federation Conference Centre.

CAPSIG Mr Seamus Orr, Ms Marie Noelle McSweeney, Mr Matt Davis, April 26t" Canterbury RSL.
Careers Night, April 12t Western Sydney University.

LGBTQIA+ and Allies Network Prof Cynthia Whitchurch, May 23 University of Sydney.

Biofilm SIG Dr Joachim Larsen and Dr Tom Jeffries, June 15t NSW Teachers Federation Conference
Centre.

Microbiology Workshop for Nurses Tim Gilbey, Lucy Dulhunty and Thiru Vanniasinkam, June 15
Wagga Base Hospital.

JAMS x ASM Student Special, July 28™ NSW Teachers Federation Conference Centre.

CAPSIG Ms Chhaya Mahashabde, Mr Con Benikos and Professor John Hughes, August 16t Canterbury
RSL.
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Awards

The Nancy Millis student award

e Catherine J Dawson, Newcastle University

NSW-ACT student Branch award
e Brodie Gillieatt, University of Sydney

Nancy Millis Finalists

e Md Imtiazul Islam, University of New South Wales
e Jonathan Koong, University of Technology Sydney
e Emma Harding, University of New South Wales

e Binod Rayamajhee, University of New South Wales

Undergraduate Microbiology Awards

e Shane Elphick, Charles Sturt University

e Jenna Ireland, Emil Gabrielsson, Kieran Lindsay, University of Technology Sydney

® Prizes also awarded at University New England, Macquarie University and Western Sydney
University.

Summer scholarship

e Sarah Anne McClelland Smith, The University of Sydney

Postdoctoral Awards

e Heema Vyas, The University of Sydney
e Lachlan Dow, CSIRO
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Special Interest Group Reports

Clinical Microbiology and Diagnostics SIG

The Clinical Microbiology and Diagnostics SIG is a new ASM special interest group convened by Dr. Maurizio Labbate
and Elissa Liew operating from the NSW/ACT branch and focused on bringing together the clinical microbiology and
diagnostics industries in a relaxed but professional setting. Our aim is for the clinical microbiology and diagnostics
industries include:

e Sharing stories on unusual and/or complex in infectious disease diagnostics.
e Discussion of new and emerging technologies.

e Promoting knowledge in clinical microbiology/diagnostics.

e Fostering interest and collegiate interactions.

The first Clinical Microbiology and Diagnostics SIG event kicked off on the 215t March this year at the NSW Teachers
Federation Conference Centre with 28 in-person and 21 online participants to hear excellent presentations from
Prof. Vitali Sintchenko (Centre for Infectious Diseases and Microbiology - Public Health) and Dr. Torsten Theis
(RCPAQAP). The evening ended with a networking session catered by AusDiagnostics.

Our next event is coming soon. The SIG intends to hold 2-3 events each year so please keep an eye on Twitter
(@ASM_NSWACT) and your e-mail. Reach out to convenors Dr. Maurizio Labbate or Elissa Liew to join the SIG
organising committee — we want to turn this SIG into a vibrant community for the clinical microbiology and
diagnostics community!

We are also looking for a sponsor to cater our next event so please reach out for a prospectus that includes
presenting a trade display and the opportunity for a short presentation.

Dr. Maurizio Labbate — maurizio.labbate@gmail.com

Elissa Liew — efcliew@gmail.com

LG TQIA+ Microbiology Network

The LGBTQIA+ Microbiology Network launched in 2022 and made sub-launches at the 2022 ASM national
conference in Sydney and the 2022 AusME conference in Melbourne. Convened by Dr. Heema Vyas
(heema.vyas@sydney.edu.au) and Dr. Maurizio Labbate (maurizio.labbate@gmail.com), the network aims to
facilitate engagement within the LGBTQIA+ microbiology community and their allies and, to showcase their
research. The network is committed to diversity and welcomes all people to join us in this unique endeavour!

In May 2023, we showcased the research of Prof. Cynthia Whitchurch (Quadram Institute) in our “LGBTQIA+
Microbiology Network Presents” series in a presentation entitled “Morphing Microbes: Understanding and
exploiting shapeshifting in Pseudomonas aeruginosa” and have plans to showcase another prominent microbiologist
later in the year. A social event is also in the works!

We are looking for speakers and ideas for discussion circles or workshops so please reach out to either Heema or
Maurizio.

Dr. Maurizio Labbate — maurizio.labbate@gmail.com

Dr. Heema Vyas — heema.vyas@sydney.edu.au
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Biofilm SIG

The Biofilm SIG (NSW/ACT branch) has had a very productive and exciting year of activities. It’s the first full year we
have been operating and with the fantastic organisational abilities and dedication of the team (Heema, Jim, Ani and
Evan) we have had four successful seminar evenings at three month intervals at the Teacher Federation rooms,
Surry Hills, bringing together scientists from different biofilm fields to present their work, with attendees interacting
and networking afterwards over pizza and drinks.

