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From the Chair
By Jim Manos

Dear Members,

Greetings for the Chair!

| hope you are all safe and keeping well in these trying times.

Due to the COVID situation, and to keep everyone safe, the NSW branch
is holding its Annual General meeting by ZOOM on Thursday August
20t starting at 6pm.

It will be followed by a zoom seminar by Dr Amy Cain from Macquarie
University.

At this time, every year the Chair gives a brief synopsis of the year's
events, and since our year runs from April 1 to March 31, there were
many events we hosted and supported in this pre-COVID period. Our
activities have something for everyone and demonstrate the breadth of
our membership. Despite the COVID restrictions, we have continued with
Zoom seminars since March, and will definitely bounce back with our
events schedule once this pesky virus is under control!

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Events
2019

e 19 August, ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting, Invited
Speaker: Prof Mike Cox (University of Wisconsin-Madison),
‘Experimental evolution of extreme resistance to ionizing radiation in
Escherichia coli’ (35 participants).

e 23 August, ASM NSW-ACT Seminar, Clinical Microbiology
presentation
at Charles Sturt University, Mitchell Brown, ‘Careers in Clinical
Microbiology’ (24 participants).

e 21 November, ASM NSW-ACT Seminar, ‘The role of Clostridium
difficile spores and virulence factors in enteric damage and disease’,
Prof Dena Lyras (ASM President, Monash University, 24 attendees).

e 13-14 November, ‘Bugs by the Beach’, (Wollongong, 86
participants)

e 4 December, CAPSIG Seminar, ‘Gut Microbiome and Health’, 3
speakers (80 participants).

e 4-6 December, ‘Yeast Products and Discovery’ (105 participants)

e 5 December, ASM NSW-ACT Christmas event, The Rocks Brewery
(Alexandria, 40 participants).

2020

e 31 January, Sydney Micro (one-day meeting), 8 speakers (86
participants).

e 24 March, ‘COVID-19: Diagnosis, management and control’, Dr
Matthew O’Sullivan, Westmead Hospital and ICPMR, by Zoom (286
participants).

e June 11, ASM NSW-ACT Seminar, ‘Viral Metagenomics at the
Human-Animal Interface’ Prof. Edward C. Holmes (University of
Sydney, 80 participants)

e 20 August, ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting, Invited
Speaker: Dr Amy Cain (Macquarie University), by Zoom.
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MEETING
AGENDA

Date Thursday, August 20 2020

Location Zoom meeting link upon registration, NSW-ACT members only

RSVP by August 18, 2020 on trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/BKUBC

Time 6:00-7pm.
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the 59" ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting
3. Chairperson’s Report
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. National Council Report
6. Reports from Special Interest Groups
7. Branch Award Winners 2019-2020
8. Election of Office Bearers for 2020-2021
POST AGM SPEAKER
Dr Amy Cain

Macquarie University
Examining antibiotic resistance in hospital ESKAPE pathogens
Speaker from 7pm

Zoom meeting link upon registration
RSVP by August 18, 2020 on trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/BKUBF

ALL ASM members welcome

Register for AGM Register for Post-AGM talk
NSW-ACT members only All ASM members




THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH
Post-AGM Speaker

Dr Amy Cain
Macquarie University
Examining antibiotic resistance in hospital ESKAPE
pathogens
Talk at 7pm, August 20, 2020

Zoom meeting link upon registration
RSVP by August 18, 2020 on trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/BKUBF

ALL ASM members welcome
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Dr Amy Cain

Macquarie University
“Examining antibiotic resistance
in hospital ESKAPE pathogens”

Abstract: ESKAPE pathogens are
important hospital bacterial species that
are notoriously difficult to treat, largely
because of their MDR phenotype. Using
functional genomics techniques, like
transposon insertion sequencing, we can
start to understand the molecular
mechanisms underlying antibiotic
resistance phenotypes in ESKAPE
pathogens, in order to develop new
strategies to effectively treat these
infections. Here we investigate
consequences of exposure to last line
treatment options, like colistin, phage
therapy, new antibiotics and antibiotic
combination therapy, in Acinetobacter baumannii and Klebsiella pneumoniae, to
identify genes and pathways that are implicated in their resistance for the first time
that could potentially represent new drug targets.

Bio: Dr Amy Cain completed her PhD under Ruth Hall, at the University of Sydney,
investigating movement of antibiotic resistance genes in Salmonella enterica. After
PhD submission, she first worked at Macquarie University in lan Paulsen’s group
for 6 months, where she used transcriptomic techniques and phenotypic arrays to
examine copper stress in Pseudomonas spp.

