
SYNTROPHY 

Volume 13 
Issue 9: 2012  

 

The Australian Society for Microbiology Incorporated NSW ACT Branch Newsletter (ABN 52 360 314 588) 

Upcoming event 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch 
Christmas Party 

Date: Wednesday 5th 
December 2012 

Venue: Yiamas Greek 
Taverna, St Peters 

RSVP: Nicholas Coleman at 
nicholas.coleman@sydney.e
du.au   

 

 

Please note the following 
deadline for submissions to 
Syntrophy Volume 13:10:2012 
closes 22nd November 2012. 
Email all contributions, as well 
as any suggestions or 
comments, to the 
Administrative Officer, Natasha 
Pavic, at 
natashapavic@hotmail.com. 

Syntrophy is distributed to 
members via details recorded 
on the National office database. 
Print copies are available upon 
request. 

Editorial board: Syntrophy is 
produced via the combined 
efforts of Natasha Pavic and the 
committee. The editorial is 
rotated amongst the editorial 
board members. The board 
members solicit the lead 
articles. 

 

 

In this issue 

Focus   1 

Dates for your Diary 2 

News & Notices 8 

ASM Sponsors 2012 8 

ASM Awards 2012 9 

Focus continued 11 

Reports from Recent 
Events  

 
12 

ASM Contact Details 14 
 

 

From the Editor 

It’s nearing the end of 2012, and 
we hope that everyone has had a 
successful year in Microbiology. 
The ASM Christmas party will be 
held on December 5th this year 
(see the flier with this issue). This 
is a chance to catch up with your 
colleagues, eat, drink and be 
merry, so please book now and 
mark it in your diaries.  

The Goldsworthy Memorial 
Lecture was given by Professor 
Bill Rawlinson on the 9th October. 
This event was well attended and 
a chance for many to catch up. 
We thank Bill for an informative 
and enjoyable lecture. 

This issue of Syntrophy is again 
filled with notices for events to 
enjoy. For meetings and events 
organised by our SIGs and by 
other groups see Dates for your 
Diary. JAMS continues to meet on 
the last Wednesday of every 
month (November 29th) at the 
Museum. Visit their website to 
register for announcements to 
come to you by e-mail.  

Sadly, Dr. Gillian Scott, a long 
serving committee member and 
our Secretary since mid-2011, will 
be leaving the Branch committee 
next month. Our thanks go to 
Gillian for her unstinting efforts 

on the committee and in keeping 
our records straight. We will miss 
her. Gillian has taken up a new 
position and is leaving 
Microbiology behind - we wish 
her well in her new endeavours.   

Please remember to contact Jim 
Manos 
(jim.manos@sydney.edu.au), our 
new treasurer, on financial 
matters. 

Ruth Hall, Chair, NSW-ACT State 
Branch Committee 

 

Focus  
Changes in diet and gut microbiota 
composition drive the development of 
metabolic dysfunction By Connie Ha 

Obesity, insulin resistance 
and low-grade systemic 
inflammation are major 
health concerns. These 
chronic disorders are 
multifactorial in nature but 
they are linked to processes 
in the gut, e.g. increased 
energy absorption from diet 
and persistent stimulation of 

pro-inflammatory pathways. 
Epidemiological work has 
revealed that not all obese 
people are prone to 
metabolic complications but 
where fat is stored in the 
body has an profound 
impact. In fact the majority 
of people suffering from 
type 2 diabetes and chronic 
inflammation has apple-
shaped figure with 
excessive fat accumulation 
around the abdomen, while 
pear-shaped bodies with 

below-the-belt fat  

accumulation account for a 
small percentage of the 
affected population. This 
observation raises an 
important question: what 
makes abdominal fat 
metabolically dangerous?  

