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From the editor 
By Tim Newsome 

Hello microbiologists and welcome to the latest issue of 
Syntrophy. 

It has been a busy start to the year and you will find a report from 
our recent Nancy Millis Awards night (see page 6), organised by 
committee members Mohammad Hamidian and Willa Huston at 
the University of Technology Sydney. This travel award is a 
rebranding of the ASM/BD Travel Award that supports student 
attendance at the ASM National meeting, to be held this year in 
Adelaide (see page 7). The late Professor Nancy Mills was a 
prominent Australian microbiologist who worked most of her 
career at the University of Melbourne. You can read about her 
indomitable spirit and her important work on fermentation in an 
interview conducted by the Australian Academy of Science.  

This year we had record number of applications for the travel 
award that was evidenced by the high quality of finalists who 
presented their work. I would like to congratulate Anukriti Mathur 
(JCSMR, Australian National University) on being the inaugural 
winner of the NSW-ACT branch Nancy Millis Travel Award, and 
Papu Mandal (The ithree institute, University of Technology 
Sydney) for taking home the NSW-ACT branch prize. These 
students will have the opportunity to attend and present their work 
at the National meeting (30 June – 3 July). You will be able to read 
about the work of all the six finalists in lead articles in Syntrophy 
over the course of the upcoming year. 

In this issue you will also find two awards (closing soon) that 
facilitate attendance at the National meeting, available to Early 
Career Researchers and Postdoctoral fellows. With a great line-
up of speakers, it would be a pity to miss out! 
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Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM 
members located in NSW and the ACT using 
details included on the ASM National Office 
Database. 

Not yet a member? Join today! 
www.theasm.org.au/membership 

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to 
the Syntrophy Coordinator via the ASM NSW-
ACT Branch Secretary. 

Organisations with research opportunities, or 
companies seeking to fill positions are 
welcome to place an advertisement in an 
upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact 
the Syntrophy Coordinator with your details 
for inclusion. 
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Focus Article 
Is the autotransporter β-barrel a conserved folding vector? 
By Xiaojun Yuan and Denisse Leyton 
Research School of Biology, the Australian National University, ACT, Australia
Bacterial autotransporters are a large family of virulence 
factors that play key roles in pathogenesis. 
Autotransporters consist of a 12-stranded β-barrel domain 
that forms a pore in the bacterial outer membrane to allow 
translocation of the passenger domain to the cell surface 
(Figure 1)1. Some passenger domains remain attached to 
the β-barrel, protruding from the bacterial surface to 
mediate adhesion or biofilm formation1. Other passenger 
domains are cleaved from their β-barrels (often 
autocatalytically) and released into the extracellular 
environment where they target eukaryotic host cells, 
causing toxicity, or immune cells to disrupt the host 
immune response1. While either way, the biologically 
active conformation of the passenger is typically an 
elongateds β-helix1, how this domain folds is poorly 
understood.  

Using the autotransporter Pet, a toxin from 
enteroaggregative Escherichia coli, the Leyton laboratory 
and collaborators showed that the β-hairpin of the fifth 
extracellular loop (L5) of the β-barrel mediates folding of 
the passenger domain into a β-helix2. We proposed that 
during translocation, the L5 β-hairpin interacts with the 
unfolded portion of the passenger domain that appears 
first at the bacterial surface, and that this β-augmentation 
interaction initiates in-register stacking of the β-helical 
rungs (Figure 2a). Moreover, we showed that variations in 
the amino acid sequence of the L5 β-hairpin had no 
obvious effect on passenger folding, while disruption of the 
β-hairpin structure severely perturbed the folding of this 
domain. These data suggested that the L5 β-hairpin does 
not need to recognise a specific amino acid sequence in 
the passenger domain to mediate folding. Rather, it is the 
β-strand propensity of the L5 β-hairpin that is required for 
this process. 

