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Syntrophy is distributed to 
members via details recorded 
on the National office database. 
Print copies are available upon 
request. 

Editorial board: Syntrophy is 
produced via the combined 
efforts of Natasha Pavic and the 
committee. The editorial is 
rotated amongst the editorial 
board members. The board 
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From the Editor 
Hi All, 

The April issue of Syntrophy 
has finally arrived! In it we 
have a great lead article 
from Joanna Gray about the 
current Biosecurity QAP run 
by the RCPA, which will be 
of interest to those 
concerned with surveillance 
of Security Sensitive 
Biological Agents (SSBA) 
including Bacillus anthracis. 
There is a veritable feast of 
upcoming meetings 
advertised in this issue 
covering the topics of 
general virology, zoonoses 
and medical entomology, 
and don’t forget about the 
ASM National Conference in 
July. 

There are also a number of 
SIG meetings on the agenda 
in June and July including 
CS&M, JAMS, Clinical 
Microbiology, Mycology, 
Parasitology and Virology, 
so if not advertised in this 
current issue keep an eye 
out for some “On the Fly” 
notices that will be heading 
your way! Also included is a 
report of the March JAMS 
meeting which had talks on 
fungi and microbial ecology 
– these always sound like 
interesting and diverse 
meetings so check out their 
website for information 
about upcoming JAMS 
meetings: 
http://www.jams.org.au/ 

Last but not least, please 
check out two NSW-ACT 
Branch Awards that are 
available to you and provide 
funds for travel for career 
development. These are the 
Joe Levey Country Travel 
Award (applications close 
18th June) and the James 
Vincent Scholarship 
(applications close 30th 
June). Applications by those 
eligible are strongly 
encouraged. Hope to see 
you around at some 
meetings.  

Regards, Gillian Scott, 
Secretary, ASM NSW-ACT 
Branch 

 

Focus  
Do you know what the RCPA BioSecurity QAP 
do? By Joanna Gray 

In 2008 the Australian 
Government established a 
two tiered list of Security 
Sensitive Biological Agents 
(SSBA) as part of a 
regulatory scheme for the 
control of select agents and 
toxins 
(http://www.health.gov.au/
SSBA). Funding was 
subsequently made 
available to establish the 
RCPA BioSecurity QAP, with 
the aim to provide a quality 
assurance and proficiency 
testing program (PTP) for 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 SSBAs. 

Participants in this PTP 
receive a regular supply of 
testing material from the 
RCPA BioSecurity QAP to 
assess their laboratory 
competency in detecting 
SSBAs. As the dispatch of 
virulent material creates 
significant regulatory and 
national security issues, 
RCPA BioSecurity QAP have 
developed a set of 
surrogate agents that can 
be shipped and handled 
safely, while displaying 
testing characteristics 
identical to Tier 1 and Tier 2 
SSBAs. 

The DoHA and the program 
staff have been very keen 
to engage a large number 
of laboratories across 
Australia in the program as 
history informs us that it is 
often a routine hospital or 
private laboratory that sees 
the first case involving 
these agents in either a 
natural or biowarfare / 
bioterrorism (BW/BT) 
incident. However, the 
BioSecurity QAP only sends 
PTP specimens to 
laboratories that have the 
capability for handling 
SSBAs appropriately.   

Continued on page 13 
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Dates for your Diary 2012 
 

Monday 4th June 

Parasitology SIG Meeting 
St Vincent’s Hospital 

“Leishmania”  

The night will be Leishmania themed with 
talks from Dr.Damien Stark on the current 

status of Leishmania infection in Australia, a 
case study from Charlotte Webster from 

Concord Hospital and a talk about Leishmania 
in Kangaroos given by Karrie Rose from 

Taronga Zoo. 
Time: From 6.30pm 

RSVP: Tamalee Roberts (02) 8382 9209 
 
 

6th – 8th June 

Asia-Pacific Congress of Medical 
Virology 

Adelaide Convention Centre 
http://sapmea.asn.au/conventions/apc

mv2012/index.html  

 

