From the editor

By Tim Newsome

Dear all and welcome to your latest issue of Syntrophy, and welcome
to 2020.

Last year certainly felt like a more innocent time before we were
gripped by coronavirus. Even just a month ago, SARS-CoV2 was
largely contained to mainland China, with only 15,000 cases and
casualties that numbered in the hundreds. We are now fully in the grip
of a soon-to-be declared pandemic that is lurching towards 100,000
cases with major outbreaks in Europe and the Middle East. The
appearance of cases in the US which cannot be traced back to recent
travel is further cause for concern. Working in the microbiology
discipline is an international profession, and many of us will have been
affected by the outbreak; either directly, such as in coordinating the
Australian response, or indirectly, such as those teaching in the tertiary
sector awaiting the return of international students.

No doubt many of you have been fielding questions from friends and
family about COVID-19, and Viruses in May (page #10) will be holding
timely sessions on coronavirus among other topics to keep you up to
date and informed. ASM2020 is also on the horizon (early bird
registration and oral abstract submission until April 24) and the
selection of plenary speakers on offer this year is extraordinary (see
page #11). If you are an HDR student, then | would encourage you to
apply for the ASM Nancy Millis Student Award (page #5) which not only
will support one worthy student to attend ASM2020 (registration,
accommodation and travel) but all finalists will receive a $250 prize.
But applications close today (March 3rd)!

And if you are too long in the tooth for a student prize, then please
consider the Early Career Microbiologist Award or Post-doctoral Award
(both NSW-ACT State branch prizes) that will substantially subsidise
attendance at ASM2020 (and enhance your CV, see pages #8 and 9
for details).

In addition, CAPSIG are holding a joint event with the RACI
Pharmaceutical Group (NSW) on March 25, with a stellar line-up of
speakers. (pages #6-7).
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Nancy Millis Student Award
Closing date: 3 March 2020, see details page 5

ASM Student Travel Awards Night 2020
17 March 2020, see details page 4.

COVID-19 Seminar Save the Date
24 March 2020, details to follow.

CAPSIG NSW and RACI Seminar - Preservatives and Preservative Efficacy: Pharmaceuticals and Cosmetics
25 March 2020, see details pages 6-7

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Early Career Microbiologist Award
Closing date: 31 March 2020, see details page 8

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award
Closing date: 31 March 2020, see details page 9.

RCPAQAP Viruses in May 2020

30 April — 1 May 2020, State Library of New South Wales see details page 10
https://rcpagap.com.au/eventbrite-event/viruses-in-may-2020/

Molecular Microbiology Meeting
14-15 May 2020, see details htips://www.molecularmicrobiologymeeting.com/

ASM2020 Victoria
5 — 8 July 2020, Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, see details page 11.

19th International Symposium on Staphylococci and Staphylococcal Infections
23 — 26 August 2020, Perth Western Australia, see details below.

https://isssi2020.org/

Dear Colleagues,

It is a pleasure to invite you to participate in the 19th International Symposium on Staphylococci and Staphylococcal
Infections, which will be held on 23 — 26 August 2020 in Perth, Australia.

ISSSI 2020 will cover many interdisciplinary subjects regarding staphylococci and staphylococcal infections. Sessions will
be presented by the world’'s leading experts in each of the research fields. Oral and poster sessions will be an integral part
of the program as well, and all delegates are invited to submit abstracts. To promote discussion and interaction between
delegates and the invited speakers, the meeting’s registration includes the welcome reception, lunches, morning and
afternoon teas and admission to the ISSSI Dinner.

ISSSI 2020 will be held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre located in the heart of the city. World class public
transport, hotels and internationally acclaimed bars and restaurants are all within walking distance from the Centre. The Perth
international and domestic airport terminals are only a short transit to the city and are serviced by numerous daily direct
flights from Asia and Europe.

We are confident that you will find the symposium’s programme both scientifically stimulating and informative and we look
forward to meeting you in Perth.

Kind regards from the ISSSI 2020 Organising Committee.


https://rcpaqap.com.au/eventbrite-event/viruses-in-may-2020/
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The Cosmetics and Pharmaceuticals Special Interest Group (CAPSIG)
ABN 20 932 313 797

Report for Christmas Meeting 4 December 2019
By Vijay Randev, Shimadzu Scientific, Committee Member CAPSIG (NSW)

The CAPSIG (NSW) Xmas meeting is now an annual institution amongst our members who look forward to this event. Over
one hundred and forty attendees came to the meeting this year to hear Andrew Holmes, Associate Professor at Sydney
University, present on Gut Microbiome and Health.