In the absence of the L5 β-hairpin, we showed that the 
passenger was susceptible to degradation by both host 
and exogenous proteases, which suggested that this 
domain was not able to fold. We proposed that in the 
absence of the L5 β-hairpin, the passenger remained in an 
unfolded conformation because the interaction that 
initiates polymerisation of this domain into a continuous β-
helix is prevented (Figure 2b). Notably, by monitoring the 
folding of Pet in solution, we found that L5-mediated 
folding of the passenger domain is intrinsic and can occur 
independently of any cellular machinery. Further 
bioinformatics and structural analyses suggested that L5-
mediated folding is an evolutionarily conserved 
mechanism among autotransporters with β-helical 
passenger domains. 

To test this hypothesis, we are currently examining the 
effect of truncation of the L5 β-hairpin on the folding of the 
Ag43 passenger domain, an autotransporter from 
uropathogenic E. coli 3 that is unrelated to Pet. Ag43 is 
displayed on the bacterial cell surface where it mediates 

biofilm formation through self-association and cell 
aggregation3-5. We found that while the L5 β-hairpin is 
required for the Ag43 passenger domain to mediate self-
association and cell aggregation, the way in which this 
occurs in Ag43 is slightly different to that of Pet. We are 
now in the process of trying to understand the basis of this 
difference. 

In conclusion, we have discovered that the autotransporter 
β-barrel is a folding vector that uses the L5 β-hairpin to 
actively promote folding of the passenger domain, a 
conserved function that appears to occur through a slightly 
different manner in different autotransporter subfamilies. 
Nevertheless, the inability of the Pet passenger domain to 
fold into a β-helix and the inability of the Ag43 passenger 
domain to carry out its biological function in the absence 
of the L5 β-hairpin could have therapeutic value in 
preventing bacterial infections. 

 
Figure 1. The typical domain structure of an autotransporter 

protein includes an N-terminal extracellular passenger 
domain (shown in green, EspP, PDB ID 3SZE), which 
folds into a β-helical stalk-like structure and a C-
terminal outer membrane-embedded β-barrel domain 
(shown in yellow, EspP, PDB ID 3SLJ). 
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Figure 2. Schematic model for L5-assisted folding of β-helical 

autotransporter passenger domains. a) The L5 β-
hairpin (shown in red) interacts with the C-terminus of 
the unfolded passenger domain (shown in green) to 
nucleate its folding in a β-strand augmentation 
manner. b) Absence of the interaction between the 
passenger domain and the first β-strand of L5 
abolishes folding of the passenger domain, which 
results in its degradation by host and exogenous 
proteases. 
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About the Lead Author 

Xiaojun (Holly) Yuan is currently completing her PhD 
within Dr. Denisse Leyton’s laboratory in the Research 
School of Biology at the Australian National University. 
Holly’s research interests lie in how autotransporters fold 
into their biologically active forms. Her PhD research 
focuses on the molecular basis for the folding of β-helical 
autotransporter passenger domains. 

 

 

Key dates 
Closing date for ASM NSW-ACT Branch Early Career Microbiologist Award 
31st March 2019, see details page 10 

Closing date for ASM NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award 
31st March 2019, see details page 11 

CAPSIG NSW Seminar - Challenges in the Pharmaceutical Industry 
17th April 2019, see details page 4 

ASM 2019 South Australia Early Bird Registration and Oral Abstract Deadline 
19th April 2019 

Deadline for submissions to next Syntrophy issue 
25th April 2019 

ASM 2019 South Australia Poster Abstract Deadline 
17th May 2019 

ASM 2019 South Australia 
30 June – 3 July 2019, see details page 7 

ASM BacPath 15 
30 September – 3 October 2019, see details below 

 

http://www.bacpath.org/
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The Cosmetics and Pharmaceuticals Special Interest Group (CAPSIG) 

ABN 20 932 313 797 
 

Challenges in the Pharmaceutical Industry 
We have seen the ongoing exodus of pharmaceutical companies relocating manufacturing facilities and other 
business units to offshore locations. Business acquisitions and mergers within Australia also pose threats and 
uncertainty to the number of positions available within our industry. What is driving this change – is it market 
demands, cost of local manufacture, outsourcing to contract manufacturers or unskilled personnel? How will our 
industry sustain and what emerging trends do we need to be aware of to ensure that our knowledge and skillset will 
guarantee longevity within the industry. 