Tuesday 19th June 

Clinical SIG Meeting 
Royal North Shore Hospital 

Further details to come 

 
 

 

1st – 4th July 

ASM National Conference  
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition 

Centre 
www.asm2012.org  

Visit the website for information 
on abstracts, registration, 
program, plenary lecturers 

and workshops 
 
 

27th – 28th July 

Zoonoses Conference 2012  
University of Sydney 

See attached flyer for more 
information 

 
 

16th – 18th August 

ViM August 2012 
Katoomba 

http://www.rcpa.edu.au/Continuing/VI
M/VIM2012.htm   

See attached flyer for more 
information 

 
 

 



Friday 29/June/2012  
8:30am-6:00pm 

Loewenthal Theatre 
Westmead Hospital 

Let’s face it…many insects just make us feel 

miserable. While the bites from mosquitoes, 

bed bugs and ticks are just plain irritating, 

many of these little blood suckers spread life-

threatening diseases that kill millions 

worldwide and infect many thousands of 

Australians annually. 
 

At the forefront of the fight against these 

public health pests for over forty years has 

been Richard Russell, Professor of Medical

MEDICAL ENTOMOLOGY IN AUSTRALIA: 
Past ,  Present  & Future  Concerns  

 
A one day symposium to honour the career of Prof. Richard Russell 

 

Director, Dept. Medical Entomology, ICPMR & University of Sydney & Westmead Hospital 

“…arguably the greatest 

gathering of internationally 

recognized Australian 

scientists…for a one day 

event…” 

Entomology, University of Sydney and 

Westmead Hospital. 
 

To honour his impending retirement, a one day 

symposium will be held at Westmead Hospital. 

The event will focus on arthropod pests of 

public health, notably how they affect the 

health of the nation, and what challenges and 

threats these creatures pose to the future. 

Arguably, this symposium will have the 

greatest gathering of internationally recognized 

Australian scientists in the field of Medical 

Entomology for a one day event. 

 

 
 



 

Dr C. Webb, University of Sydney, Constructed 

Wetlands; the Instant Mosquito Habitat. 

Dr J. Walker, University of Sydney, Malaria in 

Australia. 

Dr M. Lindsay, WA Health, Ross River and 

Barmah Forest viruses. 

Dr D. Finlaison, NSW DPI, Veterinary 

Diseases: Implications for Human Health. 

M. Muller, Brisbane Council, Mosquito Control. 

Peter Whelan, NT Health, Exotic Mosquito 

Threats. 

D. Dickeson, Westmead Hospital, Lyme Disease 

in Australia; Real or Just a Lemon? 

L. Hueston, Westmead Hospital, Murray Valley 

Encephalitis & Kunjin viruses in Australia. 

S. Doggett, Westmead Hospital, Bed Bugs, the 

Modern Night Time Accessory! 

Cost: $160, includes attendance, 

program book, lunch, tea breaks, post 

event cocktail function. 

  

For registration forms, full program, 

travel directions, and accommodation 

guides, please visit: 

www.medent.usyd.edu/richard/ 
 

Or contact: Stephen Doggett 

Department of Medical Entomology 

Westmead Hospital, Westmead, NSW 

Ph: (02) 9845 7265   Fax: (02) 9893 8659 

Stephen.Doggett@swahs.health.nsw.gov.au       

 

Prof. R. Russell, University of Sydney, 

Reflections in Medical Entomology. 

Prof. S. Ritchie, James Cook University, 

Dengue in Australia. 

Prof. J. Mackenzie, Curtin University, 

Exotic Virus Threats. 

Dr C. Williams, University of SA, Climate 

Change and Vector-Borne Disease. 

 

PROGRAM PROGRAM 
 

REGISTRATION 

Please join us for a very unique event! 