Several groups have 
proposed a role for gut 
imbalance in shaping the 
metabolic consequences of 
abdominal fat. For example, 
Lam et al. (1) have 
proposed dietary changes 
and altered gut microbial 
composition are the key 
factors in impaired gut 
barrier function which 
results in a “leaky gut”. The 
weakened barrier allows 
movement of microbes and 
associated metabolites from 
the gut lumen into 
abdominal fat which wraps 
around the intestines. 

Accordingly pro-
inflammatory responses are 
continually switched on, 
leading to further 
complications. If an 
individual carries more 
weight around the gut, the 
excess abdominal fat can 
act as an amplifier of gut 
imbalance and drives the 

chain of events leading to 
metabolic dysfunction. Part 
of my research is to test if 
this explains the linkage 
between abdominal fat and 
higher risk of metabolic 
disorders.  

The first part is to 
understand how diet 
influences gut function. 
Dietary changes can be a 
shift in energy intake or the 
ratio of proteins, 
carbohydrates and fat.  

Continued on page 11 
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Dates for your Diary 2012 

Wednesday 5th December 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Christmas Party 
Yiamas Greek Taverna 

1/5 Princes Hwy, St Peters 
$40 for 10 courses  

Beer, wine, soft drink included 
Live Greek music and dance floor! 

RSVP by 30th November to Nicholas Coleman 

at nicholas.coleman@sydney.edu.au   
 

See the attached Flyer for more 
information!  

 
 

 

Wednesday 12th December 

CAPSIG Xmas Seminar 
Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL 

Regulatory Reform of Formulated 
Products Including Customer, Cosmetic 

and Specialty Hygiene Products 

Cost: $75 per person 
Cheques payable to CAPSIG NSW 

 

See the attached Flyer for more 
information!  

 
 

1st – 2nd March 2013 

Parasitology Masterclass 
Adelaide 

http://parasitologymasterclass.theasm.
org.au/ 
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Wed. 5th Dec , 7 pm 
Yiamas Greek Taverna 

1/5 Princes Hwy, St. Peters

$40 for 10 courses:  greek salad, tzatziki, tarama, 
haloumi, loukaniko, calamari, spanakopites, eggplant 
saganaki, pork souvlakia , desserts  (vege. alternatives 
available – please indicate in your RSVP )
Beer, wine, soft drinks  included 
Live Greek music and dance floor 
Easy  public transport via train+bus.
Function room seats 60 max, so get in early !
RSVP by 30 Nov : nicholas.coleman@sydney.edu.au
Pay by EFT to BSB 659000, acc: 671774
toAust. Soc. Microbiol.NSW Branch
Please ensure your name appears in the Reference 
section of the EFT payment for identification

mailto:nicholas.coleman@sydney.edu.au


 

 

                                CAPSIG NSW 

(COSMETICS AND PHARMACEUTICAL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP) 

ABN 20 932 313 797 

  

Regulatory Reform of Formulated Products Including Consumer, 

Cosmetic and Specialty Hygiene Products 

 

Being innovative and developing new products has become a major challenge in an age where a 

product’s life cycle is short, the market competitive and government regulations, consumer, and 

environmental perspectives so stringent. For such a small population and associated market size, 

Australia is burdened with enormous regulatory controls. Are they too much or a necessity in the 

global consumer market place? What is the role for industry advocates and collective 

representation in trying to responsibly reduce the amount of regulatory controls. The CAPSIG 

(NSW) Committee is delighted to have Ms. Bronwyn Capanna, Executive Director of Accord 

Australasia share her experience and insights of the latest state of play in regulatory reforms to the 

cosmetics, consumer and hygiene products from an industry perspective. 

 

Date:   Wednesday 12/12/12 

Venue:  Main Auditorium, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL 

  Canterbury Rd, Hurlstone Park. 

PROGRAMME  

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Registration  

5:00 pm – 6:10 pm Introduction – Dr Paul Priscott,  ams Laboratories Pty. Ltd. 

6:10 pm – 6:50 pm Ms. Bronwyn Capanna – Executive Director, Accord Australasia  

6:50 pm – 7:00 pm Question time  

7:00 pm – onwards Dinner, plus the annual festive activities in the usual CAPSIG-NSW style!! 