Assoc Prof Andrew Holmes presenting at the CAPSIG (NSW) an Heritage (National Convenor of CAPSIG) presenting Hilary Fong with a
Xmas seminar farewell gift
Assoc Prof Andrew Holmes’ current research has a particular focus on understanding the mechanisms of host-microbe
interaction in the gut. Andrew is based in the School of Environmental and Life Sciences and leads the Microbiome Project
node in the Charles Perkins Centre and is also Co-leader of the Food for Health theme of the Centre for Advanced Food
Enginomics. Andrew is a Senior Editor with The ISME Journal.

At the CAPSIG (NSW) seminar, Andrew gave an overview of the microbiome and its holistic place within our environment.
As the microbiome of each person is specific to that person, the development of treatments on a population level can be a
difficult challenge due to the individual variations inherent in a cohort population.

Additionally, Andrews’ research has shown the impact of diet, genetics and microbiome diversity also affects health and an
individual's weight. This means that some therapies, such as, prebiotics will be successful for some individuals and have no
effect on others.

This growing area of research looks to continue into the future as more is discovered about the human microbiome and its
interactions within the individual’'s diet, genetics and the microbiome composition and resilience.

Andrews’ presentation will soon be posted on the CAPSIG (NSW) website at www.capsig.com.au.

Finally, CAPSIG (NSW) said goodbye to Hilary Fong, a long standing (over 25 years) member of the CAPSIG (NSW)
committee. Hilary has been an active member of the committee and held a variety of roles, including his most recent role of
Committee Secretary. The committee will miss Hilary’s enthusiasm and commitment to CAPSIG (NSW) and appreciates his
hard work over the years.

For CAPSIG (NSW) to present this annual seminar with a Seafood Buffet Dinner, lucky door prize for every attendee and the
opportunity for net-working, it would not have been possible without our great speaker, generosity of the sponsors (especially
eurofins Biopharma Product Testing, bioMérieux Australia, Critical Certification and Critical Scientific Solutions (CSS), evolve
Scientific Recruitment and Clean Room Garments (CRG), the excellent service from Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL catering
and staff and the donors of the lucky door prizes. To all our supporters, CAPSIG (NSW) would like to express our most
sincere gratitude. We look forward to seeing you all again in 2020 when we present another round of seminars.


http://www.capsig.com.au/
http://www.capsig.com.au/
http://theasm.org.au/
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CAPSIG NSW in brief

The Cosmetic and Pharmaceutical Special Interest Group (CAPSIG) NSW was formed by a small group of enthusiastic
microbiologists employed in cosmetic, pharmaceutical industries some 30 years ago. To date, CAPSIG NSW remains one
of the most active CAPSIG amongst other states across the country.

The group organises at least three seminars annually. The main purpose is to facilitate ongoing training and networking
among members in the cosmetic, pharmaceutical, medical device, veterinary and allied industries. Our main activity is to
seek and invite veteran experts and experienced professionals to share their knowledge and experience with our members;
especially for those who are recent graduates or new to the industries. More importantly, CAPSIG NSW has very close
association with the relevant regulatory agencies (such as the Therapeutic Goods Administration) to provide updates and
the latest development in applicable guides and regulations.

CAPSIG NSW enables members to network for the exchange of ideas and work experience.

CAPSIG NSW is also fortunate to have many supporters in Industry, including suppliers of laboratory consumables, technical
services, consultants and recruitment agencies. Through their generous sponsorships and active involvement, our seminars
are subsidised making it more affordable to members. Additionally, CAPSIG NSW offers 10 free tickets to full time students
enrolled in NSW tertiary institutions or at a discounted rate (for more details and T&C, please contact any of the committee
members).

By Hilary Fong (retired Secretary of CAPSIG NSW)

ASM NSW-ACT Branch

Student Travel Awards Night 2020

The ASM NSW-ACT State branch would like to invite you to attend the 2020AS M Student Travel Awards night at the
University of Technology Sydney. Six finalists will be selected from abstracts to present their research and be in the running
for the Student Travel Award that will support attendance at the 2020 ASM Annual Scientific Conference, which will be held
in Melbourne July 5-8.