MMeeddiiccaall  EEnnttoommoollooggyy  iinn  AAuussttrraalliiaa::  
PPaasstt,,  PPrreesseenntt  &&  FFuuttuurree  CCoonncceerrnnss  

  
 
 

Friday, 29/June/2012, Loewenthal Theatre, Westmead Hospital 
 
 

Program 
 

Title Speaker Time 
Registration 8:20-8:50 

Housekeeping, OH&S, Welcome & 
Introduction 

Stephen Doggett, 
Westmead Hospital 

8:50-9:00 

Chair: Stephen Doggett 
Dengue in Australia Prof. Scott Ritchie,  

James Cook University 
9:00-9:30 

Malaria in Australia Dr John Walker, 
University of Sydney 

9:30-10:00 

Alphavirus Issues in Australia Dr Michael Lindsay, 
WA Health 

10:00-10:30 

Morning Tea 10:30-10:55 
Chair: Prof. Dominic Dwyer 

Murray Valley Encephalitis & Kunjin 
viruses in Australia 

Linda Hueston, 
Westmead Hospital 

10:55-11:25 

Reducing the Bite: Mosquito Control Mike Muller,  
Brisbane City Council 

11:25-11:55 

Lyme Disease in Australia: The Real 
Deal, or just a Lemon? 

David Dickeson, 
Westmead Hospital 

11:55-12:25 

Veterinary Diseases: Implications for 
Human Health 

Dr Deborah Finlaison, 
NSW Dept. Primary Ind. 

12:25-12:55 

Lunch 12:55-1:40 
Chair: Prof. Lyn Gilbert 

Exotic Virus Threats Prof. John Mackenzie,  
Curtin University 

1:40-2:10 

Exotic Vector Threats Peter Whelan, 
NT Health 

2:10-2:40 

Climate Change & Mosquito Borne 
Disease 

Dr Craig Williams,  
University of SA 

2:40-3:10 

Afternoon Tea 3:10-3:30 
Chair: Prof. Tania Sorell 

Constructed Wetlands: the Instant 
Mosquito Habitat 

Dr Cameron Webb, 
Westmead Hospital 

3:30-4:00 

Bed Bugs: the Modern Night Time 
Accessory 

Stephen Doggett, 
Westmead Hospital 

4:00-4:30 

Reflections on my Time in Medical 
Entomology 

Prof. Richard Russell, 
University of Sydney 

4:30-5:00 

Networking Cocktails 5:00-6:00 
 

A Festschrift to honour the career of Richard Russell, Professor of 
Medical Entomology, University of Sydney and Westmead Hospital 



 
 

MMeeddiiccaall  EEnnttoommoollooggyy  iinn  AAuussttrraalliiaa::  PPaasstt,,  
PPrreesseenntt  &&  FFuuttuurree  CCoonncceerrnnss 

 
A symposium to honour the career of Richard Russell, Professor of Medical Entomology, 

University of Sydney and Westmead Hospital.  
 

Friday 29 June 2012, 8:30 am - 6:00 pm, at Westmead Hospital, Sydney  
Co-ordinated by The Department of Medical Entomology, ICPMR, Westmead Hospital 

 
ATTENDEE REGISTRATION FORM (please print)  

 

Registration includes; Attendance at Lectures, Handout, Morning/Afternoon Tea, Lunch,  
Evening Refreshments. 

 
Full name:……………………………………………………………………………………..…………...….. 

Position:……………………………………..….…………………………………………….…….…………. 

Organisation:…………………………….…….…………………………………………….…….…………. 

Postal Address:…………………….……………………………………………………….…….………..... 

…………………………………………………………………..………….…………………………………… 

…………………..…………………………………………………………………….…………..………...….. 

Phone No: …………………………………………Fax No:…………..……………………….….………… 

Email:…………………………………..……………………………………………………..……….……….. 

Special Dietary Requirements:…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TAX INVOICE 
 

Western Sydney Local Health District (ABN: 48 702 394 764) 
cc: 420168-1064    acc. no: 470400 [please note this is for Westmead Hospital accounting only] 

 

Cost (Inc. GST): $160/person   

My payment of $…………………..……is to be by:  

Visa  /  Mastercard  /  AMEX  /  Cheque (Please circle) 

Card Number………………………………………………………………..……………………….…….. 

