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From the Chair
By Maurizio Labbate

Dear ASM members,

The AGM is fast approaching and we are excited to announce that
Professor Tania Sorrel will be our post-AGM speaker with a
presentation entitled “My incredible journey with cryptococcus and
other fungi”. Please join us for the AGM and post-AGM
presentation!

With the ACT and NSW opening up, we’ve seen our events go back
to face-to-face however, we’ve also maintained an online/hybrid
option for those members that prefer online. | want to thank all
committee members for organising and delivering events for our
members — | hope you’ve enjoyed them! Notably, the Nancy Millis
event was a fantastic success seeing Joanna Rothwell (Sydney
University) and Shouya Feng (Australian National University)
winning awards to attend the national conference. We’ve seen the
Biofilm SIG invigorated and the creation of a LGBTQIA+ and Allies
Network that has gone national. Reports for these events and others
can be seen in this Syntrophy issue.

This year, we've been highlighting the diversity of our membership
in our quarterly Syntrophy newsletter. We want to celebrate all our
members so if you'd like to be profiled, please contact me. | also
wanted to thank Nick Coleman who has been a long-standing
member of the committee and who recently stepped down to
pursue other priorities. He will be missed and we wish him the best.
Additionally, congratulations to committee member Thiru
Vanniasinkam on her ASM Teachers Travel Award!

We are looking for new members to join our committee particularly
those from diverse backgrounds (cultural and professional) so
please consider joining us and add your unique flavour. The
nomination form is available in this issue - please contact me if you
have any questions or would like to have an informal discussion.

Finally, | wanted to thank the committee members for volunteering
their valuable time to the branch. Our events and other initiatives
would not be possible without them.

All the best and see you at the AGM!

Maurizio
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Database.

Not yet a member? Join today!
www.theasm.org.au/membership

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to
the Syntrophy Coordinator via the ASM NSW-
ACT Branch Secretary.

Organisations with research opportunities, or
companies seeking to fill positions are
welcome to place an advertisement in an
upcoming issue of Syntrophy.
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62" ANNUAL GENERAL
bringing Microbiologists together MEETING
AGENDA
Date Wednesday, August 17 2022
Location Peter Shergold Building

169 Macquarie Street Parramatta
Western Sydney University
Time 6:00-7pm.

Apologies

Minutes of the 615t ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting
Chairperson’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

National Council Report

Reports from Special Interest Groups

Branch Award Winners 2021-2022

Election of Office Bearers for 2022-2023

PN W

POST AGM SPEAKER
Prof. Tania Sorrell AM FAHMS

University of Sydney
Westmead Institute for Medical Research

My incredible journey with cryptococcus and other fungi
Speaker from 7pm, August 17, 2022

ALL ASM members welcome, this is a catered event

Venue
Peter Shergold Building

WSU
tinyurl.com/5n6f8v2y

(5% it

Register for AGM
NSW-ACT members
only

In-person
trybooking.com/CBIBX

Online
trybooking.com/CBICN
Zoom link upon registration
Password prior to meeting

Register for Post-
AGM talk
All ASM members

In person
trybooking.com/CBICC

Online
trybooking.com/CBICT
Zoom link upon registration
Password prior to meeting
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Post-AGM Speaker

Professor Tania Sorrell AM, FAHMS

Professor Tania Sorrell is Professor of Clinical Infectious Diseases, Sydney Infectious Diseases
Institute, University of Sydney.

Her major research has focussed on the pathogenesis of cryptococcosis, new antifungal drug
development, new diagnostics and clinical trials of antifungal diagnostic and treatment
strategies. She is also one of the NSW and National leaders in research and clinical responses
to COVID-19, and has served on the national Genomics Health Futures Mission Expert
Advisory Committee (2019-21), state and national advisory committees in Infectious
Diseases and therapeutics and the Research and Human Ethics Committees of the National
Health and Medical Research Council of Australia.