She went on to do a postdoc at the Wellcome Sanger Institute in Cambridge, UK,
where she developed bespoke genomics-techniques like TraDIS, for large-scale
use. She then led the Molecular Biosciences team at the Malawi-Liverpool-
Wellcome Centre in Malawi, employed by the Liverpool School of Tropical
Medicine, tracking and sequencing hospital-acquired bacterial infections. She
returned back to Australia and to Prof. Paulsen's group at Macquarie University,
where she helped develop the TraDISort method with Karl Hassan. She left once
again to take up a competitive research fellowship at Vertex Pharmaceuticals in
Oxford, UK, using transcriptomics to develop new drugs for kidney disease.

She is now staying put at Molecular Sciences, Macquarie University, as a DECRA
fellow, where she will leverage her unique skills to identify new antibiotic targets
within synergist antibiotic combinations and examine the role of heavy metals in
bacterial infection using various genomics-based methods.



The Australian Society THE ASM NSW-ACT
“"Microbiology ‘ﬁSD) BRANCH COMMITTEE
brin J Microbiologists together NOMINATION FORM

It's that time of the year again when we begin to prepare for the ASM NSW-ACT
Branch Annual General Meeting. Nominations are required for the Chairperson Elect,
the Treasurer (applicant must have previously served 12 months on the Committee
for these executive positions) and Committee members.

If you feel there is more you want to do for microbiology in NSW, now is a good time
to fill in the Nomination form and become part of an energetic and motivated
Committee.

Don't hesitate - actions speak louder than words!

Please send all nominations to the Branch Secretary Tim Newsome:
EMAIL: tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

Please note that all nominations must be in writing.
Nominations WILL NOT be taken on the night of the meeting.
Only ASM members may nominate and be nominated.

We, the undersigned, wish to nominate:
Print Name@.....ccveeiiicieriieerinneenneenseecsseesssssessnnessssnsesssasssanane

For the position of (please tick)
] Chairperson-Elect (1 year term & Chair 2 year term & Chair Past 1 year term)
L1 Treasurer (2 year term)
[ 1 committee member (1 year term)

Proposer:

Print Name.....cooeevenninnneinccceee
SIBNAtUNe. ..o
Seconder:

Print Name.....cooeevenninnenccceee
SIBNAtUNe. ..ot

| accept this nomination:

Print Name....ooov et
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Special Interest Group Reports

No report

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Committee
2019-2020 Branch committee

Chair

Jim Manos
The University of Sydney

Secretary

Tim Newsome
The University of Sydney

Past Chair

Mitchell Brown

Committee

Thiru Vanniasinkam
Charles Sturt University

Nicholas Coleman
The University of Sydney

Slade Jensen
Western Sydney University

Westmead Hospital Thomas Jeffries

Treasurer Western Sydney University

Andrew Robinson

Christopher Harmer
Is'op University of Wollongong

The University of Sydney
Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Jai Tree
University of New South Wales

Mohammad Hamidian
The University of Technology Sydney

Alan Heritage
Heritage and Assoc., CAPSIG

Karl Hassan
University of Newcastle

Daniel Tuipulotu
Australian National University

Denisse Leyton
Australian National University

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Awards

The following branch prizes were awarded:

Undergraduate microbiology awards

wsu Valeria Zak

UNE Nadia Katherine Saegenschnitter
USYD Brodie Frank Gillieatt

CSuU Ashly Cox-Carroll

CSU Vet School Undergraduate Microbiology prize William Barkman



ASM NSW-ACT Branch

'fc'“M'iérobiélogy q‘ﬁ}) 59t Annual General
Meeting, 2019 Minutes

Date: Wednesday 19t August 2019

Venue: Hotel Harry, 40/44 Wentworth Ave Surry Hills.
Attendance:

Meeting opened: 1820

Meeting closed: 1900

Chairperson: Mitchell Brown

Minute taker: Tim Newsome

Attendees

Andrew Robinson, Mitchell Brown, Tom Jeffries, Chris Harmer, Peter Huntington, John
Merlino, Daniel Seed, Karen Vickery, Nick Coleman, Evan Gibbs, Karl Hassan, Claire Maher,
Jai Tree, Chinmoy Mukerjee, David Carr, Sandy Yang, Jium Manos, Khanh Nguyen, Arthika
Manoharan, Aditi Aiyer, Nelson Dennis, Tim Newsome.