Cost: $75.00 per person. Cheques payable to CAPSIG - NSW.  (CAPSIG is a 

non-profit group with annual turn-over less than the statutory limit and hence 

GST is not applicable) 

RSVP:  Monday 3
rd

 December 2012  

 

 

This seminar is proudly sponsored by: 

 
 

                

                          

  



 

           CAPSIG  NSW 

(COSMETICS AND PHARMACEUTICAL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP) 

                            ABN 20 932 313 797 

 

BOOKING FORM  

Please note, booking and payment by the RSVP date are essential for attendance. 

Names(s):            

             

             

Company:            

Address:            

e-mail:       Telephone:      

Seat Allocation:           

(For seat allocation, please include numbers and the company you wish to sit with). 

              

BANKING DETAILS 

Account Name:   CAPSIG  NSW 

Account No.    043238414 

BSB:     112-879 

Bank:     St. George 

 

CHEQUES to be sent to:   Ms. Des Hadjimichael,  

  37 Waterside Crescent, 

        Earlwood NSW 2206 

      E-mail: info@capsig.com.au 

 

TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS 

Payment must be made by the RSVP date of the seminar. 

Payment must be by cheque or direct deposit (make sure you include your company / name in the 

transaction). All cheques must be made to CAPSIG NSW. 

Cancellations must be made by the RSVP date, otherwise full cost of the seminar must be paid. 

CAPSIG NSW is a non-profit group with an annual turn-over less than the statutory limit and hence 

GST is not applicable or charged. 

If you require an invoice please email Des at info@capsig.com.au    

Prior booking is essential for seminar attendance. 
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� ANTIMICROBIALS 201321st – 23rd February 2013
Sofitel Sydney Wentworth Hotel, Sydney, Australia

IMPORTANT DATES
•	 ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DEADLINE	

Friday 7th December 2012

•	 ABSTRACT NOTIFICATION	
Friday 14th December 2012

•	 EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION	
Friday 21st December 2012

PLENARY SPEAKERS
•	 Louis Rice. Brown University, United States of 

America

•	 Peter Davey. University of Dundee, Scotland

•	 Fred Tenover. Cepheid, United States of 
America

•	 Matthew Cooper. University of Queensland, 

Australia

ONLINE REGISTRATION 
AND ACCOMMODATION 
RESERVATIONS

http://www.antimicrobials2013.com

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM
http://www.antimicrobials2013.com

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
Abstracts must be submitted on-line 	
(www.antimicrobials2013.com) by Friday 7th 	
December 2012. Hardcopy submissions will not 
be accepted. The abstract word limit is 350 words, 
not including abstract title, authors or institute. One 
table or figure permitted. Please nominate your 
presentation preference (oral or poster). Please 
note oral presentations cannot be guaranteed. 
Presentation format will be decided by the ASA 
Committee. Accepted abstracts will be eligible for 
early bird registration.

ASA TRAVEL AWARDS
Travel Awards are available to ASA financial members 
presenting a proffered paper (oral or poster). 
Applicants must have been a financial ASA member 

for at least the previous 12 months. The awards 
consist of a return economy airfare, accommodation 
and registration. Applications must be forwarded to the 
ASA Secretary, Despina Kotsanas (info@asainc.net.
au) before Friday 7th December 2012. The application 
must include a copy of the abstract and for abstracts 
with more than one author a letter stating the relative 
contribution of the applicant towards the research.