When: 5:30 for 6pm start
Tuesday 17th March 2020

Where: Rm 430 Level 5 Building 4,
Corner of Harris Street and Thomas Street
The ithree institute
University of Technology Sydney
Snacks and drinks will be served


http://theasm.org.au/
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch

Nancy Millis Student Award

To support attendance and presentation at the 2020 ASM Annual Scientific Conference (Melbourne)

Closing Date
3 March 2020
Award

This award provides the opportunity for one student member from each ASM State Branch to attend and give an oral
presentation at the 2020 ASM Annual Scientific Meeting (to be held in July 5-8 in Melbourne). All postgraduate
microbiology students who have submitted or are intending to submit an abstract for the ASM Annual Scientific Meeting
are invited to apply. ALL finalists will receive a $250 prize.

Each Award consists of

e areturn economy airfare

o full conference registration

¢ an allowance for accommodation (currently $500)

Eligibility

Applicants must:

e be student members of the ASM or, if not currently a student member, applicants must be eligible for membership and
must pay for such at the time of application for the Award.

e not have previously received an ASM Student Award

Application
Finalists for the Award will be selected on the basis of their abstract/presentation summary submitted for consideration to

their ASM State Branch. Please submit an abstract by COB 3rd March 2020 (.doc or .docx file; 500 words) to:
Mohammad Hamidian mohammad.hamidian@uts.edu.au

All applications will be reviewed, and applicants selected as finalists will be invited to present their work at the ASM
Nancy Millis Student Award evening:

When: 5:30 for 6pm start
Tuesday 17th March 2020

Where: Rm 430 Level 5 Building 4,
Corner of Harris Street and Thomas Street
The ithree institute
University of Technology Sydney
Snacks and drinks will be served

The recipient of the Award will be selected on the basis of an oral presentation - 12 minutes plus 3 minutes
question time, to be given at the ASM Student Award Evening of each ASM State Branch. The recipient of the
Award will be selected and announced at the Award evening.

Conditions of the Award

Within 5 days of receiving the Award from their State Branch the recipient must email their presentation abstract
to the National Office for publication in the Program & Abstract Book. The recipient of the Award will be required
to present their paper at the special ASM Student Award Session at the ASM Annual Scientific Meeting.
https://www.theasm.org.au/asm-nancy-millis-student-award

All Finalists will be required to write a brief 1-page report on their project (approx. 600 words) as requested for
publication in the ASM NSW-ACT Branch newsletter ‘Syntrophy’. Syntrophy reports to be submitted with
supervisor’s approval.


mailto:mohammad.hamidian@uts.edu.au
http://www.theasm.org.au/asm-nancy-millis-student-award
http://theasm.org.au/

RACI| PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCE GROUP (NSW)

and CAPS'G NSW present the following joint seminar:

Preservatives and Preservative Efficacy:
Pharmaceuticals and Cosmetics

Wednesday 25" March 2020
Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club
117 Ryedale Road
WEST RYDE NSW 2114

Program

Antimicrobial and chemical preservatives have long been recognised as being an integral part of cosmetic and medicinal product
formulations to protect them from microbiological growth which could result in the products being unsafe or unfit for use. However, with
the changing regulatory environment resulting in fewer choices of available preservatives and consumers wanting more natural
products, it is time to review the preservative landscape.

This seminar will examine the current and future preservative options, formulation issues, efficacy testing, and the changing regulatory
requirements. The speakers, drawn from industry, consultancy, testing and TGA, are actively involved in these areas and will present a
practical, ‘hands on’ approach to preservatives and their requirements.

This seminar is designed for those working in the therapeutic goods and cosmetic sectors who are involved in product development,
manufacturing, quality control and testing and regulatory of cosmetic and medicinal products.

12:30-13.10  Registration

13:10-13.15 Chair seminar welcome and introduction
Scott Colbourne, RACI Pharmaceutical Science Group NSW

13:15 - 14.00 Introduction to Preservatives - Kevin Roden
e  Types of preservatives and their mode of action
Selection of preservatives
Preservative/preservative interactions and preservative/packaging interactions
Traditional and current trends in the marketplace
Regulations for the use of preservatives

14:00 - 14.45  Formulation of products - John Staton, SciPharm
e Use of ‘natural’ preservatives
e Formulation issues related to selection of preservatives
e Differences between cosmetic and pharmaceutical preservative requirements
e Case studies

14:45-15.15 The Chemistry and Analysis of Preservatives - Alan Doughty, Chemika
e Chemical degradation processes (as opposed to microbial) and the role of preservatives in
prevention.
e Analytical methods for preservatives.
e Typical validation protocols for preservatives.
¢ What makes a compliant method validation study.
e What is a method adjustment and what is a modification?

