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From the Editor

Welcome to the latest edition of
Syntrophy.

The recent Branch AGM marked
a change in the position of
Chair of the ASM NSW-ACT
Branch. We thank Ruth Hall for
all her hard work as Chair of
the NSW-ACT Branch over the
last two years. Ruth is
continuing on the Branch
Committee and we welcome
Charlotte Webster as our new
Chair. Congratulations
Charlotte!

We also congratulate all the
members of the Committee
who were elected at the AGM
and are pleased to welcome
several new members to the
Branch Committee this year. It
is great to see the committee
members reflect the broad
areas of interest of our Society,
and we hope that this broad
representation will continue to
grow in future.

The NSW-ACT Branch
Committee for 2013-2014 is:
e Charlotte Webster (Chair)
e  Peter Huntington
(Secretary)

Jim Manos (Treasurer)
Ruth Hall

Ruiting Lan

Nick Coleman

Daniel Seed

Mitchell Brown

Thiru Vanniasinkam
Nico Petty

Slade Jensen

Tim Newsome

Jose Burgos-Portugal
M Josie Lategan

Bobby Dimitriovski
Sashi Anantham

You can find out more about
each of them in the short bio’s
in this Syntrophy.

As announced at the AGM, this
edition of Syntrophy includes a
new Clinical Microbiology
Laboratory Book Award. As with
all our awards, we encourage
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you put in an application. The
Branch offers many awards but
quite often the number of
applicants is few. If you have
ideas for a new Award that you
would like the Branch to offer,
then please get in contact with
Thiru or any of the Branch
Committee  Members.  Our
Branch awards would not be
possible without the support of
our generous sponsors, and we
thank them again for their
generous support of the
Branch.

If you haven't yet renewed
your membership for this year
then I encourage you to do so
as soon as you can. The NSW-
ACT member email contact list
will be updated soon and we
don’t want you to miss out on
future editions of Syntrophy
and other announcements.

We hope to see you at an ASM
event soon.

Peter.

Can Bacterial Genomics be used to Guide
FOCUS  Antimicrobial Therapy?

A potential pitfall when
investigating n vivo
resistance emergence is the
selective culture “bias” of
bacteria from positive blood

culture bottles. In other
words, the isolated
population may not

represent the heterogeneity
of the entire /n vivo
population, with certain sub-
populations suppressed due
to poor competitive fitness
when grown under non-
selective conditions (i.e. no
antibiotics). The importance
of this observation is seen

especially in high burden

bacteraemic infections
where resistant sub-
populations emerge
(representing different
mutations), as recently

shown by Peleg et a/! and
van Hal et a/? In addition to
varying levels of competitive

fitness, these populations
can also be associated with
different resistance
phenotypes despite

exposure to only a single
antibiotic. For example, we
have recently examined
consecutive methicillin

resistant Staphylococcus
aureus  (MRSA) blood
culture isolates from a

single patient exposed to
vancomycin  via  whole
genome sequencing.”? As
part of this analysis we
identified different
mutations accounting for
the emergence of

vancomycin  intermediate
resistant  sub-populations
(Fig. 1).
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Vidas® 3 is a bench top immunoassay system designed specifically for small to medium
throughput testing. Fully automated, VIDAS® 3 is based on the proven and robust ELFA
technology that makes VIDAS® a gold standard worldwide

Flexible and tailored to suit your laboratory needs, it combines a broad assay menu of 110
parameters with the VIDAS® single test concept to enhance in-house immunoassay capacity 24/7.
VIDAS® 3 is economical and saves time, with an intuitive touchscreen interface and ready-to-use
reagents. It provides a convenient and personalised solution to help you improve workflow and meet
clinician’s needs.

Fully automated from primary tube to result

Full traceability of all components

Large ever expanding menu of over 100 validated assays in 30 or 60 test packs
STAT capability

No daily maintenance or calibration

Bi-directional LIS connectivity and remote access capabilities

Barcode identification with standards and controls included

Join our online community now on myvidas.com
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Dates for your Diary 2013

Wednesday 25" September

Venue: Lecture Theatre 3,
Westmead Hospital
Time: Refreshments from 6.00pm;
Meeting 6.30-8.30pm
RSVP to Mitchell Brown
Phone: 9845 6255
E: mitchell.brown@swahs.health.nsw.qov.au

More details to come

Tuesday 23" October

Venue: RPA Hospital

More details to come

Wednesday 11" December

Venue: Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL

More details to come
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ASM Sponsors 2013
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www.merckmillipore.com
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live healthy lives
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www.diagnostictechnology.com.au
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MICROMON
DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY
MONASH UNIVERSITY
MELBOURNE