This seminar will provide an insight into some of the challenges currently faced within the industry – from the 
perspective of training, recruitment and employer requirements. We will be informed as to how to become “work 
ready”. We will then be updated on what employment opportunities are being requested by industry. Finally, we will 
get an understanding of what positions are evolving and being created by an employer due to challenges of new 
markets and regulations. 

Date: Wednesday 17th April 2019 

Venue: Heritage Room, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL 
20-26 Canterbury Rd, Hurlstone Park. NSW 2193 

Programme 
5:00 pm – 5.40 pm  Registration 

5:40 pm – 5:50 pm Introduction: Anna Maria Musico - CAPSIG Committee Member  

5:50 pm – 6.20 pm Jacqueline Berry - Consultant and Lecturer SeerPharma 
“Training – Bridging the Gap” 

6:20 pm – 6.50 pm  Peter Salib – Team Leader- NSW Techstaff 
“Employment Opportunities” 

6:50 pm – 7:20 pm  Chhaya Mahashabde - Head of Formulation - Virbac (Australia) 
 “Veterinary Formulation - Challenges & Changes”  

7:20 pm – 7:30 pm Question Time followed by Dinner 

 

Cost:  $75.00 per person. Cheques payable to CAPSIG - NSW.  
 (CAPSIG is a non-profit group with annual turn-over less than the statutory limit and hence GST is not 

applicable) 

RSVP: Friday 12th April 2019 

 
Bookings & Enquiries: 

Ms. Melissa J Bourke 
Mobile: 0416 036 443 
E-mail: melissa.bourke@biomerieux.com  
 
Cheques and booking details to be sent to:  
Ms. Melissa J Bourke 
PO Box 432, Alexandria NSW 1435 

 

mailto:melissa.bourke@biomerieux.com
http://www.capsig.com.au/
http://theasm.org.au/
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This seminar is proudly sponsored by: 

 

 
 

 

Booking form 

Names(s): Company: Address: Email: Phone: 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
Terms and Conditions 

1. Prior booking and payment in full are essential for seminar attendance. 

2. Payment must be made by the RSVP date of the seminar. 

3. Payment must be in cheque or direct deposit (make sure you include your company/ name in the transaction). 

4. All cheques must be made payable to CAPSIG NSW. 

5. Direct deposit details listed below. 

6. Cancellations must be made by the RSVP date; otherwise full cost of the seminar must be paid. 

7. CAPSIG NSW is a non-profit group with an annual turn-over less than the statutory limit and hence GST is not 
applicable or charged. It is a Special Interest Group of the Australian Society for Microbiology Inc. 

8. If you require an invoice, please email Melissa at melissa.bourke@biomerieux.com  

Banking details 

Account Name: CAPSIG NSW 
Bank: St George 
Account No. 043238414 
BSB: 112-879 

  

mailto:melissa.bourke@biomerieux.com
https://www.eurofins.com.au/
http://www.cleanroom.com.au/
https://www.biomerieux-industry.com/
https://www.evolvescientific.com.au/
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 Postdoctoral Associate in Microbial Risk Assessment 
• Opportunity to be part of a project involving Microbial Risk Assessment in Leafy Green Salads 
• Located at Australian Technology Park Campus, School of Life and Environmental Sciences 
• 12 Months Fixed Term, Full-Time, Academic Level A: Base Salary: $73,420 p.a. - $92,682 p.a. plus a generous 

employer’s contribution to superannuation. 