Expiry Date…….…/….…… Name on card:………………………..………………………….……. 

Signature…………………………………………………………………………………………….…..…. 
 

Please make cheques payable to: Western Sydney Local Health District 
 

Mail this form and cheques to:  Department of Medical Entomology, ICPMR,  
      Westmead Hospital,  
      WESTMEAD  NSW  2145 
      Australia 

 

Credit card payments (only) may be faxed to: 02 9893 8659 

Please forward 1 form per person and photocopy additional forms if needed. 

 

*Cancellations must be notified by 15 June 2012 and will incur a fee of 20%. No refunds possible after this date. 



27–28 JULY 2012 – SYDNEY
2012 KEY DEADLINES
Abstracts: 23 April 2012
Early Bird: 25 May 2012
Accommodation: 27 June 2012 
Final Registration: 20 July 2012

bringing docs and vets together

The Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases, in collaboration 
with Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) and Sydney Emerging 
Infections and Biosecurity Institute (SEIB) , is holding a two day 
meeting Friday and Saturday, 27–28 July 2012.

The meeting aims to bring together veterinarians, medical practitioners and  
laboratory scientists around the theme of zoonoses and One Health in Australia.

TOPICS INCLUDE
  Q Fever 
  �Antimicrobial use, resistance and 

stewardship 
  �Food Borne Zoonoses – including  

EHEC, Campylobacter
  Hendra Virus 
  Infection Control in Veterinary Settings

  Animal Bites and Wounds
  �Management of zoonoses in  

environmental disasters – including 
Leptospirosis, Avian influenza, MVE  
and Kunjin

  �Emerging zoonotic and related  
infections in Australia – including 
Cryptococcosis, M. ulcerans, C.difficile. 

The Zoonoses Committee is now calling for abstracts. For guidelines and  
submission details please refer to the event website www.asid.net.au/zoonoses

VENUE

Eastern Avenue Complex,  
University of Sydney, Sydney

www.asid.net.au/zoonoses

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Conference Secretariat 
LMB 5057 Darlinghurst NSW 1300 
T +61 2 8204 0770   
E zoonoses@asid.net.au 



VIM AUGUST 2012 SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 
Time Thursday 16 August 

Principles and Practice 
of Clinical Virology 

Time     Friday 17 August 
Viral Hepatitis and 
respiratory infections 

Time Saturday 18 August 
Emerging and Exotic 
Viral Infection Issues  

0900-
1000 
 

Registration 0900-
0930 

Hepatitis A – virus and 
vaccination 
Prof Stephen Riordan  
 

0900-
0930 

Murray Valley Encephalitis  
Prof David Smith 

0930- 
1000 

 
 

Hepatitis C virus – therapy 
and monitoring 
Prof Greg Dore  
 

0930-
1000 

Viral haemorrhagic fevers 
and the laboratory 
Dr Mike Catton 

1000-1030 M O R N I N G  T E A  
1030-
1045 
 
 

Conference Opening 
A/Prof Roger Wilson 
(Virology and Pathology in a 
changing landscape) 
 

1030-
1115 

 
 

Hepatitis E virus – virus and 
vaccination 
Prof David Anderson 

1030-
1100 

 
 
 

1100-
1130 

 

Hepatitis and BBV in 
marginalised populations 
Prof Lisa Maher 
 
Vaccination of new 
populations - prisoners 
Prof Andrew Lloyd 

1045-
1130 

Principles of Virology – 
Koch’s postulates and viral 
diagnostics 
Prof Bill Rawlinson   

1115-
1145 

 

Viruses causing hepatitis 
outside the alphabet  – CMV, 
EBV et al 
Prof Bill Rawlinson 

1130-
1200 

Diagnosing HIV – molecular 
testing 
Mr Philip Cunningham 

1145-
1215 

 

Hepatitis diagnostic dilemmas 
Dr Mike Catton 
 
 
Hepatitis diagnosis – cases, 
serology and more 
A/Prof Peter Robertson 

1130-
1200 

 