RECOMBINANT DNA TECHNIQUES COURSE
Sunday 1 - Friday, 6 December, 2013

Micromon, in the School of Biomedical Sciences, is now seeking enquiries and applications for its next
recombinant DNA techniques course which will provide comprehensive training in the essential skills of
“recombinant DNA technology”. Highly regarded throughout the industry and by former participants, this
outstanding and established course has attracted applicants from diverse backgrounds in private, government,
scientific, clinical, educational and commercial organisations. It is an extremely intensive and demanding week-
long course, designed to teach the fundamental skills to professionals from all scientific disciplines, who have
had minimal previous experience in molecular biology. It is also an ideal workshop for those who would like to
consolidate their current, basic-intermediate, skill level. Entry requirements include a tertiary level qualification
in science, medicine or a related discipline. We will also accept applicants with extensive, practical laboratory
experience.

The course consists of eleven hours of theory provided by a group of experienced lecturers who are all active
researchers, experts in their relevant fields and are widely published. Full descriptions of their research work
and publications can be found at med.monash.edu.au/microbiology/research

The practical training involves more than 30 hours of experimental laboratory work and tutorials. This is
provided by graduate instructors who routinely use the applications and procedures in an active research
environment. The key feature of the workshop is our tutor to participant ratio which is one to four, for all
workshop sessions and tutorials. A comprehensive manual with all lecture slides, protocols, procedures and
references is provided, together with a disk containing all lecture presentations.

The all inclusive fee is $1,900 (GST-exclusive) and as part of the package we provide morning and
afternoon teas, delicious gourmet lunches, and refreshments at the end of each day. Also included in
the package is the Micromon dinner on the Thursday evening that includes awards and presentations.

There is an extensive range of demonstration equipment for use wﬁ
plus the relevant product information supplied by our - —

. . . pe e pe e = -
commercial, scientific sponsors. A course attendance certificate r H. — y
will be awarded on completion. This package offers an excellent
value for money opportunity for interested participants. . =y
Information on reasonably priced, university-based or private

commercial accommodation can be provided on request. i -

Technical & Registration information:

Mr Mark Cauchi Tel. 61 3 9905 4830
mark.cauchi@monash.edu
micromon.monash.org
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Australian Society for Microbiology
NSW-ACT Branch

Joe Levey Country Travel Award 2013

AWARD: The Joe Levey Country Travel Awards (up to two will be awarded
per year) will consist of a maximum of $500 to cover budget travel and
accommodation costs for a country microbiologist to visit another laboratory or
institution within NSW or the ACT, with the aim of learning a new technique, or
to attend a scientific meeting within Australia.

ELIGIBILITY: All current Australian Society for Microbiology members who
reside in a country region of NSW. Applicants must have been a member of
ASM for at least 12 months before the Award application is submitted.

CRITERIA:
Applicants are required to submit the following:

1.
2.

A one page account of their current employment and responsibilities.

A one page proposal of their objectives in seeking further training. This
proposal should provide clear justification of the need to travel. The ASM
NSW-ACT Branch committee must be convinced that the training cannot
be undertaken at, or near, the applicant’s place of work and that the visit
funded will result in benefits that could not reasonably be expected to have
accrued at the applicant’s place of work. Applicants must specify the
proposed start and finish dates for training.

Statements of approval to undertake training from their supervisor and
host.

Estimate of travel and accommodation costs & amount requested with
justification. Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or
receipts.

Recipients are required to write a brief one page report for Syntrophy, to
be submitted no later than 4 weeks after the completion of training or
conference attendance.

CLOSING DATE: 17" October 2013

APPLICATIONS TO:

Peter Huntington, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary
Email: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au

Ph: (02) 9926 4329




Australian Society for Microbiology
NSW-ACT Branch

ASM Honours Student Prize

AWARD: $500.00 towards a conference or meeting within the following 12
months. Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or receipts.

ELIGIBILITY: Student member of ASM (studying in NSW/ACT). Applicants
must have been members of the NSW-ACT branch of the Australian Society
for Microbiology for at least 12 months before the Award application is
submitted. Applications must be made during the student’s Honours year. It is
also acceptable for applicant to have completed Honours in June of the same
calendar year.

APPLICATION PROCESS:

A written application comprising the following (3 parts) should be
submitted:

Part 1 — About the student

Approximately 250 words.