My incredible journey with cryptococcus and other fungi

A conjunction of interests brought cryptococci to my attention four decades ago when | attended a lecture by the then doyen
of human cryptococcosis in the US, Professor Jack Bennett, and learned that an Australian, Dr David Ellis, had identified an
environmental habitat of Cryptococcus gattii in the Australian native red gum species, Eucalyptus camaldulensis and E.
tereticornis.

Although | returned from the US to Australia in late 1979, my life with cryptococcus really only began in 1992 with a case report
published in Clinical Infectious Diseases, of a Sydney patient with Pancoast's syndrome due to pulmonary infection with the
then named Cryptococcus neoformans var. gattii. It accelerated 3 years later with another clinical publication “Cryptococcal
disease of the CNS in immunocompetent hosts: influence of cryptococccal variety on clinical manifestations and outcome” and
two molecular epidemiological studies using the (exciting) new typing method of RAPD by an early PhD student, Patricia Ruma
and CSIRO scientist, Alan Brownlee.

This presentation will follow my journey with key collaborators, from environmental niches and speciation of cryptococci,
through determining the clinical relevance of distinguishing C. gattii from C. neoformans, our discovery of PLB as a new
cryptococcal virulence determinant and it role in the pathogenesis of cryptococcosis, to exploring new antifungal drug targets,
diagnostics and management strategies. There will be brief mention of other fungi including Candida and Aspergillus, along
the way.

7pm, August 17, 2022. This event will be run as a hybrid event open to all ASM members and will be catered with
light refreshments and nibbles.

To register for the in-person event at: To register for online attendance, RSVP here:
Peter Shergold Building trybooking.com/CBICT
169 Macquarie Street Parramatta Zoom link upon registration
Western Sydney University Password emailed prior to meeting

RSVP here: trybooking.com/CBICC
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bringing Microbiologists together

The Australian Society ﬂg@ THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH

It's that time of the year again when we begin to prepare for the ASM NSW-ACT
Branch Annual General Meeting. Nominations are required for the Chair-elect and
Treasurer (applicant must have previously served 12 months on the Committee for

these Executive positions) and Committee members.

If you feel there is more you can do, now is a good time to fill in the Nomination

form and become part of an energetic and motivated Committee.
Don't hesitate - actions speak louder than words!

Please send all nominations to the Branch Secretary Tim Newsome:
EMAIL: tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

Please note that all nominations must be in writing.
Nominations WILL NOT be taken on the night of the meeting.
Only ASM members may nominate and be nominated.

We, the undersigned, wish to nominate:

Print Name......ioiccireccnecceecescnnec e sesssnscseessssesnsesnesssasnnns

For the position of (please tick)
Il Chairperson-Elect (1-year term & Chair 2-year term & Chair Past 1-year term)
LI Treasurer (2-year term)
L] committee member (1-year term)

Proposer:

Print Name......ccooovveineveeenercree e
SIBNALUME. ..ttt
Seconder:

Print Name......ccooovvenevecencce e
SIgNATUIE...coiitieiterce s

| accept this nomination:

Print Name......ccoveeeiveecececeeeeceeceeeee
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Committee Members (2021-2022)

Chairperson

Maurizio Labbate, The University of Technology Sydney
Immediate Past Chairperson

Jim Manos, The University of Sydney

Treasurer

Christopher Harmer, The University of Sydney
Secretary

Tim Newsome, The University of Sydney

Committee

Nick Coleman, The University of Sydney (retired May, 2022)
Karl Hassan, The University of Newcastle

Alan Heritage, Heritage and Associates, CAPSIG

Tom Jeffries, Western Sydney University

Slade Jensen, Western Sydney University

Anukriti Mathur, Australian National University
Martina Sanderson-Smith, The University of Wollongong
Jai Tree, The University of New South Wales

Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University

Heema Vyas, The University of Sydney

Joanna Rothwall, The University of Sydney

Laurence Luu, The University of New South Wales

Evan Gibbs, The University of Newcastle

Amy Cain, Macquarie University

Mitchell Brown, Westmead, NSW Health
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Events

2021

2022

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Annual General Meeting & Post-AGM Talk; August 25%", 27 attendees

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Xmas Party; December 7t", 40 attendees