New Technology in 
Vaccination 
Prof Anton Middelberg 

1200-
1230 

Diagnosing hepatitis – 
serologic testing 
Mr David Dickeson 

1215-
1240 

1200 
 

Close 
Prof Bill Rawlinson 

1230-1330 L U N C H  
1330-
1400 

Testing for SSBA (Security 
Sensitive Biological Agents) 
Ms Joanna Gray 
Dr Torsten Theis 

1330-
1400 

 
 

Hepatitis B and delta Virus – 
new therapies 
Prof Jacob George 

 
 
 

 

 

1400-
1430 

Causes of genital ulceration – 
viruses and others 
Prof Adrian Mindel 

1400 
1430 

 

Clinical complications of 
respiratory viruses – 
rhinoviruses, influenza, hMPV 
Prof Michael Nissen 

 
 

  

1430-
1500 
  

Immunisation for HSV in 
sexual health populations 
Prof Tony Cunningham 

1500 
1530 

Rhinoviruses – new ones, old 
ones 
A/Prof Ian Mackay 

  

1500-
1530 
  

STIs in populations at risk in 
Australia 
Prof John Kaldor 

1500 
1530 

Respiratory virus cases – 
complications and diagnosis 
Prof Michael Nissen 

  
 

1530-1600 A F T E R N O O N  T E A  
1600- 
1630 
 
1630-
1700 

Complications of childhood 
vaccinations 
Prof Peter McIntyre 
Convenors quiz 
A/Prof Monica Lahra 
Prof Bill Rawlinson 

1600- 
1700 

 

Responding to the challenges 
of emergency disease 
outbreaks - lessons from an 
animal health perspective 
Dr Peter Kirkland 

  

1800 Welcome Reception &  
Buffet Dinner 

 Conference Dinner   

2030   Movie   
 



ViM August 2012 Registration Form 
 
Prefix: _____ Last Name: __________________________ First Name:   _________________________ 
 
Organisation:   _______________________________________________________________________ 
   
Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________
            
State:________________ P/code:  _____________ Country:  __________________________________ 
           
Phone:  ____________________ Fax:  ____________________ E-mail:  _________________________
            
 

2012 Registration Fee Table-  AUD and inclusive of GST 
 Early Bird 

(Closes Monday 
18 June 2012) 

Full  
(From 19 June 
2012) 

Day Only – (Per day for 
Thursday and Friday) 

Day only- 
Saturday 

ASM Member or 
RCPA Fellow/Trainee 

$495.00 $550.00 $297.00 $198.00 

Non Member  $550.00 $594.00 $385.00 $297.00 

Full Registration includes 

• Welcome dinner and drinks Thursday night Please tick if attending  
• Conference dinner and drinks Friday night Please tick if attending 
• Lunch and tea breaks each day  
• Discounted Accommodation rates at the Carrington Hotel 

Charges 
Registration    AUD $ ___________________ 
Addition Welcome drinks ticket ($55.00) AUD $ ___________________ 

Additional Dinner ticket ($88.00)   AUD $ ___________________ 

Total Amount:     AUD $ ___________________  

Paid by: 
Cheque/Money Order   (Make payable to:  RCPA)  

 
OR Credit Card (please tick): AMEX          MasterCard          Visa    
 
Card Number:  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __ /  __  __  __  __  Expiry:  ____ / ____ 
 
Name on Card:  ______________________________ Signature:  ____________________________ 

 

Delegate Demographics (please tick) 
 Medical Special ist           General Practi t ioner                Special ist in Training 

 Laboratory Scient ist       Scient ist  in Training                Industry 

 
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: FRIDAY 10 August 2012 

Please retain a copy of this registration form for your records.   
A tax invoice will be sent from the College as confirmation of registration. 
Cheque payments - mail completed form to: The Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia 
 207 Albion Street, Surry Hills NSW 2010 
Credit card payments - fax or email to: Fax:  (61 2) 8356 5828 or susanl@rcpa.edu.au 
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News & Notices ASM Sponsors 2012 
 