Should include:
- How or why they got into microbiology, what they like about
microbiology
- Information on what they want to do next year
- Where they see themselves in five years

Part 2 — About the student’s project
Approximately 1000 words. One extra page for graphs, figures or tables
Should be written at a level that could be understood by a general
microbiologist.
Should include
- An interesting title,
Clear aims of their project
Relevant background
A summary of results
The implications of their findings
Suggestions for follow up

Part 3 — Two referee’s reports (to be submitted directly to NSW-ACT branch)
supporting application for the Award. It is the responsibility of the applicant to
ensure that their referees submit the reports to the ASM NSW Branch
committee by the closing date

One must be from the student’s supervisor and the other can be independent

CLOSING DATE: 28" November 2013

APPLICATIONS TO:

Peter Huntington, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary
Email: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au

Ph: (02) 9926 4329




Australian Society for Microbiology
NSW-ACT Branch

NSW-ACT ASM Branch Members Review Award

AWARD: Up to three awards of $500.00 each will be given in any one
calendar year. The awards are to be used to further the applicant’s career in
microbiology e.g. used for travel to a conference, text books, ASM
membership etc.

ELIGIBILITY: All ASM members except student members-should have been
a member of ASM for at least 1 yr prior to applying for award. Applicant must
be currently residing in NSW-ACT.

CRITERIA:

1. Applicants for the award are to submit a literature review in a topical
microbiological subject of their choosing (supervisor’s written approval is
required if applicable)

2. The Literature review is to be of 2000 — 3000 words and in a
standardised format e.g. Journal of Clinical Microbiology. The review will
be published online on the branch website.

3. A one-page summary of the work should also be provided for publication

in the NSW-ACT Branch Newsletter, Syntrophy

4. Payment will be made only on presentation of invoice/s

CLOSING DATE: 15" December 2013

APPLICATIONS TO:

Peter Huntington, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary
Email: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au

Ph: (02) 9926 4329




Australian Society for Microbiology
NSW-ACT Branch

CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY
LABORATORY BOOK AWARD

The ASM NSW-ACT Branch is interested in the continuing education of
clinical microbiology scientists and would like to support members by assisting
the purchase of a text book that would make a difference to your laboratory.

Award: The Award is a contribution of up to AUD$120 towards purchase of
one microbiology reference book or textbook for use by a member’s clinical
diagnostic microbiology laboratory.

Eligibility:

1. The book should be for use in a clinical diagnostic laboratory setting in
the NSW-ACT where a significant portion of workload consists of
microbiological samples.

2. The desired book must have relevance to diagnostic clinical
microbiology.

Membership Status:

Applicants must have been members of the NSW-ACT Branch of the
Australian Society for Microbiology for at least 12 months before the Award
application is submitted.

Application Requirements:
Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following:

1. A covering letter giving specific details of the desired book, a brief
summary of how the book will benefit the particular microbiology
laboratory, with names and signatures of both the applicant and a
seconder who are both current members of ASM NSW-ACT Branch.

Conditions of the Award:

1. Applications will be considered by the NSW-ACT Branch Committee as
they are received, and applicants notified whether their application has
been successful.

2. Once approved, applicants should then proceed to purchase the
nominated book and provide an original tax invoice or receipt to the
Branch treasurer for reimbursement up to a maximum of $120.

3. Only one book award will be given per laboratory or institution per year,
on a first-come first-served basis.

4. The NSW-ACT Branch Committee reserves the right to not offer an
award.

Closing Date: 31° December 2013

Applications to:  Peter Huntington
Secretary
ASM NSW-ACT Branch
Email: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au
Fax: (02) 9926 4081

Page 1 of 1
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Focus continued

Two isolates, collected at different time
VANCOMYCIN points during vancomycin therapy, had single
l nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) in walK,
which encodes a sensor histidine kinase

involved in the control of cell wall
O O =) = =P O hVISA -walK (G660A) metabolism; mutations in this gene have
previously been shown to drive the
O O hVISA/VISA phenotype® and appear to
i represent a common pathway of resistance

O =/~ = > O VISA DNS - walk (A1106G) (at least in Australian ST239 isolates). Of
relevance, these isolates had mutations at
Figure 1. Resistant sub-populations (small red circles) different locations within wa/k that resulted in

emerging from a cloud of variation (large circle) upon different resistance phenotypes (see Fig. 1)
vancomycin exposure. hVISA, heteroresistant vancomycin . . L2
intermediate S. aureus; VISA, vancomycin intermediate S. Wh'l_e cross-resistance 3t0 <_:Iapt0myCIn has
aureus; DNS, daptomycin non-susceptible. previously been noted’, this represents a

good example of how salvage therapy based
on the resistance phenotype of isolated

colonies grown on a plate can result in clinical failure.