MEETING SECRETARIAT
ICMS Pty Ltd, 84 Queensbridge Street, Southbank, 
Victoria 3006, Australia. Telephone +61 3 9682 
0244
Fax: +61 3 9682 0288
Please direct all registration and accommodation 
queries to the Meeting Secretariat 
(antimicrobials2013@icms.com.au). All other 
enquiries must be directed to the Australian Society 
for Antimicrobials (info@asainc.net.au)

R E G I S T R A T I O N  A N D  C A L L  F O R  A B S T R A C T S

Australian Society for Antimicrobials 
14th Annual Scientific Meeting



THURSDAY, 21 FEBRUARY FRIDAY, 22 FEBRUARY SATURDAY, 23 FEBRUARY
INDUSTRY BREAKFAST 

SYMPOSIUM (TBC) 
0700 - 0845 

INDUSTRY BREAKFAST 
SYMPOSIUM (TBC) 

0700 - 0845

INDUSTRY BREAKFAST  
SYMPOSIUM (TBC) 

0700 - 0845
0900 – 1000
Plenary 1
Antimicrobial Stewardship
(Peter Davey, University of Dundee, Scotland)

0900 – 1000
Plenary 2
Rapid Diagnostics and Appropriate Antibiotic Use
(Louis Rice, Brown University, USA)

0900 – 1000
Plenary 4
New Antimicrobial Discovery: Promise versus Reality
(Matthew Cooper, University of Queensland, 
Queensland)

1000 - 1100
Plenary 3
Molecular Diagnostics for Infectious Diseases: From 
DNA Probes to Whole Genome Sequencing, An 
Insider’s Perspective
(Fred Tenover, Cepheid, USA)

MORNING TEA  
AND POSTER SESSION 

1000 - 1030

MORNING TEA  
AND POSTER SESSION 

1100 - 1130

MORNING TEA  
AND POSTER SESSION 

1000 - 1030
1030 – 1200
Symposium 1
Resistance to Enterobacteriaceae
•	 Rapid Detection of MDROs (Fred Tenover, Cepheid, 

USA)
•	 Resistant E. Coli: Risk Profiling (Deborah Williamson, 

Auckland Hospital, New Zealand)
•	 Therapeutic Options (David Paterson, University of 

Queensland, Queensland) 

1130 – 1230
Symposium 3
National Initiatives in Antimicrobial Resistance 
Management - It’s all Happening!
•	 How it came to pass (Thomas Gottlieb, Concord 

Hospital, New South Wales)
•	 Hospital and Federal Initiatives (Marilyn Cruickshank, 

ACSQHC, New South Wales)
•	 Community Initiatives (Danielle Stowasser, NPS, 

New South Wales)

1030 – 1200
Symposium 5
Antimicrobial Stewardship
•	 Metropolitan Tertiary Care Level (Duncan  McKenzie, Royal 

Hobart Hospital, Tasmania)
•	 Regional Private and Long Term Care Facilities (Kirsty 

Buising, St Vincent’s Hospital, Victoria)
•	 Sustainability of AMS (Peter Davey, University of Dundee, 

Scotland) 

INDUSTRY LUNCH - TIME 
SYMPOSIUM (TBC) 

1200 – 1400

INDUSTRY LUNCH - TIME  
SYMPOSIUM (TBC) 

1230 – 1400

INDUSTRY LUNCH - TIME 
SYMPOSIUM (TBC) 

1200 - 1300
1400 – 1530
Proffered Paper Session

1400 – 1530
Proffered Paper Session

1300 - 1430
Proffered Paper Session

1300 - 1430
Pharmacy Workshop 1
Antimicrobial Stewardship – the ‘How to’? 
•	 Stewardship Interventions: What Works and What Doesn’t? 

(Peter Davey, University of Dundee, Scotland) 
•	 Evaluation Cycle for Antimicrobial Stewardship at the Local 

Level (Susan Luu, The Royal Melbourne Hospital, Victoria) 
•	 How to Make an AMS Program Self-funding: Business Case 

and Sustainability of an AMS Program at a Local Level (David 
Andresen, Children’s Hospital at Westmead, New South 
Wales)

AFTERNOON TEA AND POSTER 
SESSION 1 
1530 - 1600 

(Authors in Attendance)

AFTERNOON TEA AND POSTER 
SESSION 2 
1530 - 1600 

(Authors in Attendance) 