First up on September 2nd 2022, we had a very interesting talk by Dr Jyl Matson, a visiting academic from the
University of Toledo Ohio, whose laboratory has developed a high throughput screen method to identify biofilm
inhibitors in Streptococcus mutans. She was followed by Kate Browne a final year PhD student from UNSW who
gave us an insight into her PhD work on biofilm mediated infections on medical devices.

Our second event on December 1st 2022, bought together two researchers from the South-West Sydney Limb
Preservation and Wound Research Unit at WSU, Dr Mathew Malone and Dr Michael Radzieta who explained their
findings on the host-microbe interactions occurring within diabetic foot infections. This was followed by an online
presentation by Professor Cynthia Whitchurch formerly from UTS but now at the Quadram Institute Norwich UK, on
her favourite topic of research, extracellular DNA in bacterial biofilms.

We began 2023 with a sizzling March 9th meeting that included Prof. Slade Jensen from UWS discussing his work in
unravelling the genetics of species within polymicrobial biofilms and Arthika Manoharan from School of Medical
Sciences at USydney, who gave an inspiring talk on her recently completed PhD studies using N-acteyl cysteine to
disrupt biofilms of Urinary tract pathogens.

We rounded off the ASM year with a meeting on June 1st. Dr Tom Jeffries (UWS) regaled us with the suite of
metagenomic tools he has pioneered the use of in the study of the bacterial populations with biofilms, particularly
in diabetic foot ulcers, while Joachim Larsen from the University of Newcastle excited us with his work on the
cellulose biofilm from kombucha cultures! A great drink to finish off a stellar year of biofilm talks!

A/Prof. Jim Manos (Deputy Convenor) — jim.manos@sydney.edu.au

Dr. Heema Vyas (Convenor) — heema.vyas@sydney.edu.au

CAPSIG

CAPSIG has continued to hold large events throughout the last period and is once again one of our most active SIG.
No report was submitted by CAPSIG.
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch 62" AGM 2022 Minutes

Date: Wednesday, August 17t

Venue: Held in person and online via Zoom
Peter Shergold Building
169 Macquarie Street Parramatta
Western Sydney University

Attendance: 15 in-person, 12 via Zoom

Meeting opened: 1810

Meeting closed: 1835

Chairperson: Maurizio Labbate

Minute taker: Tim Newsome

Attendees

In person: Labbate, Maurizio; Breen, Natasha; Brown, Mitchell; Dolgushyna, Vira; Gibbs, Evan; Huntington,
Peter; Jeffries, Thomas; Jensen, Slade; Labbate, Maurizio; Lenardon, Megan; Luu, Laurence
Moffitt, Michelle; Newsome, Tim; Sanderson-Smith, Martina; Vyas, Heema; Wong, Vincent.

Zoom: Gibbs, Evan; Harmer, Chris; Hassan, Karl; Majzoub, Marwan; Manos, Jim; Mathur, Anukriti; Mudgil,
Poonam; Roy Chowdhury, Piklu; Sanderson-Smith, Martina; Shaw, Deepak; Souhani, Talal; Vanniasinkam,
Thiru.

Apologies
Amy Cain.

Welcome to Country

Tom Jeffries

Minutes of the 615t ASM NSW-ACT Branch AGM 2020

Previous minutes proposed by Maurizio Labbate. Seconded by Mitchell Brown.

Chairperson’s report (Maurizio Labbate)

The Chair thanked all committee members for all their hard work throughout the year, particularly Tim
Newsome (Secretary), Chris Harmer (Treasurer). The Chair thanked all members to help the branch bounce
back from COVID lockdowns and supporting more events in the future is a priority.

AMS National meeting in Sydney was a huge success and branch members Jai Tree and Martina Sanderson-
Smith led this success with the LOC.

New Syntrophy format: now quarterly and includes member profiles.

Summary of events supported by branch, thanks to SIGS including recently formed Biofilm SIG and LBGTQIA+
Network. Summary of awards support by branch. CAPSIG continues to hold large events.

Sponsorship from BioMerieux.
Thanks to Dena Lyas for leadership at National level. ASM National to review membership.