Therefore, when choosing the correct antibiotic for salvage therapy, deep sequencing of bacterial DNA
isolated from a patients blood sample may in fact be clinically useful, as such an approach would
overcome the selective culture “bias” of particular sub-populations and provide a more representative
snapshot of circulating mutations. In the context of vancomycin therapy (for example), the availability
of metagenomic information would allow identification of wal/k and/or other mutations that also result
in cross-resistance (or decreased susceptibility) to alternate antimicrobials, thus preventing additional
clinical failures?.

However, the utility of such an approach would require the following:

1) A more detailed understanding of resistance mechanisms for relevant antibiotics, including role of
the broader genetic background. With respect to the latter, such understanding could also guide
choice of initial therapy (i.e. could predict resistance development), and;

2) The development of new technologies that facilitate adequate recovery of bacterial DNA (from
blood/tissue samples) for whole genome sequencing.

Despite the above considerations, which are not necessarily trivial, it is likely that such an approach is
foreseeable in the not too distant future and that whole genome sequencing will have an important
role in microbial diagnostics.

The authors are members of the Antibiotic Resistance and Mobile Elements Group (ARMEG), School of
Medicine, University of Western Sydney (UWS). ARMEG is based at the Ingham Institute for Applied
Medical research. Dr Slade Jensen is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Medicine at UWS. Slade did his
Ph.D. and postdoctoral work at the University of Sydney, with Peter Reeves and Neville Firth,
respectively. Slade’s lab works on Staphylococcus aureus, and especially the role of mobile genetic
elements and horizontal gene transfer in the acquisition of pathogenicity and antibiotic resistance.

References

1. Peleg AY, Miyakis S, Ward DV et al. PLoS One 2012; 7: €28316.

2. van Hal SJ, Steen JA, Espedido BA et al. J Antimicrob Chemother 2013; doi:10.1093/jac/dkt354.
3. Howden BP, McEvoy CR, Allen DL et al. PLoS Pathog 2011; 7: e1002359.
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Reports from Recent Events

Clinical SIG Meeting, 24" June 2013

St Vincent's Hospital

On a wet and windy 24th of June St. Vincent's
Hospital hosted a very successful clinical SIG
meeting.

Approximately 30 microbiologists from various
microbiology departments (and Sydney Water)
across Sydney braved the elements o turn up
to 3 interesting presentations.

The St. Vincent's microbiology registrar Dr
Indy Sandaradura gave an interesting talk on
Mycobacterium bovis in an immunosuppressed
patient. This was followed by a presentation on
the latest discovery of a cyst stage in the life
cycle of Dientamoeba fragilis which has
numerous public health implications by Damien
Stark. Finally Joel Barratt from UTS rounded
off the night with the latest molecular data on
the D. fragilis transcriptome hot off the
press!

Overall a great night was had by all and it was
good to catch up with some old and some not
so old familiar faces!

Reported by Dr Damien Stark

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Annual General
Meeting, 20" August 2013

WatervieW Restaurant

The 2013 Annual General Meeting of the
NSW-ACT Branch was held at the Waterview
restaurant, Bicentennial Park Homebush on
Tuesday 20™ August.

Ruth Hall presented her Chairperson's report
with highlights of the activities Branch over
the last 12 months.

Several long-serving members of the Branch
Committee are not continuing on the Branch
Committee. On behalf of the Branch, Ruth
thanked Kerry Varettas, Peter Hansen and
Bruce Wong for their service to members over
many years as secretary, freasurer and
committee member respectively.

Jim Manos presented the Treasurer's report,
a copy of which is included in this edition of
Syntrophy. The NSW-ACT Branch continues
to hold a reserve of funds and has been able
to fund the activities of the Branch in 2013
from interest, capitation, and sponsorship,
with an overall deficit in the year ended 31
March 2013 of $2352.

Ruth noted that the ASM National Financial
Statement to 31 March 2013 showed a cash
balance for NSW that incorrectly also

=——AST=C

Standard Microbiology CO2 Incubator

e Thermal conductivity (TC) sensor

e 165L capacity
e 2 year warranty

Special price for Syntrophy readers
$6,000 (ex GST)

Product code:
SCA165D

Offer ends
30t September
2013

@ Distributed by Abacus ALS

ABACUS AlS 1800222287 | info@abacus-als.com

www.abacus-als.com
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Reports continued

included SIG funds held in bank accounts located in NSW. The National Statement also failed to
correctly list NSW Branch Term deposits for 2013. The National Statement is available from
the National Website: http://www.theasm.org.au/assets/ASM/Australian-Society-for-
Microbiology-Inc-31-March-2013-FINAL.PDF.

Ruth shared some of the key points of discussion from the 2013 National Council meetings, as
well as plans for the 2014 National Meeting in Melbourne and 2015 in Canberra.