About the opportunity  
Applications are invited for a Postdoctoral Research Associate to the Australian Research Council (ARC) Industrial 
Transformation Training Centre (ITTC) for Food Safety in the Fresh Produce Industry. 

The overarching purpose of the centre is to conduct industry-focused research to develop practical solutions to prevent 
or minimise microbial food safety risks in fresh produce across the value chain. 

The increase in consumption of leafy green salads and raw vegetables has led to increased risk of foodborne illness 
associated with fresh produce. Pre-harvest food safety risks in leafy greens include contamination of leaf and root 
surfaces by Salmonella, Listeria monocytogenes and E. coli. This project aims to understand the effect of local 
environmental conditions, and on-farm production practices on microbial survival during the pre-harvest stages in the 
supply chain. This information will be used to develop and refine a decision support tool based on QMRA, for reducing 
microbial risk in the Australian leafy greens market. The decision support tool will be used for informing quality assurance 
certification schemes and growers on managing risks in the leafy green food industry. 

The successful candidate will participate in the above research program developing QMRA models for our industry 
partners. The successful candidate will design and conduct research trials, analyse the results and write up the results 
in a suitable format for publication. The candidate will also assist with supervision of PhD, Masters and Honours student. 

About you 
The University values courage and creativity; openness and engagement; inclusion and diversity; and respect and 
integrity. As such, we see the importance in recruiting talent aligned to these values in the pursuit of research excellence 
and are seeking to recruit for a Post doctorate Postdoctoral Research Associate in Microbial Risk Assessment role within 
the School of Life and Environmental Sciences, who has: 

• BSc (Honours) or equivalent and PhD in Microbiology or closely-related discipline. (Microbial Risk Analysis) 
• Significant experience in laboratory-based microbiology and molecular techniques. 
• Sound knowledge, development and use of microbial risk assessment models 

About us 
The Faculty of Science is one of six faculties operating within the University and includes the Schools of Chemistry, 
Geosciences, History and Philosophy of Science, Life and Environmental Sciences, Mathematics and Statistics, 
Physics, Psychology, and the Sydney School of Veterinary Science. The Faculty stewards a range of research entities 
including the Sydney Institute of Agriculture and the Lambert Initiative for Cannabinoid Therapeutics, and partners with 
University-wide research centres including the Charles Perkins Centre (CPC), the Brain and Mind Centre (BMC) and 
the University of Sydney Nano Institute. 

Since our inception 160 years ago, the University of Sydney has led to improve the world around us. We believe in 
education for all and that effective leadership makes lives better. These same values are reflected in our approach to 
diversity and inclusion and underpin our long-term strategy for growth. We’re Australia's first university and have an 
outstanding global reputation for academic and research excellence. Across our campuses, we employ over 6000 
academic and non-academic staff who support over 60,000 students. 

We are undergoing significant transformative change which brings opportunity for innovation, progressive thinking, 
breaking with convention, challenging the status quo, and improving the world around us. 

Please refer to the candidate information pack for further details. 
Job Reference No. 314/0219F  
Closing date: 11:30pm, 31 March 2019 (Sydney Time) 
The University of Sydney is committed to diversity and social inclusion. Applications from people of culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds; equity target groups including women, people with disabilities, people who identify 
as LGBTIQ; and people of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander descent, are encouraged. 
The University reserves the right not to proceed with any appointment. 

Apply Here 

  