ASM ACT Microbiology Group Seminars; August 57, August, 18", October and November 11t, 20-35
attendees/session

Australian Symposium on Prokaryotic Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology; November 26", 70
attendees

ASM NSW branch Xmas party; December 7%, 40 attendees

Event Name: Nancy Millis Student Awards; March 23, 45 attendees

Biofilm Bash Special Interest Group; March 25, 42 attendees

LGBTQIA+ Microbiology Network; May 31%, 10 attendees

CAPSIG Seminar; July 20t 70 attendees

ASM NSW/ACT Branch Clinical online seminar with Dominic Dwyer and Rebecca Rockett, July 25, 35

attendees.

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Awards

Nancy Millis Student Award

Joanna G. Rothwell (USYD) was the winner of the Nancy Millis student award.
Shouya Feng (ANU) was the winner of the ASM NSW-ACT branch Student Travel Award.

Finalists were Sebastian Schaefer (UNSW), Pierre lbri (USYD), Arthika Manoharan (USYD), and Grace Yan
(UNSW).

ASM NSW-ACT Outstanding student in Microbiology and Parasitology

Charlotte Gibb (CSU), Rosemary Pollum (CSU), Max Kirkby (ANU).
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Special Interest Group Reports

Biofilm SIG

The Biofilm SIG has been recently reinvigorated and renewed as of March 2022 under the leadership of Dr Heema
Vyas (Convenor) and A/Prof Jim Manos (Deputy Convenor). The Biofilm SIG is passionate about biofilms — those
pesky microbial communities that exist and persist in a variety of environments and settings. Biofilms are
problematic across several

industries and sectors: medical, food, dairy, agricultural, marine etc. The aim of the SIG is to capture the diversity
and breadth of biofilm research/happenings; i) bring together researchers/industry partners, ii) foster interest and
collegiate interactions among our community that represent differing disciplines and organisations, iii) and promote
the advancement of knowledge about biofilms. At present, the biofilm SIG boasts 40+ researchers, industry
members, and participating organisations within the NSW/ACT region. Their inaugural event, the Biofilm Bash
(March, 2022) celebrated and kicked off the relaunch of the SIG, with guest speakers, networking, and sponsorship
by the Australian manufacturer of antimicrobial/sterilization agents, Whiteley Corporation. The SIG continues to
prosper, with its Speaker Series which runs once every three months set to comprise a staple component of the
event calendar. The SIG does endeavour to expand, with the intention of hosting bigger events, workshops, multi-
day symposia, as well as working nationally and internationally with other biofilm networks.

Clinical SIG

The Clinical SIG is looking forward to vibrant and exciting second half of 2022 after a relatively quiet period.

CAPSIG

CAPSIG has continued to hold large events throughout the last period and is once again the most active SIG. These
events included high profile speakers Prof Pall Thordarson (UNSW), A/Prof Stuart Turville (Kirby Institute) and A/Prof
David Muscatello (UNSW) with a theme of mRNA therapeutic manufacturing in Australia.

LGBTIQIA+ and Allies Network

The ASM NSW-ACT Branch were the first to initiate a LGBTQIA+ network for ASM members, convened by Dr.
Maurizio Labbate and Dr. Heema Vyas. The network supports LGBTQIA+ microbiologists and their allies, creating a
space where they can openly talk about what it is to be sexually and gender diverse in heteronormative
environments, how they can express themselves, and how they can support each other to get the best for
themselves. The inaugural session was held on the 31st of May at the Newtown Neighbourhood Centre attracting
approximately 10 in person and online participants. The event also featured an interesting talk by Prof Dale
Dominey-Howes (Sydney University), who shared how his Queer identity guided his leadership and research, and
how his Queer identity is in fact his “superpower”. The formal part of the evening concluded with an open dialogue
on various pertinent topics between the attendees. And the evening continued casually with a social gathering at
the Bank Hotel.

Importantly, the network was launched nationally at the Sydney ASM conference on the 13th of July, with the event
attracting approximately 25 in-person attendees, as well as an online presence. The session introduced the network
and opened the floor to discussion surrounding future directions and national participation and engagement.