Winners of Branch awards in 2013 included Laura Nolan (UTS, BD Student Award), Rita Rapa
(UTS, Branch Student Prize), and Christopher Harmer (USYD, Post-doctoral Award). Ruth noted
that while the Branch continues to offer a variety of awards, there have not been many
applicants this year.

Ruth announced a new Clinical Laboratory Book Award, which is advertised in this Syntrophy.
Feedback at the meeting suggested a similar award could also be valuable for members working in
industry, and Ruth welcomed further suggestions from members for new awards.

Several changes to Branch By-Laws had been proposed by the Branch Committee and Ruth
explained the background for each of the changes. Each of the amendments was then passed by
unanimous vote of the members present at the AGM.

The agenda then moved on to election of Branch Office-bearers for 2013-2014. NSW-ACT
Branch Chair passed to our Chair-Elect, Charlotte Webster, while Jim Manos continued as Branch
Treasurer for another year. Peter Huntington was the only nomination received for the position
of Secretary, and was elected unanimously by the members present. It was pleasing to see that
several new nominations were received for the Branch Committee this year, and all nominees
were elected unanimously by the meeting.

The NSW-ACT Branch Committee for 2013-2014 is:
e Charlotte Webster, Concord Hospital - Chair
e Jim Manos, University of Sydney - Treasurer
e Peter Huntingon, Royal North Shore Hospital - Secretary
e Ruth Hall, University of Sydney
¢ Daniel Seed, Concord Hospital
e Nick Coleman, University of Sydney
¢ Ruiting Lan, University of New South Wales
e Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University
e Slade Jensen, University of Western Sydney (New)
e Tim Newsome, University of Sydney (New)
e Bobby Dimitrijovski, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital (New)
e Nicola Petfty, University of Technology Sydney (New)
e Sashi Anantham, University of Sydney, Student (New)
e Josie Lategan, Macquarie University (New)
e Jose Burgos-Portugal, University of New South Wales, Student (New)
e Mitchell Brown, Westmead Hospital (New)


http://www.theasm.org.au/assets/ASM/Australian-Society-for-Microbiology-Inc-31-March-2013-FINAL.PDF
http://www.theasm.org.au/assets/ASM/Australian-Society-for-Microbiology-Inc-31-March-2013-FINAL.PDF
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Reports continued

The Branch auditor John Richardson was also elected for another year.

Following the meeting, members enjoyed the rest of their 3-course dinner and were challenged
with a couple of rounds of Microbiology Trivia hosted by Charlotte. After round one only half a
point separated the leading tables. Ultimately "Table 2" emerged victorious and were given a
suitable reward. Thanks to Daniel Seed and Thiru Vanniasinkam who helped put together the
challenging questions.

You may like to test yourself with this sample of the Micro Trivia:

What is the world's biggest bacteria?

The first human virus discovered was...?

In 1876 Robert Koch published his findings on the germ theory of disease. What was the
bacterium he worked with?

In 1899 Martinus Beijerinck described a pathogen as a 'soluble living microbe’ what is this
pathogen now called?

Ronald Ross was awarded the Nobel prize for Medicine in 1902 for work on which parasite?
The first documented discovery of a bacteriophage was made by this scientist in 1915?

Thank you to everyone for a very enjoyable night.

Reported by Peter Huntington
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Reports continued

Trivia Answers:

Thiomargerita namibiensis up to 0.75 mm (diameter)
Yellow fever virus by Walter Reed

Bacillus anthracis

Tobacco mosaic virus

Malarial parasite

Frederick Twort




The NSW-ACT Branch Committee for 2013-2014

Charlotte Webster (Chair) is a Scientist at Concord Hospital and her areas of expertise
include Clinical Microbiology and Mycology, Laboratory Database Coordination. Her sub-
areas of interest include Sexually Transmitted Infections and Veterinary Microbiology.

Peter Huntington (Secretary) is a Senior Hospital Scientist for NSW Health Pathology at
Royal North Shore Hospital. His area of expertise is in antibiotic susceptibility testing and
detection of antimicrobial resistant organisms. He has particular interest in carbapenemases
and Clostridium difficile.

Dr Jim Manos (Treasurer) is a Senior Lecturer in Infectious Diseases and Head of the
Bacterial Pathogens in cystic fibrosis research group at the University of Sydney. His current
research focus is Pseudomonas aeruginosa lung infections in cystic fibrosis sufferers. Dr
Manos has also previously worked on Helicobacter pylori and Proteus mirabilis.

