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From the editors 
 

By Jim Manos and Maurizio Labbate  

Dear ASM members, 

Another year is drawing to a close, and we hope that 2022 
will herald a return to greater normality, with most 
Australians now vaccinated!  

ASM branch events will be returning to face-to-face, with the 
ASM NSW/ACT branch Christmas Party on December 7th at 
the Rose Hotel, Chippendale, from 6pm (see below). This is 
the first chance for everyone to get together for two years, so 
make sure you register to attend! Free for members!  

The ASM-ACT Microbiology group will also have a Christmas 
Party on December 8th (4-6pm) at Badger and Co. The ASM-
ACT Microbiology group was launched earlier this year by 
committee member Anukriti from ANU, and has been a major 
success, holding several events for members and non-
members with presentations by EMCRs and lab heads 
(synopsis inside).  

In this issue we have the last in our series of magazine style 
articles from prize winning microbiology students at UTS; this 
issue features Rosa Gharibi, on the topic of herpes latency.  

A notable recent event was the launch of the Australian 
Symposium on Prokaryotic Molecular Genetics & Cell Biology 
on November 26th, organised by Ian Grainge and Karl Hassan 
(Univ. of Newcastle) and Christopher Rodrigues and Bill 
Söderström (UTS). A brief report from this event is inside.  

We will begin 2022 with a bang, or rather a bash! Heema and 
Jim have revived the Biofilm SIG (asleep since late 2017 
����) 
and its inaugural ‘biofilm bash’ will be face-to-face at UTS on 
Feb 18th - see flyer inside. 

We the committee would like to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Contact Details 
ASM National Office 
9/397 Smith Street 
Fitzroy Victoria 3065 
Australia 
Tel 1300 656 423 
Fax 1300 655 841 
www.theasm.org.au  
admin@theasm.com.au  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Maurizio Labbate 
Tel +61 2 95144064 
maurizio.labbate@uts.edu.au 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary 
Tim Newsome 
Tel +61 2 93512907 
tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer 
Christopher Harmer 
Tel +61 2 93516028 
christopher.harmer@sydney.edu.au  

Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM 
members located in NSW and the ACT using 
details included on the ASM National Office 
Database. 

Not yet a member? Join today! 
www.theasm.org.au/membership 

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to 
the Syntrophy Coordinator via the ASM NSW-
ACT Branch Secretary. 

Organisations with research opportunities, or 
companies seeking to fill positions are 
welcome to place an advertisement in an 
upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact 
the Secretary with your details for inclusion. 

For information on the NSW-ACT branch 
committee, events and awards, please see:  
https://asm-nswact.org.au/ 
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Focus Article.  Rosa Gharibi (University of Technology, Sydney)   
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Event Report: ASM ACT Microbiology group seminars  
     

Report by Anukriti Mathur  
 
The ASM ACT Microbiology group has met three times recently for seminars, with one in person session 
(Finkel theatre, ANU) on 5th August, and two online sessions on 18 October and 11 November. We had 
great support from the local microbiology community, with between 20-35 participants for each session.  
A list of speakers and topics is given below, along with some screenshots from the events.  
 
5 Aug. Stephen Fairweather (RSB, ANU). The Neisseria gonorrhoeae Multidrug Efflux Pump MtrD:  
                      How Three Work as One. 

    Shouya Feng (JCSMR, ANU). Inflammasome signalling requires pathogen-selective  
             killing by guanylate-binding proteins 

 
18 Oct. Navneet Singh (JCSMR, ANU) Dicer is essential for maintenance of HSV latency 
             Adele Lehane (RSB, ANU) Understanding high-level resistance to antimalarial PfATP4 inhibitors. 
            
11th Nov. Jenni Hayward (RSB, ANU).  Elucidating and exploiting the mitochondrial  
                         electron transport chain of T. gondii parasites 
                 Robyn Hall (CSIRO). Ecology, evolution, and epidemiology of rabbit caliciviruses in Australia 
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Event Report: Australian Symposium on Prokaryotic  
                        Molecular Genetics & Cell Biology 
     

Report by Karl Hassan  
 
Friday 26th of November saw the launch of the Australian Symposium on Prokaryotic Molecular 
Genetics & Cell Biology. This event was organised by Ian Grainge (University of Newcastle), 
Christopher Rodrigues (UTS), Bill Söderström (UTS) and Karl Hassan (University of Newcastle). 
The symposium had > 70 registrants. Attendees were treated to a keynote talk from Professor 
Trevor Lithgow (Monash) on his group’s research into bacteriophage that target antibiotic 
resistant Klebsiella. The keynote was followed by eight student/ECR talks from some of the 
emerging stars of Australian microbiology (see flyer below for details). Speaker prizes of $500, 
provided by the ASM/NSW-ACT branch committee and the Australian Genome Research Facility 
(AGRF) were awarded to Verlaine Timms (Newcastle) and Hannah Brown (UTS). Helena Pham 
(UTS) won a special prize for the best microscopy image, provided by Light Microscopy Australia.  
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Announcement  
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Upcoming Events  
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Upcoming Events: ACT Xmas Party    
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Upcoming Events: NSW Xmas Party     

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BVXOQ 

https://www.trybooking.com/BVXOQ
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Upcoming Events    

 

 

 
 
 