The LGBTQIA+ and Allies Network endeavours to hold 3-4 events per year, with the next event slated for
October/November. These will be advertised across social media platforms, via e-mail, and our ASM Branch website.
In the meantime, a Slack group has been created supporting friendly/casual banter to more serious discussions on
moving the network forward. To access the Slack group, please contact Maurizio (maurizio.labbate@gmail.com) or
Heema (heema.vyas@sydney.edu.au).

Heema and Maurizio look forward to warmly welcoming you at the next LGBTQIA+ and Allies Network event!
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch 61t AGM 2021 Minutes

Date: Wednesday, August 25
Venue: Held online via Zoom
Attendance: 28

Meeting opened: 1806
Meeting closed: 1840
Chairperson: Jim Manos
Minute taker: Tim Newsome

Attendees

Baker, Anthony; Brown, Mitchell; Cain, Amy; Coleman, Nick; Dennis, Nelson; Gibbs, Evan; Hagger, Joanne;
Hamidian, Mohammad; Harmer, Chris; Hassan, Karl; Heritage, Alan; Jeffries, Thomas; Jensen, Slade; Labbate,
Maurizio; Luu, Laurence; Manos, Jim; Mathur, Anukriti; Meyer, Wieland; Moffitt, Michelle; Mudgil, Poonam;
Newsome, Tim; Nguyen, Binh; Sanderson-Smith, Martina; Smith, Jen; Tree, Jai; Tscharke, David;
Vanniasinkam, Thiru; Vyas, Heema.

Apologies
None received.

Minutes of the 60" ASM NSW-ACT Branch AGM 2020
Previous minutes proposed by Jim Manos. Seconded by Chris Harmer.

Chairperson’s report (Jim Manos)

The Chairperson thanked all committee members for all their hard work throughout the year, particularly
Tim Newsome (Secretary), Chris Harmer (Treasurer) and to Nick Coleman in his role with Syntrophy and the
webpage. He welcomed Maurizio Labbate into role of Chairperson.
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2020-2021 NSW-ACT Branch committee
Chairperson

Jim Manos, The University of Sydney
Chairperson-elect

Maurizio Labbate, The University of Technology Sydney
Treasurer

Christopher Harmer, The University of Sydney
Secretary

Tim Newsome, The University of Sydney
Committee

Mitchell Brown, Westmead Hospital

Nicholas Coleman, University of Sydney

Mohammad Hamidian, University of Technology Sydney

Alan Heritage, Heritage and Associates, CAPSIG
Tom Jeffries, Western Sydney University

Martina Sanderson-Smith, University of Wollongong
Jai Tree, University of New South Wales

Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University

Karl Hassan, The University of Newcastle
Slade Jensen, Western Sydney University

Anukriti Mathur, Australian National University
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Events

e 20 August, 2020 ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting, Invited Speaker: Dr Amy Cain Macquarie
University Antibiotic resistance in hospital ESKAPE organisms (164 registrants).

e October 29: Lunchtime double-header zoom seminar: (57 registrants) Prof Peter Lewis University of
Newcastle “Get the HELL outa here: How HelD recycles RNA polymerase roadblocks”

e Prof Antoine van Oijen University of Wollongong “Antimicrobial resistance, from molecule to
society”.

e November 2: 5.30 pm Joint ASM/JAMS talk by the award winning journalist Nick Evershed (the
Guardian): “Data visualization and COVID-19” (116 registrants).

e November 13: Clinical Molecular Microbiology double zoom seminar: Dr Claire O’Brien, Canberra
Hospital, and Dr Danielle Ingle Australian National University (65 registrants).

e November 20: Bugs by the Beach annual conference in its 4" year, Newcastle (by Zoom) keynote
international speaker Professor Linfa Wang from Duke-NUS on bat-borne viruses, and major talks
from local academics and students (50 attendees).

e March 24 2021, Nancy Millis Travel Award finals night -Zoom— four student finalists gave
presentations: Nancy Millis award winner: Elizabeth Petersen, NSW/ACT Branch Travel Award
winner: Winton Wu (40 registrants).

e May 14 2021, International speaker talk (by Zoom): A/Prof Yann Boucher, National University of
Singapore: Vibrio paracholerae: hiding in the shadow of cholera for the last century (23 registrants).

e May 27 2021, ACT Networking event - bringing together scientists in the ACT to meet and present
their work. face-to-face event - (60 attendees).