15:15-15.30 Questions and discussion
15:30-16.00  Afternoon tea

16:00 - 16.30  PET - Microbiological analysis, traditional and rapid techniques (Tempo and Bioball)
Kerensa Low, bioMérieux Australia Pty Ltd

Challenge test objectives
Traditional methods
Challenge test automation
Data management tools

Megha Baja, bioMérieux Australia Pty Ltd

. PET and pharmacopeial requirements
. Product category and test organisms
. Ready to use solution



16:30 - 17.00  Regulatory perspectives - John Churchill, Pharmaceutical Chemistry Section, Scientific
Evaluation Branch, Medicines Regulation Division, TGA

17:00-17.15  Questions and discussion
17:15 - Drinks, followed by dinner (6 pm)

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Event 999
Registration fees (GST inclusive):

Earlybird RACI/ASM/ARCS Members $155 seminar, dinner & drinks
Earlybird Non Members $200 seminar, dinner & drinks
RACI/ASM/ARCS Members . . .
(from 17/3/20) $175 seminar, dinner & drinks
Non Members (from 17/3/20) $250 seminar, dinner & drinks
RACI/ASM member students $10

Non member students $60

RACI/ASM/ARCS members and non society members: to register and pay for the seminar go to RACI Group
website: for program description and link
http://www.raci.org.au/branches/nsw-branch/pharmaceutical-science-group or register directly at:
https://ivvy.com.au/event/NHG999/

Other CAPSIG members register with Melissa Bourke by Friday 20 March, email melissa.bourke@biomerieux.com or
phone 0416 036 443. Cheques and booking details to be sent to Ms. Melissa J Bourke, PO Box 432, Alexandria NSW
1435.

Earlybird registrations close COB, Monday, 16 March, 2020.
Final registration COB, Monday, 23 March 2020. No registrations will be accepted after this.

Registration entry hints:

The User Name is the email address entered.

At Dietary requirements box enter Nil if not applicable.

When requested for a membership number RACI, ARCS and ASM members enter number;
non-members enter 0000.

Under Attendee information do not press Add unless an additional registrant is to be added.
There is no additional Credit Card fee.

It is not possible to use the same email address/user name for a subsequent registration.

Enquiries for Payment/Registrations, including EFT payment and AMEX card payments, please contact Claire Jung at
RACI NSW Office, (02) 9663 4960 or email raci-nsw@raci.org.au (no faxes).

No refunds will be given on cancellations after COB Wednesday, 18 March, 2020; change of registrant personnel
is allowed at any time. Please advise Claire Jung of such changes.

For further information regarding the seminar, please contact David Edmonds davidaedmonds@yahoo.com.au.

Note: the Pharmaceutical Science Group and CAPSIG reserve the right to omit or change presenters and/or
presentations without prior notice to seminar attendees. Also note that the organisers may deny registration(s) in the
unlikely event that the venue capacity is filled with prior registrants.

RACI Group website: http://www.raci.org.au/branches/nsw-branch/pharmaceutical-science-group
CAPSIG website: http://www.capsig.com.au/

Founded in 1917 as a Professional Society, the Royal Australian Chemical Institute (RACI) provides educational and
other career beneficial service to its members, the chemistry and scientific sectors and the wider community.

CAPSIG is a special interest group affiliated to the Australian Society for Microbiology, fostering advancements in
Cosmetic & Pharmaceutical Microbiology.
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch

Early Career Microbiologist Award

Award

The Award is a contribution of up to $1000 (towards registration fees / airfares / accommodation) to assist the recipient to
attend the Australian Society for Microbiology Annual National conference in the same year the Award is given.

Eligibility

The applicant must be working as a scientist in a microbiology laboratory (clinical, diagnostic, research or industry). The
applicant should have been working in the field of microbiology for less than 5 years (FTE) when the Award application is
submitted. Applicants must have been members of the Australian Society for Microbiology for at least 12 months before
the Award application is submitted and a resident of NSW/ACT at time of application.

Note: Postdoctoral researchers are not eligible to apply for this award.
Criteria
Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following:

1. A cover letter supporting their eligibility for the Award, including their work achievements to date, a demonstrated pro-
active contribution to the field of microbiology and outlining how attendance at the ASM conference will benefit their career.
2. A brief curriculum vitae outlining the applicant’s qualifications, continuing education, employment history, publications
and presentations.