Prof. Ruth Hall is at Sydney University in the School of Molecular Bioscience. Her research
interests revolve around antibiotic resistance in Gram negative bacteria, particularly how
resistance genes are acquired and spread by plasmids, transposons, gene cassettes and
other mobile elements. Currently the lab works on Acinetobacter baumannii, Klebsiella
pneumoniae, Escherichia coli and Salmonella Typhimurium.

Dr Nick Coleman is a Senior Lecturer in Microbiology in the School of Molecular Bioscience
(SMB) at the University of Sydney. Nick's research is in environmental microbiology and
biotechnology, especially biodegradation of pollutants. Nick is also interested in mobile
genetic elements, especially in the context of bacterial adaptation to xenobiotic chemicals.
His favourite bacteria are Mycobacterium and Pseudomonas. Nick worked as a postdoc at
Tyndall Air Force Base (USA), and in USyd-SMB before being appointed Lecturer in 2006.
Nick teaches microbiology to BSc., BPharm, BMedSc, and BAgSc students, and is the
course coordinator of MICR3042, Molecular Microbiology Research Skills.

A.Prof Ruiting Lan is at the University of New South Wales, School of BABS. His research
is focused on enteric pathogens including Vibrio cholera, Shigella, Salmonella and
Escherichia coli, including the origins and evolution of pandemic clones.

Daniel Seed is a Scientist at Concord Hospital and his areas of expertise include
Mycobacterium, Serology and Quality Management.

Dr Thiru Vanniasinkam is a Senior Lecturer teaching Immunology and Microbiology
courses, Program Leader of the Bachelor of Forensic Biotechnology and Head of the
Microbiology Discipline Group at Charles Sturt University. Dr Vanniasinkam is currently
involved in research projects on viral vector based vaccine development for Prescottella equi
and Campylobacter jejuni. She has previously worked on adenoviral vector based vaccine
development at The Wistar Institute (University of Pennsylvania campus), USA.

Mitchell Brown is a Senior Scientist in the General Microbiology Unit at the Centre for
Infectious Diseases and Microbiology (CIDM) at Westmead Hospital and is also affiliated
with the University of Technology, Sydney. His area of expertise is identification of bacterial
pathogens, particularly difficult to identify organisms. Mitchell has previously worked in a
number of specialist laboratories including the Enteric Reference Laboratory and
Pneumococcal Reference Laboratory.

Dr Nico Petty is a Senior Lecturer and group leader in Microbial Genomics at the ithree
institute, University of Technology Sydney. Her research uses bioinformatics and molecular
microbiology to investigate emerging pathogens, particularly pathogenic E. coli, with a focus



on their mobile genetic elements and bacteriophages. Nico previously held research
positions at University of Queensland, Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, University of
Cambridge and Pfizer.

Dr Slade Jensen is a Senior Lecturer in Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at the School
of Medicine, University of Western Sydney. His research interests include understanding the
molecular mechanisms that contribute to the capacity of staphylococcal/enterococcal
plasmids to acquire and maintain antimicrobial resistance genes in the absence of selective
pressure. He is also interested in the use of genomics as a tool for understanding how
methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus and other important hospital pathogens, such as
vancomycin resistant enterococci and Klebsiella pneumoniae, evolve in the hospital
environment, particularly with respect to mechanisms of antibiotic resistance and increased
virulence.

Dr Tim Newsome is a Senior Lecturer in Virology at the School of Molecular Bioscience, the
University of Sydney. His current research examines viral-host interactions at the cellular
level. His expertise is in orthopoxviruses, cellular transport of viruses, cytoskeleton, sub-
cellular imaging and the usurpation of host signalling pathways.

Jose Burgos-Portugal is a Ph.D student at the University of New South Wales, having also
completed his undergraduate studies there and graduating with an Honours class I. His Ph.D
project investigates the roles of Autophagy and the innate immune response to bacterial
infection in the onset of Crohn’s disease. His Ph.D project examines these roles by utilising
both bacterium’s Campylobacter concisus and Campylobacter ureolyticus to further
understand their pathogenic potential

Dr M Josie Lategan is a lecturer in Medical Microbiology and Environmental Microbiology at
Macquarie University. She is a member of the Freshwater Ecology and Ecotoxicology
Research group at Macquarie University. Her current research focus is on developing fungal
indicators for risk assessment and monitoring of groundwater contamination. Dr Lategan’s
research career integrates both the medical and environmental fields and has included
identification and management of pathogens in the aquaculture industry, probiotics,
emerging antimicrobial patterns and identification of antimicrobial substances produced by
microorganisms.