Welcome to these new NSW/ACT 
ASM members 

 

Student members: 
 

Miss Benzita Ranu 
School Of Biomedical Science, Charles Sturt University 
  
Miss Kaitlin Tagg 
Science, Macquarie University 

 

Associate members: 
 

Mr Dean Gosling 
Hospital Scientist, Royal North Shore Hospital 
  
Dr Ian Grainge 
Lecturer, University of Newcastle 
  
Miss Anthea Bates 
Microbiologist, The Therapeutic Goods Administration 
  
Assoc Prof Peter Lewis 
Lecturer, The University Of Newcastle 
  
Dr Sasha Tetu 
Research Fellow, Macquarie University 
Chemistry and Biomolecular Sciences 
  
Anahit Penesyan 
ARC Super Science Fellow, Macquarie University 
  
Dr Neisha Jeoffreys 
Senior Hospital Scientist, CIDMLS, ICPMR 
  
Dr Catherine Burke 
Chancellors Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
University Of Technology Sydney 

 

 

 

www.biomerieux.com.au  
 

Platinum

Silver 

www.bd.com  

www.thermofisher.com.au  

www.edwardsco.com.au  
 

www.diagnostictechnology.com.au 

Bronze 

Gold 

www.merck-chemicals.com.au  
 



Call 1800 024 407
www.edwardsco.com.au

Looking for fast reliable deliveries?

Prepared & Dehydrated Culture Media 
now available from our Sydney facility!

Achieve better results for your research group with leading 

brands including Difco™, BBL™ and Lab M™. A full range of 

Prepared & Dehydrated Culture Media, Enrichments and Antisera 

available. 

Faster delivery times – same day deliveries for 
common media items!



Merck Millipore is a division of

Biomonitoring is about more than state-of-the-art microbiology testing solutions.
At Merck Millipore we also provide regulatory expertise, comprehensive service, and trust 
for that one result which is invaluable: safe products.

Our broad product portfolio encompasses:

•  Microbiological membrane filtration			   •  Sterility testing

•  Viable and non-viable air monitoring			   •  Surface monitoring

•  Ready-to-use and dehydrated culture media		  •  Pyrogen testing

•  Traditional and rapid microbial detection and identification

For more information contact Merck Millipore:
Ph:  1800 335 571
www.merckmillipore.com

There’s more to safety than meets the eye.
Biomonitoring by Merck Millipore.



Australian Society for Microbiology 
NSW-ACT Branch 

 
 

 
JOE LEVEY COUNTRY TRAVEL AWARD 2012 

          
AWARD: The Joe Levey Country Travel Awards (up to two will be awarded 
per year) will consist of a maximum of $500 to cover budget travel and 
accommodation costs for a country microbiologist to visit another laboratory or 
institution within NSW or the ACT, with the aim of learning a new technique, or 
to attend a scientific meeting within Australia. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: All current Australian Society for Microbiology members who 
reside in a country region of NSW. Applicants must have been a member of 
ASM for at least 12 months before the Award application is submitted.  
 
CRITERIA:  
Applicants are required to submit the following: 
1. A one page account of their current employment and responsibilities. 
2. A one page proposal of their objectives in seeking further training. This 

proposal should provide clear justification of the need to travel. The ASM 
NSW-ACT Branch committee must be convinced that the training cannot 
be undertaken at, or near, the applicant’s place of work and that the visit 
funded will result in benefits that could not reasonably be expected to have 
accrued at the applicant’s place of work. Applicants must specify the 
proposed start and finish dates for training. 

3. Statements of approval to undertake training from their supervisor and 
host. 

4. Estimate of travel and accommodation costs & amount requested with 
justification. Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or 
receipts. 

5. Recipients are required to write a brief one page report for Syntrophy, to 
be submitted no later than 4 weeks after the completion of training or 
conference attendance. 