Due to COVID restrictions there are several annual or bi-annual events that were cancelled for this year: One
Day Molecular Micro meeting, February Clinical Seminar, Careers Night, Goldsworthy Oration, Sydney Clinical
Meeting, Christmas Party. We will re-start these again once the COVID restrictions end.

Awards
Early Career Microbiologist Award, Post-doctoral Award not awarded this year.

Undergraduate Microbiology Student Prizes were awarded at New England University, Charles Sturt
University, Western Sydney University, Macquarie University.

The Nancy Millis Award winner was Elizabeth Petersen (UTS). The ASM NSW-ACT branch award winner was
Winton Wu (UNSW).

Summer Scholarships were awarded to Callum Kay (ANU), Daniel Neville (UNSW), Tsung-Yu Pai (UTS) and
Lucy O’Shannessy (USYD).

Branch priorities

Growing our clinical and regional base, both of which have lost members in recent years due to structural
changes in NSW Health and regional universities.
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A major success this year was the formation of the ACT Networking Group, which held its inaugural meeting
on May 27 at ANU. The Chairperson expressed thanks to committee member Anukriti Mathur for organising

this group.
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Treasurers report (Chris Harmer)

The Branch financial report to 31 March 2021 are included in Syntrophy AGM Special Issue 2021. The
Treasurer noted that Summer scholarships yet to be paid and sponsorship is yet to be included.

National Council Minutes (Dena Lyras)

In lieu of a report on the National Council, ASM President Dena Lyras joined the branch meeting and spoke
about a number of initiatives being prioritised by ASM. The President spoke about how the VIC State branch
assisting members struggling in pandemic times, suggesting a similar initiative might have value for the
NSW-ACT branch. The President stated that the Bazeley sponsors had been replaced and the award was to
be renamed. She was excited to announce that Clinicon would go ahead directly after the National meeting
in Sydney.

Reports for Special Interest Groups

None received.

Election of Office Bearers for 2021-2022

Continuing Executive Committee members, nominations not required, Jim Manos (Chairperson) to assume
role of Immediate Past Chairperson; Maurizio Labbate (Chair-elect) to assume role of Chairperson.

The Chairperson expressed gratitude to retiring committee member Mohammed Hamidian and welcomed
Maurizio Labbate as incoming Chair.

Call for nominations for Secretary: single nomination from Tim Newsome (2-year term), passed.

Post-AGM Speaker

Prof David Tscharke (Australian National University), ‘A CRISPR way to engineer large DNA viruses’'.

Other business

No other business.
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Financial Report 2021-2022
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Bank Balances at 31 March 2021 Credits

Westpac Cheque: 132527 $953.31 Row Labels Sum of Amount
Westpac Spec: 363233 $2,368.39 5001 - Capitations $11,717.57
G&C Bank S1 $8,275.73 5005 - Interest received $1,055.12
S11 $0.00 5008 - General income $128.96
S13 $5,245.18 Grand Total $12,901.65

130 Term Deposit $85,000.00

$101,842.61

Debits

Bank Balances at 1 April 2020 Row Labels Sum of Amount
Westpac Cheque: 132527 $823.80 7004 - Catering $96.50
Westpac Spec: 363233 $2,548.44 7006 - Awards $2,700.00
G&C Bank S1 $34.66 7011 - General Expenses $1,801.58
S11 $4.22 7010 - Bank Fees $4.22
S13 $5,132.14 Grand Total $4,602.30

130 Term Deposit $85,000.00

$93,543.26

Opening bank balances 1 April 2020 $93,543.26

Minus cash out $4,602.30

Plus cash in $12,901.65

Equals $101,842.61

Closing bank balance 31 March 2021 $101,842.61