Bobby Dimitriovski is the acting Senior Hospital Scientist of the Bacteriology Section, in the
Microbiology Department, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital. He is currently partaking in a
research Masters with UWS and the ARMEG group at the Ingham Institute of Medical
Research. He aims to assess tolerance of hospital-acquired MRSA bacteraemia isolates to
vancomycin, with particular emphasis on heterogeneous-vancomycin intermediate
Staphylococcus aureus (h-VISA).

Sashi Anantham is a 4" year PhD candidate who is completing his PhD with Ruth Hall. His
main areas of interest are antibiotic resistance in the human commensal Escherichia coli
population, and the characteristics of resistant and susceptible E. coli strains that can persist
in the human colon.



The Australian Society for Microbiology
NSW-ACT Branch
ABN 24 065 463 274
Treasurer's Report for the year ended
31 March 2013

Reconciled total cash balance as at 1 April 2012 $ 116,825 2011 $116,585
Receipts Payments Receipts Payments
$ $ $ $
Interest 4,977 5,794
Sponsorship 9,300 13,800
Capitation (NSW and ACT combined) 9,351 10,242
PCR Clinical Microbiology compendium royalties 1,381 1,831
SIG meeting costs 8,084 5,536
Meeting & speaker support/sponsorship 2,423 2,059
Prizes and Awards 1,337 2,717
Events:
Christmas party 2,280 3,881 2,440 6,337
Professor Robert Skov Feb 2012. Meeting 45 2,723
AGM 1,750 3,098 1,660 3,533
BD Student Award Night - 671
Administrative assistance 9,360 9,360
Branch Committee meals 1,039 887
Conference calls, postage, ISP 178 149
Website and secretarial services 1,000 1,200
Auditor’s expenses 359 345
Bank charges 87 10
Miscellaneous (Printing and ASM banner) 500
Totals 29,039 31,391 35,767 35,527
Excess of payments over receipts YE 31.3.2113: (2,352) 240

[Previous report — Year to 31 March 2012 — surplus of
receipts over payments of $240]

Reconciled total cash balances as at 31 March 2013 $114,473 2012 $116,825

Assets

Reconciled account balances as at 31 March 2012:

Westpac cheque account 032-056 13-2527 $ 203 $291
SGECU 126 Term deposit ($60,000 maturing 28 June 2013 at 4.15%) $ 60,000 $60,000
SGECU 122.1 Term deposit ($25,000 maturing 30 April 2013 at 4.25%) $ 25,000 $ 25,000
SGECU S1Access account (counter and internet transactions) $161 $8,110
SGECU S10 Cash Management Account (now closed) $0 $37
SGECU S11 iNet account (internet transactions only) $3,545 $ 2,581
SGECU S13 Bonus saver account (base interest and conditional bonus interest) $25,564 $20,806

Total bank accounts at 31 March

2013 $ 114,473

2012 $ 116,825

Sundry computer, camera and electronic equipment — estimated realizable value $ 450 $600
Liabilities Nil Nil
Expected future commitments:

Administrative assistance $ 9,360

Website development and management $ 1,700

Support for SIGs, speakers and major events $ 40,000

Awards $ 9,000

Conference calls & refreshments — Branch Committee meetings $ 2,400

Replacement laptop, software $ 4,000

Total $ 66,460 $66,060

AUDITOR'S REPORT: The accounts are prepared on a cash-in cash-out basis.
Based on my enquiries and testing of the system, | have formed the opinion that the above

statements fairly represent the financial affairs of the branch.

J’ A ﬁ«'l/{\_(ﬁﬁdhw/

John S. Richardson, BEc, MBA (Syd), CPA

Jim Manos BSc(Hons |) PhD MASM
Branch Treasurer
19 August 2013

37 Bolwarra Ave
West Pymble
19 August 2013



CAPSIG NSW

Ldp Slé’ -~ (COSMETICS AND PHARMACEUTICAL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP)
* ABN 20 932 313 797

Report on CAPSIG (NSW) Seminar 11% July 2013

The second CAPSIG Seminar in 2013 was held as a satellite event to the ASM Annual Conference.
For the benefit of those Sydney-siders who were unable to attend the full conference in Adelaide,
we were fortunate to have the three speakers, including one from the UK, agreeing to present in
Sydney. Despite the clash of date with RACI Pharmaceutical Sciences Group meeting, we were
pleased to record an attendance of over 80; with 10 registrants rushing over to our CAPSIG venue
after their attendance with RACI.