AFTERNOON TEA
1430 - 1500

1600 – 1730
Symposium 2
Enterococci – The Guts of the Problem
•	 Mobile Elements and the Plasticity of the Enterococci 

Genome (Louis Rice, Brown University, USA)
•	 Understanding van B VRE (Paul Johnson, Austin 

Health, Victoria)
•	 Treatment of Enterococcal Bacteraemia: Myths and 

Reality (John Turnidge, SA Pathology Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital, South Australia) 

1600 - 1730
Symposium 4
Current Treatment Challenges
•	 C. difficile (Thomas Gottlieb, Concord Hospital, New 

South Wales )
•	 PVL positive S aureus (Sebastian van Hal, Liverpool 

Hospital, New South Wales)
•	 Non Fermenters (Anton Peleg, Alfred Hospital, 

Victoria) 

 1500 - 1630
Symposium 6
How to Roll Out EUCAST (Bacteriology)
•	 (Narelle George, Pathology Queensland Royal Brisbane 

Hospital, Queensland)
•	 (John Turnidge, SA Pathology Women’s and Children’s 

Hospital, South Australia) 
•	 (Michael Huysmans, Alfred Hospital, Victoria)

1730 – 1830
Annual General Meeting

1830 - 2000
Welcome Reception

DISCLAIMER: This program is correct at the time  
of printing, but organisers reserve the right to alter  

the program as deemed necessary.

1730 – 1900
Industry Reception

1500 - 1630
Pharmacy Workshop 2
Bugs and Drugs
•	 Hepatitis C: What’s in, What’s out and What’s New? (Josh 

Davis, Royal Darwin Hospital, Northern Territory) 
•	 Antimicrobial Dosing with Bayesian Approach Such as TCI 

Works (Carl Kirkpatrick, Monash University, Victoria)
•	 What’s New in Outpatient Antimicrobial Therapy (OPAT) 

(David McDougall, Princess Alexandra Hospital, Queensland)

PROPOSED PROGRAM

This activity has been accredited for 3 hours of Group-1 CPD (or  3 CPD credits) suitable for inclusion in an individual 
pharmacist’s CPD plan. The program addresses pharmacist competency standards, including 

(National Competency Standards Framework for Pharmacists in Australia, 2010):
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 6.3, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 8.1, 8.3



 
 
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
Parasitology and Tropical Medicine SIG  

Master Class 2013 
Adelaide, South Australia 

Friday March 1st and Saturday March 2nd 
Key Note Speaker: Lynne Garcia 

 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to obtain professional development in 
Parasitology from one of the world’s leading experts in the field of Medical 
Parasitology, Lynne Garcia. The Master Class will consist of seminars and 
hands-on wet workshop. 
Places are strictly limited due to the capacity of the laboratory for the 
hands-on wet workshop. You will be exposed to preparing specimens for 
examination; microscopically viewing each case and then discussing the 
morphological features of the parasites and the clinical significance of the 
organisms. Expert presenters and demonstrators will be available to assist 
and direct participants during the wet workshop. 
 
Secure your place now via the registration section on the Master Class web 
page at http://parasitologymasterclass.theasm.org.au/ 
 
Early Bird discounted registration rates up to December 31st 2012 
 
The March 1st to 4th weekend in Adelaide is a major Art Festival weekend. 
Therefore, get in early to secure accommodation and your place on the 
Master Class.  
 
Master Class sponsored by ASM, RCPA, ThermoFisher 
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News & Notices ASM Sponsors 2012 
 

Call for Lead Articles!!! 
 

If you would like to contribute an article to 

Syntrophy, please contact Nick Coleman 

at nicholas.coleman@sydney.edu.au. 