Priority to reach out to Clinical and R&D sectors in the coming year, seeking member input.
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2020-2021 Branch committee

Chairperson

Maurizio Labbate, AusDiagnostics

Immediate Past Chair

Jim Manos, The University of Sydney

Treasurer

Christopher Harmer, The University of Sydney
Secretary

Tim Newsome, The University of Sydney
Committee

Mitchell Brown, Westmead, NSW Health

Amy Cain, Macquarie University

Nicholas Coleman, The University of Sydney
Evan Gibbs, The University of Newcastle

Karl Hassan, The University of Newcastle

Alan Heritage, Heritage and Assoc., CAPSIG
Tom Jeffries, Western Sydney University

Slade Jensen, Western Sydney University
Laurence Luu, The University of New South Wales
Anukriti Mathur, Australian National University
Jo Rothwall, The University of Sydney

Martina Sanderson-Smith, The University of Wollongong
Jai Tree, The University of New South Wales
Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University

Heema Vyas, The University of Sydney

Treasurers report (Chris Harmer)

The Branch financial report to 31 March 2022 was presented and was submitted to National auditor. The
Treasurer noted the small deficit of $1900. Report follows at the end of Minutes.
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Events

e ASM NSW-ACT Branch Annual General Meeting & Post-AGM Talk; August 25th, 27 attendees

e ASM ACT Microbiology Group Seminars; August 5th, August, 18th, October and November 11th, 20-35
attendees/session

e Australian Symposium on Prokaryotic Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology; November 26th, 70
attendees

e ASM NSW branch Xmas party; December 7th, 40 attendees

¢ Nancy Millis Student Awards; March 23rd, 45 attendees

o ‘Biofilm Bash’ Biofilm Special Interest Group; March 25th, 42 attendees
e LGBTQIA+ Microbiology Network; May 31st, 10 attendees

e CAPSIG Seminar; July 20th 70 attendees

e ASM NSW/ACT Branch Clinical online seminar; with Dominic Dwyer and Rebecca Rockett, July 25th, 35
attendees.

Reports from Special Interest Groups

None received.

Awards

e The Nancy Millis Award — Jo Rothwell, University of Sydney

e ASM NSW-ACT Branch Award - Shouya Feng, Australia National University

e AusME Travel Award (2 x $1200) — PhD Caitlin Romanis (UoN) and ECR Dr Heema Vyas (USYD)

e ASM NSW-ACT Outstanding undergraduate student in Microbiology and Parasitology - $300 to the top
student in a final year Microbiology major. Paid to the institution at the beginning of the year to award at
graduation.

e Charlotte Gibb (CSU)
e Rosemary Pollum (CSU)
e Max Kirkby (ANU)

e UTS - 3 students $100 prize for written articles published in Syntrophy; Jenna Ireland,
Emil Gabrielsson, Kieran Lindsay
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Election of Office Bearers for 2022-2023

Maurizio to continue his role as Chairperson to the second year of the two-year term, followed by one-year

term as Immediate Past Chair. No nomination required.

Tim Newsome to continue his role as Secretary to the second year of the two-year term. No nomination

required.
Chris Harmer is the sole nominee for the position of Treasurer. Elected unopposed to two-year term.

Karl Hassan is the sole nominee for the position of Chair-elect, followed by two-year term as Chair, followed

by one-year term as Immediate Past Chair. Elected unopposed to one year term.
Current branch committee members renominating

Mitchell Brown, Westmead, NSW Health

Amy Cain, Macquarie University

Evan Gibbs, The University of Newcastle

Tom Jeffries, Western Sydney University

Slade Jensen, Western Sydney University
Laurence Luu, The University of New South Wales
Anukriti Mathur, Australian National University
Jim Manos, The University of Sydney

Martina Sanderson-Smith, The University of Wollongong
Jai Tree, The University of New South Wales
Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University
Heema Vyas, The University of Sydney

Retiring branch committee members

Nick Coleman, The University of Sydney

Jai Tree, The University of New South Wales
Alan Heritage, Heritage and Associates, CAPSIG
New branch committee members

Daniel Enoti Tuipulotu, ANU.
Anahit Penesyan, Macquarie University

Megan Lenardon, The University of New South Wales
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Financial Report 2021-2022

ASM NSW-ACT State Branch

Financial Report 2021-2022

Bank Balances at 31 March 2022 Credits

Westpac Cheque: 132527 $976.87 Row Labels Sum of Amount
Westpac Spec: 363233 $2,368.39 5001 - Capitations $11,107.87
G&C Bank S1 $7,646.40 5005 - Interest received $437.55
S11 $0.00 5002 - Sponsorships $1,750.00
S13 $3,899.17 Grand Total $13,295.42

130 Term Deposit ~ $85,000.00

$99,890.83

Debits

Bank Balances at 1 April 2021 Row Labels Sum of Amount
Westpac Cheque: 132527 $953.31 7004 - Catering $1,607.50
Westpac Spec: 363233 $2,368.39 7006 - Awards $10,058.93
G&C Bank S1 $8,275.73 7009 - Conferences and I $3,177.40
S11 $0.00 7011 - General Expenses $403.37
S13 $5,245.18 Grand Total $15,247.20

130 Term Deposit ~ $85,000.00

$101,842.61

Opening bank balances 1 April 2021 $101,842.61

Minus cash out $15,247.20

Plus cash in $13,295.42

Equals $99,890.83

Closing bank balance 31 March 2022 $99,890.83