https://sydney.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.checkJobDetailsNewApplication&returnToEvent=jobs.processJobSearch&jobid=00922140-8F7C-4BEF-96D6-A9FA00E3913F&CurATC=EXT&CurBID=949319BC-8898-4F11-AC4B-9DB401358504&jobsListKey=42a87603-b5c9-4d88-a775-bfd13252ced8&persistVariables=CurATC,CurBID,jobsListKey,JobID&lid=04394000122
https://sydney.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.checkJobDetailsNewApplication&returnToEvent=jobs.processJobSearch&jobid=00922140-8F7C-4BEF-96D6-A9FA00E3913F&CurATC=EXT&CurBID=949319BC-8898-4F11-AC4B-9DB401358504&jobsListKey=42a87603-b5c9-4d88-a775-bfd13252ced8&persistVariables=CurATC,CurBID,jobsListKey,JobID&lid=04394000122
https://sydney.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.checkJobDetailsNewApplication&returnToEvent=jobs.processJobSearch&jobid=00922140-8F7C-4BEF-96D6-A9FA00E3913F&CurATC=EXT&CurBID=949319BC-8898-4F11-AC4B-9DB401358504&jobsListKey=42a87603-b5c9-4d88-a775-bfd13252ced8&persistVariables=CurATC,CurBID,jobsListKey,JobID&lid=04394000122
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Confirmed Plenary Speakers 

 

Bazeley Orator, Prof. Luigina Romani is 
internationally recognized in the area of 
antifungal  immunity — a field in which her 
major interest is on the comprehension of 
mechanisms of antifungal immunity that 
lead to the activation of protective and non-
protective adaptive immunity.  

 

Snowdon Orator, Dr. Marnie L. Peterson is 
an expert in antibiotic resistance, 
antimicrobial stewardship, experimental 
therapeutics, and microbial pathogenesis 
with over 20 years of experience in the 
development of new therapeutics for 
infectious diseases 

 

Dr. Alan Landay is Professor in the 
Departments of Internal Medicine and 
Microbial Pathogens and Immunity  and is 
Assistant Provost for Team Science at Rush 
University Medical Center in Chicago.  He 
has been involved in HIV research for over 35 
years having performed some of the first 
immune evaluations of HIV infected 
haemophiliacs in 1982 while completing a 
postdoctoral fellowship at the University of 
Alabama, Birmingham. 

 

Dr. Karen Carroll is a Professor of 
Pathology at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine.  She attended the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 
and stayed on to do an internship in Primary 
Care Internal Medicine.  She spent the next 
three years in Rochester, NY in the Internal 
Medicine Program at the Associated 
Hospitals Program, University of Rochester 
School of Medicine, where she was also 
Chief resident of her program. 

 

Prof. Noah Fierer is a Professor in the 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology and a Fellow of the Cooperative 
Institute for Research in Environmental 
Sciences at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. He is a microbial ecologist and his 
research program focuses on microbes living 
in a range of environments. 

 

Prof. Sarah Gurr studied at Imperial College 
of Science, Technology and Medicine (BSc, 
ARCS, DIC and PhD), where she was 
awarded The Huxley Medal for her 
outstanding record of achievement.  She 
was a post-doctoral Fellow in Fungal 
Biology at St Andrews University and then 
held an independent Royal Society 
University Research Fellowship in Molecular 
Plant Pathology. 

 

Rubbo Orator, A/Prof. Tilman Ruff is Co-
President of International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War (Nobel Peace 
Prize 1985); and co-founder and founding 
international and Australian chair of the 
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN), awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2017 “for its work to draw attention 
to the catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences of any use of nuclear weapons 
and for its ground-breaking efforts to 
achieve a treaty-based prohibition of such 
weapons". 

 

Prof. Miguel Viveiros is Full Professor with 
Habilitation in Biomedical Sciences 
(Speciality Microbiology) in the Unit of 
Medical Microbiology (Group of 
Mycobacteriology) of the Instituto de 
Higiene e Medicina Tropical da 
Universidade Nova de Lisboa. 

http://asmmeeting.theasm.org.au/invited-speakers/
http://asmmeeting.theasm.org.au/


Syntrophy   Volume 20 | Issue 02 2019 | Page 8 of 11 

 
ASM Nancy Millis Student Travel Awards Night  
(NSW-ACT Branch) 
By Mohammad Hamidian 

On 6th of March 2019 the ASM Nancy Millis and the ASM 
NSW-ACT branch student travel awards night was held in 
the ithree institute at University of Technology Sydney. 
The highlight of this year was the quality of abstracts and 
a large number of applications received (16 abstracts) by 
the ASM NSW-ACT branch, which included 3 applications 
from UNSW, 2 from USYD, 3 from Macquarie University, 
5 from UTS, 2 from Wollongong University and 1 from 
Australian National University. Three experts carefully 
reviewed all applications and 6 finalists were selected to 
present their work at the awards night and run for the ASM 
Nancy Millis and NSW-ACT branch travel awards. 