The requirements for all articles 

submitted are: 600 word limit 

No more than 5 references 

A short biography to be submitted with 

the article 

 
 

 

 

  

www.biomerieux.com.au  
 

Platinum 
 
 

Silver 
 
 
 
 

www.bd.com  
 

www.thermofisher.com.au  

www.edwardsco.com.au  
 

www.diagnostictechnology.com.au  
 

Bronze 
 
 
 
 
 

Gold 
 
 
 

www.merck-chemicals.com.au  
 

mailto:nicholas.coleman@sydney.edu.au
http://www.biomerieux.com.au/
http://www.bd.com/
http://www.thermofisher.com.au/
http://www.edwardsco.com.au/
http://www.diagnostictechnology.com.au/
http://www.merck-chemicals.com.au/


Merck Millipore is a division of

Biomonitoring is about more than state-of-the-art microbiology testing solutions.
At Merck Millipore we also provide regulatory expertise, comprehensive service, and trust 
for that one result which is invaluable: safe products.

Our broad product portfolio encompasses:

•  Microbiological membrane filtration			   •  Sterility testing

•  Viable and non-viable air monitoring			   •  Surface monitoring

•  Ready-to-use and dehydrated culture media		  •  Pyrogen testing

•  Traditional and rapid microbial detection and identification

For more information contact Merck Millipore:
Ph:  1800 335 571
www.merckmillipore.com

There’s more to safety than meets the eye.
Biomonitoring by Merck Millipore.



Australian Society for Microbiology 
NSW-ACT Branch 

 

 

 

 

ASM Honours Student Prize  
 

         

AWARD: $500.00 towards a conference or meeting within the following 12 
months. Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or receipts 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  
Student member of ASM (studying in NSW/ACT). Applicants must have been 
members of the NSW-ACT branch of the Australian Society for Microbiology 
for at least 12 months before the Award application is submitted. Applications 
must be made during the student’s Honours year. It is also acceptable for 
applicant to have completed Honours in June of the same calendar year. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: 
A written application comprising the following (3 parts) should be 
submitted: 
 

Part 1 – About the student 
Approximately 250 words. 
 
Should include: 

- How or why they got into microbiology, what they like about 
microbiology 

- Information on what they want to do next year  
- Where they see themselves in five years 

 
Part 2 – About the student’s project 
Approximately 1000 words. One extra page for graphs, figures or tables 
Should be written at a level that could be understood by a general 
microbiologist.  
Should include  
  -   An interesting title,   
 -   Clear aims of their project 

- Relevant background  
- A summary of results 
- The implications of their findings  
- Suggestions for follow up  
-  

Part 3 – Two referee’s reports (to be submitted directly to NSW-ACT branch) 
supporting application for the Award. It is the responsibility of the applicant to 
ensure that their referees submit the reports to the ASM NSW Branch 
committee by the closing date 
One must be from the student’s supervisor and the other can be independent   
 
CLOSING DATE: 28th November 2012 
 
EMAIL APPLICATIONS TO:  
Dr Gillian Scott, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary  
Email: g.scott@unsw.edu.au 

mailto:g.scott@unsw.edu.au


Australian Society for Microbiology 
NSW-ACT Branch 

 

 

 

 

NSW-ACT ASM Branch Members Review Award  
 

 
         

AWARD: Up to three awards of $500.00 each will be given in any one 
calendar year. The awards are to be used to further the applicant’s career in 
microbiology e.g. used for travel to a conference, text books, ASM 
membership etc. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: All ASM members except student members-should have been 
a member of ASM for at least 1 yr prior to applying for award. Applicant must 
be currently residing in NSW-ACT. 
 