 
CLOSING DATE:  18TH JUNE 2012  
 
EMAIL APPLICATIONS TO:  
Dr Gillian Scott, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary  
Email: Gillian.Scott@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au 
Ph: (02) 9382 9096 

mailto:Gillian.Scott@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au�


Australian Society for Microbiology 
NSW-ACT Branch 

 
 

 
JAMES VINCENT SCHOLARSHIP  

          
SCHOLARSHIP: The James Vincent scholarship may take the form of either 
a travel grant to attend a relevant national or international conference, to 
obtain skills available only at another institution in Australia or overseas, or to 
satisfy other specific requirements of their higher degree research 
programme. The scholarship will be awarded by the School of Molecular 
Biosciences of the University of Sydney, under the recommendation of the 
NSW Branch of the Australian Society for Microbiology. 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  
• Honours and postgraduate research students at the University of Sydney 

or University of New South Wales. 
• Students working in the area of symbiotic nitrogen fixation, the major 

research area of Professor Vincent, may receive preference. 
• If not currently a student member of ASM, applicants must be eligible for 

membership and apply for membership at time of application for award. 
 
CRITERIA:  
1. Applicants should submit details of their academic record and two 

referee’s reports  
2. Applicants should briefly justify their proposal and suggested budget in 

terms of the object of the scholarship.  
3. The value of the scholarship shall depend on the financial needs of the 

applicant subject to the availability of funding, but shall not exceed the 
previous year’s net income to the fund. The amount offered each year will 
be limited to the earnings generated from the funds held in the Vincent 
award, less 10% which will be added to the capital to allow for growth. 

4. The scholarship is tenable for 1 year. 
5. 1 award per year. No award may be given in the event that the NSW 

branch committee in consultation with the J Vincent representatives at 
USyd and UNSW feel there is no suitable applicant. 

 
CLOSING DATE:  30TH JUNE 2012  
 
APPLICATIONS TO:  
Assoc. Prof. Andrew Holmes,  
School of Molecular Bioscience, 
University of Sydney, NSW 2006 
Email: andrew.holmes@sydney.edu.au 
Or 
Prof. Brett Neilan,  
School of Biotechnology and Biomolecular Sciences, 
The University of New South Wales  
The University of New South Wales 
UNSW 
SYDNEY NSW 2052 
Email: 
 

b.neilan@unsw.edu.au 

mailto:andrew.holmes@sydney.edu.au�
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Focus continued  
Since 2011, all other laboratories, as well as educational institutions have been invited to participate in specimen free virtual 
modules. In 2011 the BioSecurity QAP offered a Pilot Virtual Module for Bacillus anthracis and, based on the feedback 
participants provided, improved the surveys for the 2012 introduction of a Yersinia pestis module which is currently running. 

Each Virtual Module contains 3 surveys which are relatively quick and easy to participate in. The surveys are relevant to all 
levels of laboratories and are free-of-charge! Within these surveys participants are presented with a scenario which includes 
both clinical case studies and BW/BT incidents based on information and events that have been reported globally. 
Participants are asked to identify the causative agent. To do this they can choose from a number of tests ranging from the 
standard cultivation of the organism on a range of growth media to more advanced tests such as Direct Fluorescence 
Analysis (DFA). Each test provides an image which has to be interpreted by the participant.  

The BioSecurity QAP has access to RCPA QAP’s Virtual Microscopy Unit which allows the program to produce virtual 
micrographs that are then embedded in the online modules. The User interface and presentation of these virtual micrographs 
allows exploration of a complete microscopy slide at magnifications of up to 1000x, and is similar to the interface of Google 
Maps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BioSecurity QAP offers Specimen Modules for the bacterial agent’s B. anthracis, Y. pestis, and Clostridium botulinum 
as well as for Botulinum Toxin, Ricin and Abrin. Virtual Modules are currently available for B. anthracis and Y. pestis. 

Surveys for other SSBA’s and other organisms of interest are planned for development in the future.  

The BioSecurity QAP has collaborators and participants from many fields including Public Health, Veterinary, Forensic and the 
Armed Forces laboratories. 