Talks given by the 6 finalists, Nancy Strange and Pappu K 
Mandel (UTS), Varsha Naidu and Belinda Fabian 
(Macquarie University), Anukriti Mathur (ANU) and Will 
Klare (USYD), really highlighted both the breadth and the 
incredible quality of microbiology research being 
undertaken in NSW and ACT institutions. Three judges, 
Professor Ruiting Lan (UNSW), Prof Dee Carter (USYD) 
and A/Prof Sally Partridge (The Westmead Institute for 
Medical Research), carefully examined and ranked the 
talks.  

The ASM Nancy Millis Student Travel Award 2019 went 
to Anukriti Mathur (from ANU), who talked about “A multi-
component toxin from Bacillus cereus activates the 
NLRP3 inflammasome”. Papu Mandal (from UTS) was 
also the winner of the ASM NSW-ACT branch student 
Travel Award who took us on a journey of “How 
membrane vesicles are generated an outcome of 
bacteriophage mediated bacterial lysis”. This year, all 
finalists also received a $250 cash prize. The awards 
night was attended by a large number of academics and 
HDR students from different Universities across NSW 
and ACT. 
 

 
Left to right: Anukriti Mathur (Nancy Millis Award winner) and Prof Dee Carter. 

 

 
Left to right: Papu Mandal (NSW-ACT branch student travel Award winner and 

Prof Ruiting Lan. 

 

Left to right: Natalie Strange (UTS), Will Klare (USYD) Belinda Fabian 
(Macquarie), A/ Prof Sally Partridge and Varsha Naidu (Macquarie). 

 
 

Left to right: Anukriti Mathur (ANU), Belinda Fabian, Varsha Naidu (Macquarie), 
Will Klare (USYD), Natalie Strange and Papu Mandal (UTS). 
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Bugs by the Beach 2  
By Ian Grainge  

The second annual “Bugs by the Beach” meeting was a 
great success. Held in Newcastle on November 15th and 
16th, 2018, the meeting brought together biochemists, 
synthetic biologists, geneticists and biophysicists from 
across NSW and the ACT who work on molecular aspects 
of fundamental microbiology problems. There were 96 
registered attendees and 22 speakers. We were lucky 
enough to have 2 international speakers: Heather 
Hendrickson from Massey University, Auckland started off 
the meeting with a plenary talk on the evolution of cell 
shape. Then, the second day began with Adrian Goldman 
from Leeds and Helsinki describing his work on developing 
drugs against protozoan parasites. The remaining 
speakers were all “local” talent and included a great range 
of talks, all on fascinating subjects, ranging from “sexual 
PCR” to improve GFP (and make it freely available!) to 
Chlamydia treatment strategies to Turing patterns in cells. 
Every single talk was excellent. 

 This meeting is designed to be both informal and low cost: 
with sponsorship from NSW/ACT ASM as well as the 
University of Newcastle PRC for Drug Development and 
the Australian Genome Research Facility enabled ASM 
members to register for free! There was ample time in the 
lunch and coffee breaks for mixing and for students, post-
docs and lab heads to chat and discuss the great science 
that was on display. The evening poster session was well 
attended, and posters were judged by a learned panel, 
with the two winners being Hiroki Suyama and Belinda 
Fabian. 