3. Two referee’s reports (to be submitted by the referees directly to the Branch committee, awards@asmnsw.com.au)
supporting the applicant for the Award, summarising and confirming the applicant’s eligibility. It is the responsibility of the
applicant to ensure that their referees submit the reports to the ASM NSW-ACT Branch committee by the closing date.

Conditions of the Award

1. A maximum of one award will be given per year. No award may be given in the event that the NSW—ACT Branch
committee determines there is no suitable applicant.

2. Publication of the Awardee with photo in the Branch newsletter Syntrophy and at the Branch AGM.

3. Payment will be provided upon presentation of tax invoices or receipts.

Note: Current members of the NSW-ACT branch committee of ASM are not eligible to apply for the award and there is a
career limit of one award per applicant.

Closing Date
COB 31st March 2020 (offered annually).
Email applications to

Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch:
awards@asmnsw.com.au
(include “ASM NSW-ACT Early Career Microbiologist Award [surname]” in the subject line)



mailto:awards@asmnsw.com.au
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch

Postdoctoral Award

Award

The award is a contribution of up to $1000 (towards registration fees/ airfares/accommodation) to assist the recipient to
attend the Australian society for Microbiology annual national conference in the same year as the award is given.

Eligibility

Postdoctoral researchers in microbiology of no more than 5 years postdoctoral experience. Applicants must have been
members of the Australian Society for Microbiology for at least 12 months before the Award application is submitted and
must be a resident of NSW/ACT at time of application.

Criteria
Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following:

1. A description of the applicant’s project and their major scientific contributions to date (e.g. peer reviewed publications,
conference presentations, etc.) and outlining how attendance at the conference will benefit their career (maximum of 2
pages).

2. A copy of the abstract that the applicant will submit for the conference.

3. Two referee’s reports (to be submitted by the referees directly to the Branch committee, awards@asmnsw.com.au)
supporting the applicant for the Award; one should be from the applicant’s supervisor. It is the responsibility of the applicant
to ensure that their referees submit the reports directly to the ASM NSW-ACT Branch committee by the closing date.

Conditions of the Award

1. A maximum of one award per year. No award will be given in the event that the NSW-ACT Branch committee determines
there is no suitable applicant.

2. Publication of the Awardee with photo in the Branch newsletter Syntrophy and at the Branch AGM.

3. Payment will be provided upon presentation of tax invoices or receipts.

Note: Current members of the NSW-ACT branch committee of ASM are not eligible to apply for the award and there is a
career limit of one award per applicant.

Closing Date
COB 31st March 2020 (offered annually).
Email applications to

Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch:
awards@asmnsw.com.au
(include “ASM NSW-ACT Postdoctoral Award [surname]” in the subject line)
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Viruses in May 2020

Date

30 April = 1 May 2020

Venue

State Library of New South Wales Macquarie Street, Sydney, NSW 2000

Please join us in 2020 for the 16th Viruses in May meeting, with the theme ‘Viruses in a new Decade — what about
tomorrow?’

The two-day conference will focus on ‘Diagnostics — existing and new’ and ‘Vaccine preventable, emerging and re-emerging
viruses’. The meeting will be held on the 30th April — 1st May, in Sydney at the stunning State Library of New South Wales.
ViM brings together experts from diverse areas, all with viruses as the principle focus. The meeting will feature a
VIM/RCPAQAP oration, case sessions, a ‘meet the professor’ session and an opportunity to network with delegates at a
featured event.

Target Audience

Early career scientists, medical scientists and clinicians involved in the detection, diagnosis and treatment of vaccine
preventable, emerging and re-emerging viral infections.

Areas to be covered

Day one focuses on viral diagnostics and covers the origins of viruses and initial detection methods, to current trends and
the future of diagnostics. Day two features presentations on specific viral areas related to vaccine-preventable and
potentially preventable viral infections.

Expected outcomes

Understand the importance of viruses by revisiting virus origins and reviewing the development of diagnostics to detect the
evolving role of viruses in today’s infections. By focusing on specific viruses and preventative methods, delegates will be
able to appreciate the importance of preventing viral diseases. We expect you will leave the meeting with a better
understanding of virology, and how this applies to diagnostic and therapeutic clinical decisions.

Special Features

ViIM/RCPAQAP oration, case sessions, a ‘meet with the Respiratory Virus Experts’ session and networking event in the
beautiful Galleries at the State Library.

https://rcpagap.com.au/eventbrite-event/viruses-in-may-2020/
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