All Australian laboratories are welcome to participate in whatever capacity they require. Participant details are confidential 
and all results are de-identified in reports. Enrolments are accepted throughout the year. If your laboratory would like to 
participate in these proficiency surveys please contact biosecurity@rcpaqap.com.au  or ring us on 02 9045 6031. 

 

About the author 

Joanna Gray has a Bachelor of Applied Science majoring in Microbiology from the University of 
Technology, Sydney.  

She has 30 years experience in microbiology, quality management, six sigma, lean and other 
business improvement roles in the pharmaceutical and medical industries. 

Joanna also has 10 years experience as an Evaluator with SAI Global’s National Business 
Excellence Awards. 

Since 2009 Joanna has held the position of BioSecurity QAP Program Manager with RCPA QAP 
providing proficiency testing surveys for Security Sensitive Biological Agents (SSBA’s) 
 

Fig. 1: Virtual module for Bacillus anthracis. 
 
A: Bacterial growth on chocolate agar. 

 
B: Virtual micrograph of a Gram Stain. 
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Reports from Recent Events 

JAMS (Joint Academic Microbiology Seminars)  March 2012 Report 
 

JAMS attendees started off the night well lubricated thanks to the free beers courtesy of 
some happy financial planning in our favour. The evening started with Anna Simonin from the 
University of Sydney discussing Neurospora crassa, a filamentous fungus that forms extensive 
networks by fusion of the hyphae. Anna presented some amazing live imaging of the heady flow 
of cytoplasm between the fungal filaments. This clever architecture is thought to influence how 
nutrients are distributed around the colony. To explore how these streams of nutrient traffic 
may be contributing to Neurospora’s substrate utilisation, the movement of stable isotope 
labelled amino acids was tracked within a mutant unable to fuse filaments, a mutant that had 
lowered fusion ability and the wild type.   

 

Next up was Sophie Mazard from Macquarie University who was investigating who makes (and 
breaks) the “smell of the ocean”? Dimethyl sulphonioproprionate (DMSP) and the related 
dimethylsulphide (DMS) are responsible for that salty sea-dog smell and are key compounds in 
processes as important as cloud formation. Using stable isotope probing and high though-put 
sequencing, Sophie is pulling out the microbes responsible for the breakdown of DMS and DMSP 
produced by plants and algae in the intertidal zone of salt marshes. Working out who are the 
heavy-lifters in the DMS cycle is filling in gaps in our knowledge of DMS/DMSP production and 
degradation pathways and ultimately how this might link into the global sulphur cycle. 

 

After the usual dearth of fine pizza, we assembled for the keynote speaker of the evening, Jeff 
Powell from the University of Western Sydney. Jeff introduced some intriguing ways to look at 
microbial community structure and how we can tease apart their contributions to biogeochemical 
cycling. Microbial ecologists know that trying to link communities to specific functions can be a 
complicated business. One approach is to try and correlate differences in community composition 
to differences in environmental parameters, while the other is to conduct manipulations of the 
community and watch for functional changes. Both approaches have their advantages and 
shortcoming in unravelling the relative contributions of microbes to ecosystem functions. To help 
do so, Jeff is experimenting with multimodel inference and model selection to estimate the how 
much is really being driven by microbial diversity and how we can make truly predictive models of 
ecosystems.  
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ASM Contact Details 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary – Gillian Scott  

Tel: +61 2 9382 9096  

Email: Gillian.Scott@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au 

 

ASM National Office 

P.O. Box 375 South Melbourne  

VIC 3205, Australia 

Tel: 1300 656 423  

Fax: 1300 655 841 

Email: admin@theasm.com.au 

 

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Administrative Officer 
Natasha Pavic at natashapavic@hotmail.com. Companies seeking to fill positions and 
ASM members seeking employment are welcome to place an advertisement in an 
upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Administrative Officer with your details 
for inclusion. 

 

 

ASM National Conference Calendar 

July 2012 ASM2012 Brisbane 

July 2013 ASM2013 Adelaide 

 

 
Websites 

National ASM: 
www.theasm.org.au/ 
 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch: 
www.asmnsw.com.au/ 
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