CRITERIA:  

1. Applicants for the award are to submit a literature review in a topical 
microbiological subject of their choosing (supervisor’s written approval is 
required if applicable) 

2. The Literature review is to be of 2000 – 3000 words and in a 
standardised format e.g. Journal of Clinical Microbiology 

3. A one-page summary of the work should also be provided for publication 
in the NSW-ACT Branch Newsletter, Syntrophy  

4. Payment will be made only on presentation of invoice/s 
 
 

CLOSING DATE: 15th December 2012 
 
 
EMAIL APPLICATIONS TO:  
Dr Gillian Scott, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary  
Email: g.scott@unsw.edu.au 

 

mailto:g.scott@unsw.edu.au
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Focus continued  

To test the hypothesis we had three high fat diets with comparable energy intake and macronutrient ratio but different fat 
composition (lard, sunflower oil or fish oil). Through this setup we could characterise the impact of diet on gut microbiota and 
their relationship to key aspects of host health such as weight, gut barrier function and inflammation. Also, we could 
determine if all types of fat are equally bad for gut function. We found that mice under high fish oil feeding were healthy, 
with normal gut barrier function and weight after eight weeks. Sunflower oil feeding led to weight gain while lard feeding led 
to weight gain and leaky gut. Apart from differences in size and gut barrier function, sequencing data showed that each diet 
is linked to a distinct microbial profile. One of the key findings is that mice with similar metabolic outcomes also had similar 
gut microbial communities. These results implicate the amount and type of dietary fat as important variables in maintaining 
the balance of microbes as well as the metabolic performance of the gut.  

The relevance of gut bacteria in chronic stimulation of pro-inflammatory pathway was also explored. We found that mice with 
a leaky gut also had more bacteria and activated macrophages in the abdominal fat. These features were not evident in fatty 
tissues at other parts of the body or mice with normal gut barrier function. Our results support the hypothesis that under 

specific dietary changes gut bacteria can escape from the lumen through a weakened gut barrier and trigger pro-
inflammatory responses in nearby tissues, such as abdominal fat (Figure 1).  

Together, these findings demonstrate the influence of imbalanced diet and gut microbes in weight gain and inflammation, 
both of which are key aspects of the metabolic dysfunction. We now have evidence for the interconnection between diet, gut 
microbiota and host health and why abdominal fat can be metabolically dangerous. We will use this knowledge to develop 
diagnostic or therapeutic tools for management of metabolism-related disorders. 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Overview of interconnections between diet, gut microbiota and host metabolic health. 

 

References 

1. Lam, Y. Y., Mitchell, A. J., Holmes, A. J., Denyer, G. S., Gummesson, A., Caterson, I. D., Hunt, N. H., and Storlien, L. H. (2011) Role 
of the Gut in Visceral Fat Inflammation and Metabolic Disorders, Obesity 19, 2113-2120. 

 

About the author 

Connie Ha is a PhD student under the supervision of A/Prof Andrew Holmes at the School of Molecular 

Bioscience, University of Sydney. Her research focuses on the relationship between diet, gut microbiota and 

health. She aimed to identify patterns of association between specific microbes and or genes with features of 

the host system and then establish the causal mechanism. 
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Reports from Recent Events  

ASM Expert Seminar September 2012 

Prof Stephen Turner presented a seminar on epigenomics of immunological memory in influenza infections as 

part of an Expert Seminar series sponsored by the Australian Society for Microbiology. The seminar was 

attended by scientists and students from Faculty of Applied Science, University of Canberra, CSIRO Plant 

Sciences, John Curtin School of Medical Research and Research School of Biology, Australian National 

University. The seminar was followed by a spirited question and answer session attended by Early Career 

Researchers and HDR students and a light lunch where the discussions continued.  

Reported by Reena Ghildyal, University of Canberra 

 
 

Clinical SIG Meeting Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 

The Microbiology Department at The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital had another opportunity of hosting a “Clinical 

Special Interest Group” meeting on the 3rd of October, 2012 with an impressive number of fellow enthusiastic 

microbiologists attending the event. 

Earlier this year RPAH had instituted the Roche Elecsys 3000 analyser. Ivan Achjian and Ashwina Tikaram-

Singh described their experiences whilst implementing this system in regards to Rubella and Hepatitis serology 

testing. Comparisons between this analyser and the Architect were discussed. Both units demonstrated good 

correlation and Ashwina went further in describing some of the initial teething issues with the integration of 

the device.  