Apologies
Thiru Vanniasinkam, Mohammad Hamidian, Alan Heritage, Martina Sanderson-Smith, Dee
Carter, Slade Jensen, Willa Huston.

Chairperson’s report (Mitchell Brown)
Post-AGM Speaker will be Prof. Mike Cox.

Minutes of the 58" AGM, 2017
Previous minutes proposed by Jim Manos.
Seconded by Nick Coleman.

Committee members

Mitchell acknowledged Karen Vickery, Dee Carter, Wilhemina Huston and Khanh Nguyen,
Hannah Sassi who are stepping off the NSW-ACT branch committee, and thanked them for
their time and commitment.

Mitchell thanked all committee members and executive committee members. He looks
forward to role of Past-Chair and welcomes Jim Manos into the role of Chairperson.

2018-2019 NSW-ACT Branch committee
Chair
Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital

Secretary
Tim Newsome
The University of Sydney



Treasurer
Christopher Harmer
The University of Sydney

Chair Elect
Jim Manos
The University of Sydney

Committee
Thiru Vanniasinkam
Charles Sturt University

Nicholas Coleman
The University of Sydney

Slade Jensen
Western Sydney University

Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University

Andrew Robinson
University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Jai Tree
University of New South Wales

Karen Vickery
Macquarie University

Dee Carter
The University of Sydney

Wilhelmina (Willa) Huston
The University of Technology Sydney

Mohammad Hamidian
The University of Technology Sydney

Hannah Sassi
The University of Sydney

Khan Nguyen
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital



Alan Heritage
Heritage and Assoc., CAPSIG

Events (2018-2019)

2018

2019

12 September, CAPSIG ‘TGA expectations for compliance with requirements for
microbiological quality — Understanding the PIC/S requirements’, Mr Matthew Davis
(Senior Inspector, TGA) and Mr Emmett Broderick (Principal Inspector, TGA),
Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

23 October, Goldsworthy Memorial Lecture ‘Cryptococcus — a shape-shifting
spherical yeast with killer secrets’, Prof Dee Carter (University of Sydney), L’Aqua,
Cockle Bay Wharf.

11 October, Careers in Microbiology, University of Sydney, Darlington.

4 December, Clinical SIG One Day Meeting, Westmead Hospital Education Centre,
Westmead.

15-16 November, Bugs by the Beach, University of Newcastle, Newcastle.

5 December, VSP Speaker Program, ‘L-form bacteria: penicillin, lysozyme and
recurrent infection’, Prof Jeff Errington, Westmead Hospital, Westmead.

12 December, CAPSIG Christmas Seminar, ‘Alternate bacterial lifestyles:
opportunities for exploitation to combat infections’, Prof Cynthia Whitchurch
(University Technology Sydney), Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

1 February, Sydney Micro Meeting, University of Sydney, Darlington.

25 February, ASM NSW-ACT February Meeting, ‘Candida auris — What'’s all the fuss
about?’, A/Prof Sharon Chen (ICPMR Westmead Hospital), Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital, Camperdown.

6 March, ASM Nancy Millis Student Travel Awards Night, University of Technology
Ultimo.

17 April, CAPSIG, ‘Challenges in the Pharmaceutical Industry’, Canterbury Hurlstone
Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

31 May, Clinical SIG Symposium, ‘What is going on with Measles?’, Westmead
Hospital Education Centre, Westmead.

18 July, VSP Program, ‘Alternatives to Antibiotics for Multidrug Resistant Infections
and Inflammation’, Prof Bob Hancock (University of British Columbia, Canada),
University of New South Wales, Kensington.

25 July, CAPSIG ‘Endotoxin Testing — Doing the right thing?’, Canterbury Hurlstone
Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

19 August, ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting, Invited Speaker: Prof Mike Cox
(University of Wisconsin—-Madison), Harpoon Harry, Surry Hills.

Branch Priorities



e Re-establishing some local partnerships with industry. 2019-2020 prospectus released a
month or so ago. Meeting with potential sponsors tomorrow. Platinum $2000 and Gold
$1000 sponsorship packages available

e Establishing strong links with the JAMS group. In the NSW/ACT branch we see this group
of interested/active microbiologists as natural allies. We are funding 10 student
memberships to be given away as prizes to speakers at JAMS events. We will do more
together moving forward

Syntrophy newsletter

Mitchell expressed gratitude to Syntrophy editor Susan Badman. Syntrophy is your place to
find ASM updates, meeting announcements, articles and job advertisements (free). Plan to
enhance digital presence of Syntrophy and branch through social media.