The feedback from the meeting was overwhelmingly 
positive and we hope that this meeting will now become a 
regular feature of the NSW microbiology calendar. The 3rd 
Annual Bugs by the Beach meeting will take place in 
Wollongong, provisionally in November, so keep a space 
in your diary. We hope to see you there. 
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NSW-ACT Branch Awards 
Early Career Microbiologist Award 
Award 
The Award is a contribution of up to $1000 (towards registration fees / airfares / accommodation) to assist the 
recipient to attend the Australian Society for Microbiology Annual National conference in the same year the Award 
is given.  

Eligibility 
The applicant must be working as a scientist in a microbiology laboratory (clinical, diagnostic, research or 
industry). The applicant should have been working in the field of microbiology for less than 5 years (FTE) when 
the Award application is submitted. Applicants must have been members of the Australian Society for Microbiology 
for at least 12 months before the Award application is submitted and a resident of NSW/ACT at time of application. 

Note: Postdoctoral researchers are not eligible to apply for this award. 

Criteria 
Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following: 

1. A cover letter supporting their eligibility for the Award, including their work achievements to date, a 
demonstrated pro-active contribution to the field of microbiology and outlining how attendance at the ASM 
conference will benefit their career. 

2. A brief curriculum vitae outlining the applicant’s qualifications, continuing education, employment history, 
publications and presentations. 

3. Two referee’s reports (to be submitted by the referees directly to the Branch committee, 
awards@asmnsw.com.au) supporting the applicant for the Award, summarising and confirming the 
applicant’s eligibility. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that their referees submit the reports to 
the ASM NSW-ACT Branch committee by the closing date. 

Conditions of the Award 
1. A maximum of one award will be given per year. No award may be given in the event that the NSW–ACT 

Branch committee determines there is no suitable applicant. 

2. Publication of the Awardee with photo in the Branch newsletter Syntrophy and at the Branch AGM. 

3. Payment will be provided upon presentation of tax invoices or receipts. 

Note: Current members of the NSW-ACT branch committee of ASM are not eligible to apply for the award and 
there is a career limit of one award per applicant. 

Closing Date  
COB 31st March 2019 (offered annually). 

Email applications to 
Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch: 
tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au  
(include “ASM NSW-ACT Early Career Microbiologist Award [surname]” in the subject line) 

  

mailto:tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au
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NSW-ACT Branch Awards 
Postdoctoral Award 
Award 

The award is a contribution of up to $1000 (towards registration fees/ airfares/accommodation) to assist the 
recipient to attend the Australian society for Microbiology annual national conference in the same year as the 
award is given.  

Eligibility 
Postdoctoral researchers in microbiology of no more than 5 years postdoctoral experience. Applicants must have 
been members of the Australian Society for Microbiology for at least 12 months before the Award application is 
submitted and must be a resident of NSW/ACT at time of application. 

Criteria 
Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following: 

1. A description of the applicant’s project and their major scientific contributions to date (e.g. peer reviewed 
publications, conference presentations, etc.) and outlining how attendance at the conference will benefit their 
career (maximum of 2 pages). 

2. A copy of the abstract that the applicant will submit for the conference. 

3. Two referee’s reports (to be submitted by the referees directly to the Branch committee, 
awards@asmnsw.com.au) supporting the applicant for the Award; one should be from the applicant’s 
supervisor. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that their referees submit the reports directly to 
the ASM NSW-ACT Branch committee by the closing date. 

Conditions of the Award 
1. A maximum of one award per year. No award will be given in the event that the NSW-ACT Branch committee 

determines there is no suitable applicant. 

2. Publication of the Awardee with photo in the Branch newsletter Syntrophy and at the Branch AGM. 

3. Payment will be provided upon presentation of tax invoices or receipts. 

Note: Current members of the NSW-ACT branch committee of ASM are not eligible to apply for the award and 
there is a career limit of one award per applicant. 

Closing Date 
COB 31st March (2019) (offered annually). 

Email applications to 
Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch: 
tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au 

(include “ASM NSW-ACT Postdoctoral Award [surname]” in the subject line) 
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