Genevieve McKew provided a case study of a patient eventually being diagnosed with amoebic colitis. Genevieve 

provided a background on Entamoeba histolytica, and the difficulties associated with diagnosing such an 
infection. “The more things change, the more they stay the same.”  

There was a dual presentation on the advancements with urine analysis. 

I presented a talk describing our evaluation of the UriSed 2 (In Vitro Technologies); a device that automates 

urine manual microscopy. The advantages of such a device were highlighted, and good correlation was 

demonstrated between both methods, though the evaluation did highlight the errors that exist in both 

automated devices and manual methods. 

Sophie Lahanas provided a presentation on the Alfred 60 (Alifax S.P.A.); an automated system for the analysis 

and reporting of urine cultures. Sophie described how this device, when used with microscopy, can significantly 

reduce workload by eliminating negative and non-significant results from being cultured, and generate a same 

day result. Some discrepancies were noted, though her discussion highlighted the importance of determining 

your sensitivity limits before implementing such a device.  

Ravi Dotel provided a brief but interesting case study involving a patient developing bacteremia as a result of an 

animal bite. Ravi went on further to discuss the prevalence of animal bites in relation to infection. Bonus points 

go out to Nelson Dennis from SEALS for identifying the organism directly from the Gram stain (Capnocytophaga 
sp.). 

I would like to thank all of the presenters for all their hard work and effort.  

Thank you to all who attended and to the ASM NSW-ACT branch and their sponsors. Your dedication to the 

industry keeps it moving forward. 

Reported by Bobby Dimitrijovski 
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Reports continued  

2012 Goldsworthy Oration Professor William Rawlinson 

The 2012 Goldsworthy Memorial Lecture was held on the 9th Oct at Sydney University 

with a great presentation on congenital cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection by Prof Bill 

Rawlinson, Senior Medical Virologist at SEALS, Prince of Wales Hospital and Professor 

at the University of New South Wales. The lecture is given every second year in 

honour of Neil Goldsworthy, a dental researcher in the 1940's and 1950's in Sydney 

who made advances in the area of dental caries and was Director of Dental Research 

at Sydney Dental Hospital. Bill's talk was kicked off by a touching letter he received 

from a mother whose child suffered as a result of congenital CMV infection 

contracted during pregnancy, bringing home the reality of this disease in Australia. He 

then talked about the great research going on in the Virology Research Laboratory at 

Prince of Wales Hospital, of which Bill is director, looking at the pathogenesis of CMV 

infection of the placenta, how the virus crosses the placenta to infect the fetus, and how the virus can cause 

damage to both placenta and child. The usefulness of public awareness that can lead to simple public health 

interventions for prevention of congenital CMV infection was highlighted. The promise of a vaccine in the future 

also raised hope for the future. Thank you to Bill for taking the time to present the lecture, and to all those 

that attended to make the evening very enjoyable and worthwhile. 
 
 

 

  

  

  

       

 

 

 
 

For further information, please contact Diagnostic 
Technology: 

info@diagnostictechnology.com.au  
1800 803 950 wwww.diagnostictechnology.com.au 

mailto:info@diagnostictechnology.com.au
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ASM Contact Details 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary – Gillian Scott  

Tel: +61 2 9382 9096  

Email: Gillian.Scott@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au 

 

ASM National Office 

P.O. Box 375 South Melbourne  

VIC 3205, Australia 

Tel: 1300 656 423  

Fax: 1300 655 841 

Email: admin@theasm.com.au 

 

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Administrative Officer 
Natasha Pavic at natashapavic@hotmail.com. Companies seeking to fill positions and 
ASM members seeking employment are welcome to place an advertisement in an 
upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Administrative Officer with your details 
for inclusion. 

 

 

ASM National Conference Calendar 

  

July 2013 ASM2013 Adelaide 

 

 
Websites 

National ASM: 

www.theasm.org.au/ 

 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch: 

www.asmnsw.com.au/ 
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