Mr. Fergus O’Connell of ams Laboratories gave the rationale and risk assessment of environmental
monitoring program. Fergus suggested that all sampling points and test criteria should be tailored to
suit an individual facility. Risk assessment should cover different stages of EM life-cycle, site and
stage at which products are most susceptible to contamination exposure or most inaccessible to
cleaning and sanitation. Initially, oversampling is advisable and re-assessment should be ongoing to
determine high risk areas. Sampling procedures and interpretation of results are as important as
settle plates, finger plates and surface swabs which have their own limitations, as well as the
vagaries of human factors (sampling time of the day, operator fatigue. etc). After any change in
process, re-qualification is essential.

Mr David Buckley, formerly of the TGA and now an independent consultant based in Canberra, is
no stranger to CAPSIG. He brought us back to the basic tools of quality, including the ‘fish bone’
technique of quality management. From his years of audit experience, his presentation was like a
mix of ‘reality show’ and ‘CSI’. To demonstrate that every manufacturing facility may have their
own unique characteristic, David shared with us a collection of his audit findings, including
anonymous sample photos and the course of investigation and corrective actions in each instances.
In summing up, he also provided a preview on some of the proposed changes in related ISO
Standards such as ISO14644 and 14698. (Reporter’s note: Quite often, we have noted that
comments are sometimes made regarding the lack of clear direction from the regulatory
authorities; when indeed, it is up to the quality practitioners, to adopt a logical and justified
approach based on the guidance documents such as the PIC, cGMP, 1SO standard, etc.)

Dr Colin Booth of ThermoFisher Scientific in the UK is one of overseas speakers at the ASM
Conference. We were previleged to have him making a special trip to Sydney for CAPSIG NSW. In
these days of demand on efficiency and reliability of test results, we are increasingly becoming
more dependent on rapid methods and sensitive instrumentation. Traditional incubation times of
tests can take days which often impacts on the timing of product release. With the development of
high-tech equipment, including Lasar induced Fluorescence Aerosol Optical Spectroscopy, etc.;
results can be both available much sooner and more reliable.

All these three presentations were so comprehensive that it is not possible to summarise in few
paragraphs. The speakers have therefore consented to have their presentations posted on our
CAPSIG website. It is a must for everyone to visit www.capsig.com.au These are highly
recommended as useful tools when it comes to your own design and implementation of
environmental monitoring programs, validation, OOS investigation and options for sample
collection and analyses.

Reporter — Hilary Fong



ASM CS&M SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

NSW-ACT Branch of the Australian Society for Microbiology,

Clinical Serology and Molecular Special Interest Group

Convenor: Deane Byers tel:(02) 9045 6070 Email: serology@rcpagap.com.au
Treasurer/Secretary: David Dickeson tel:(02) 9845 6861 Email: david.dickeson@swahs.health.nsw.gov.au

It was great to see a great crowd of 52 at the latest CS&M SIG meeting, held at Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology,
North Ryde. The meeting was kindly supported by the ASM NSW-ACT Branch.

This meeting was focused towards the users of EDCNet, an internet-based program for monitoring quality
control test results, which is provided through the National Serological Reference Laboratory (NRL) in
Melbourne, Victoria (NRL). Two speakers joined us from the NRL to outline and demonstrate some new
advances with this program and other initiatives. Our first speaker Thu-Anh Pham (Public Relations &
Marketing Manager, NRL), presented ‘Introduction to QConnect: A new way of delivering QC’ and Wayne
Dimech (Business Development Manager, NRL), presented a ‘Demonstration of the re-developed EDCNet’.
Following the presentations there was lots of questions and interactive discussion. [Further information:

thuanh@nrl.gov.au; wayne@nrl.gov.au]

Thank you to the speakers, attendees and sponsors for a very informative evening... Look forward to seeing
everyone at the next meeting... Deane Byers = ASM NSW-ACT Branch CS&M SIG Convenor
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ASM Contact Details

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair — Charlotte Webster
Tel: +61 2 9767 6642

Email: charlotte.webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary — Peter Huntington
Tel: +61 2 9926 4329
Email: peter.huntington@health.nsw.gov.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer — Jim Manos
Tel: +61 2 9351 8942

Email: jim.manos@sydney.edu.au

ASM National Office

P.O. Box 375 South Melbourne
VIC 3205, Australia

Tel: 1300 656 423

Fax: 1300 655 841

Email: admin@theasm.com.au

Websites Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Administrative Officer
Natasha Pavic at natashapavic@hotmail.com. Companies seeking to fill positions and

National ASM: ASM members seeking employment are welcome to place an advertisement in an

www.theasm.org.au/ upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Administrative Officer with your details
for inclusion.

ASM NSW-ACT Branch:
WWW.asmnsw.com.au/

ASM National Conference Calendar

July 2014 ASM2014 Melbourne
July 2015 ASM2015 Canberra
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