Branch Prizes

The Nancy Millis award — Anukriti Mathur

ASM NSW-ACT branch award — Pappu Mandel
Postdoctorate branch award — Laurence Luu $1000

Nancy Millis finalists all received $250 awards:
e Varsha Naidu (MQ)
e Will Klare (USyd)
e Natalie Strange (UTS)
e Belinda Fabian (MQ)

Undergraduate student prizes
e Nikki Woodward (CSU)
e Leesa Lertsumitkul (UNSW)
e Brodie Frank Gillieatt (Usyd)

Plan to review and overhaul awards scheme.

Treasurer’s Report (Chris Harmer)
Printed copies of the Branch financial report to 31 March 2019 were circulated at the
meeting and are included in Syntrophy AGM Special Issue.

Chris stated we are in a strong position and that is was a lean year due to sponsorship. The
is support available for events and the branch is keen to do more.

National Council meetings

Mitchell summarised points of interest from the National Council minutes.

e Council meeting held Sunday 30/06/2019, minutes not approved for release as of 3pm
today. However some issues discussed include;

e Proposal to extend term of President, or to allow a second term (widespread agreement
of past Presidents this is a good idea)

e Failure of nationalised corporate sponsorship program. SO collected



e Joint meeting with NZSM in Rotorua 2020
(not replacing our annual meeting as originally considered)

e ASM Melbourne 2020 July 5-8 Convention and Exhibition Centre

e WA branch proposal to ‘steal’ ASM 2021 from NSW/ACT branch. Apparently matter has
been decided and we will be notified soon. National Exec has strong feelings that
Newcastle or Wollongong be considered for the next conference in NSW/ACT branch

e ASM President Dena Lyras will be visiting our State branch to resolve a number of
ongoing concerns, including JAMS engagement. She will deliver a seminar open to all
members.

Reports from Special Interest Groups
None received.

Election of Office Bearers for 2019-2020

Continuing Executive Committee members, nominations not required: Jim Manos to assume
role of Chairperson (2 years), Mitchell Brown to assume role of Past-Chair (1-year), Chris
Harmer to continue role of Treasurer (further 12 months).

Call for nominations for Secretary. Single nomination for Secretary, Tim Newsome. Tim to
commence 2-year term in role of Secretary.

Chair
Jim Manos
The University of Sydney

Secretary
Tim Newsome
The University of Sydney

Treasurer
Christopher Harmer
The University of Sydney

Past Chair
Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital

Current members re-nominated
Thiru Vanniasinkam
Charles Sturt University

Nicholas Coleman
The University of Sydney

Slade Jensen
Western Sydney University



Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University

Andrew Robinson
University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Jai Tree
University of New South Wales

Mohammad Hamidian
The University of Technology Sydney

Alan Heritage
Heritage and Assoc., CAPSIG

New members nominated
Karl Hassan

University of Newcastle

Denisse Leyton
Australian National University

Daniel Enosi Tuipulotu
Australian National University
Other business

No other business.

AGM closed.



ASM NSW-ACT State Branch

Bank Balances at 31 March 2020
Westpac Cheque:

Westpac Spec:

G&C Bank

Bank Balances at 1 April 2019
Westpac Cheque:

Westpac Spec:

G&C Bank

Financial Report 2019-2020

132527

363233

s1

S11

S13

130 Term Deposit

132527

363233

s1

S11

S13

130 Term Deposit

Opening bank balances 1 April 2019

Minus cash out
Plus cash in
Equals

Closing bank balance 31 March 2020

Notes:

$823.80
$2,548.44
$34.66
$4.22
$5,132.14
$85,000.00

$93,543.26

$638.30
$2,949.87
$93.96
$204.94
$6,061.87
$85,000.00

$94,948.94

$94,948.94
$28,995.85
$27,590.17
$93,543.26
$93,543.26

Credits

Row Labels

5001 - Capitations

5005 - Interest received
5008 - General income
5002 - Sponsorships
Grand Total

Debits

Row Labels

7003 - Office running costs

7004 - Catering

7006 - Awards

7009 - Conferences and Meetings
7011 - General Expenses

7013 - National Council Fees
Grand Total

Sum of Amount
$12,554.85
$2,002.43
$11,032.89
$2,000.00
$27,590.17

Sum of Amount
$20.79
$2,808.53
$6,322.55
$6,805.83
$12,554.09
$484.06
$28,995.85

a) $10000 in General Income/Expenses in both credits and debits is due to inter-account transfers and is not reflective of actual income/debits





