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Surry Hills NSW 2010

The AGM of the NSW/ACT branch of the
ASM is upon us. Another year has indeed
flown by! We hope you can all join us at
Harpoon Harry’s on Wednesday 15"
August. The AGM will be held from 6pm
—7pm and following this, our guest
speaker Dr Jeremy Barr will present his
work on bacteriophage/bacteria/gut
epithelium symbioses. Jeremy’s group at
the School of Biological Sciences,

events, preparing newsletters, writing
articles, judging competitions, organising
prizes, managing finances and attending
regular committee meetings, among
other things. A greatteam effort.

Followed by Canapés and speaker
7:00pm —

Members $15, Non-members $30
RSVP by EFT payment before
8/8/18

A reminder that it is not too late to
nominate for committee positions, and
we strongly encourage those with a keen
interest in microbiology and a little spare
time to consider doing just that. As a

Monash, is at the forefront of human/
bacteriophage interactions and we are
excited he is able to take the time to
come and talk to our members. We will
be serving prestige canapés on the
evening and guests will receive a drinks
voucher. You will find further details of

committee we feel really strongly about
trying to meet the needs of all our
members and would love committee
representation for all the various sub
disciplines in the sphere of microbiology.
During the past year we did not have
committee members who were working

BSB: 659-000 Account: 671774

Details page 2

the event in this edition, please Features
remember to RSVP by the 8t of August in the areas of industry, serology or
to Jim Manos for catering purposes. It cosmetic and pharmaceutical. Assuch 2 AGM Agenda Page #2
promises to be a great evening. we would be particularly delighted to = Nomination Form Page #3
receive nominations from

For those unable to attend, the ASM will microbiologists in these areas, but ©  SIGReports Page #4
has provided a link to stream Jeremy's everyone is welcome! Please contact the 2  Sponsors Page #4
talk so no matter where you are, you can branch if you have any questions = Events Page #6
listen in! Click here for the link. regarding this.

2 Awards Page #6
To all the committee members who have Thanks, and | look forward to catching up = AGM Minutes Page #7
volunteered and worked hard in the with you all at the AGM in just over a S Branch Contact Details Page #13

previous year to bring value to our
members, | thank you. Committee
members have been busy organising

weeks’ time.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2YgWh9b0MfowiethfwZKuw
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The Australian Society
“"Microbiology 9‘}3}2} THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH 58th
bringing Microbiologists together ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AGENDA
Date Wednesday, August 152018

Location HOTEL HARRY

40/44 Wentworth Ave, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Time 6:00-7pm.

1. Apologies

2. Minutes of the 57" ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting
3. Chairperson’s Report

4. Treasurer's Report

5. National Council Report

6. Reports from Special Interest Groups

7. Branch Award Winners 2017-2018

8. Election of Office Bearers for 2018-2019

POST AGM SPEAKER

Jeremy Barr

Hotel Harry [ Harpoon Harry
(40-44 Wentworth Ave, Surry Hills NSW 2010)

Speaker from 7pm, Canapés to follow
Cost: The AGM is free of charge
Post-AGM Prestige Canapés: $15 members, $30 non-members
(includes drink voucher)

RSVP August 8, 2018 Bank: G&C Mutual Bank
jim.manos@sydney.edu.au BSB: 659 0ooo
Preferred payment option is EFT Account number: 671774
Account name: Aust. Soc. for Microbiol.
NSW Branch

Payments will also be accepted on the night of the AGM but RSVP is essential

The Barr Research Group studies bacteriophage —
viruses that infect bacteria — and specifically
investigates symbioses between bacteriophage, their
bacterial hosts and eukaryotic cells and surfaces.
Bacteriophage (or phage for short) are the

most abundant and diverse microbe found in the
body. Phages control and manipulate bacterial
populations, prevent infection and disease and have
important roles in regulating the microbiome and
body that have not yet been fully elucidated.
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“"Microbiology

The Australian Society
ﬂS}) THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH COMMITTEE
bringing Microbiologists together NOMINATION FORM

It's that time of the year again when we begin to prepare for the ASM NSW-ACT Branch Annual General
Meeting. Nominations are required for the Chairperson Elect, the Treasurer (applicant must have previously
served 12 months on the Committee for these executive positions) and Committee members.

If you feel there is more you want to do for microbiology in NSW, now is a good time to fill in the Nomination
form and become part of an energetic and motivated Committee.

Don't hesitate - actions speak louder than words!

Please send all nominations to the Branch Secretary Tim Newsome:
EMAIL: tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

Please note that all nominations must be in writing.
Nominations WILL NOT be taken from the floor on the night of the meeting.
Only ASM members may nominate and be nominated.

We, the undersigned, wish to nominate:

[T LV 22

For the position of (please tick)
[1 Chairperson-Elect (1-year term & Chair 2-year term & Chair Past 1-year term)
L1 Treasurer (2-year term)
[ Committee member (1-year term)

Proposer:

Print Name.........oooiii s
Signature. ...
Seconder:

Print Name. ...
Signature.. ...

| accept this nomination:
Print Name. ...
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Special Interest Group Reports

capsig

Cosmetics and Pharmaceutical
SIG

Secretary — Hilary Fong
NSW Office Bearers:

Vijay Randev (State Chairman), Hilary Fong
(Secretary), Melissa Bourke (Treasurer),
Mark Harvie (Sponsorship Secretary), Alan
Heritage  (National  Convenor), Des
Hadjimichael, Anna Maria Musico, Heather
Manning, Jennifer Wan and Georgina Hart.
No change from 2017

Members: Members of ASM registered on
CAPSIG mailing list, plus a number of state
specific non-ASM members.

Activities: The CAPSIG web-site is still
maintained and updated after each seminar
— please refer to: www.capsig.com.au.
NSW Branch Activities:

Since the last annual report, three seminars
have been organized as per schedule:

August 2017:

This was the first ever joint half-day seminar
in conjunction with the RACI PSG (NSW) —
the equivalence of CAPSIG (NSW) under the
Royal Australian Chemical Institute. It was a
huge success with over 200 registered,
including members of the RACL Six
speakers, including one from the auditing
team of the Therapeutic Goods
Administration, presented in various
aspects of cleaning validation and
contamination control. This topic, which
impacts on product integrity and
compliance microbiologically, is very close
to the hearts of those involving in the
cosmetic and pharmaceutical industries.
Christmas Seminar 2017:
Richard MASM,
Manager of Douglass Hanly Moir, spoke of
his contribution to the ‘The Catalyst
Program’, which was involved in helping
some third world countries to set up proper
microbiology  services and facilitate
improvement in contamination control in
hospitals.

Jones Microbiology

As the new legislation governing all
therapeutic goods manufacturing

operations was coming into effect from first
of January 2018, a senior auditor from the
TGA, Matt Davis, also presented on the
night: outlining the implications of these
new guidelines and how they will affect our
regulated manufacturing environment.

April 2018 Seminar:

Three speakers were invited for this seminar
covering the microbiological issues in
formulations  and  preservation  of
therapeutic and cosmetic products, the
regulatory requirements and testing (for

compliance).
Next 12 months:

September 2018: This forthcoming coming
seminar will be a joint effort with the TGA to
provide  further  update on  the
implementation of the revised PIC/S guide
to GMP of medicinal products. This is
essential for all pharmaceutical facilities, as
the deadline for completion being set on the
31%t December 2018 is fast approaching.
Beyond this date, the new amendments will
be legally enforced.

Christmas Seminar 2018: A/Prof Cynthia
Whitchurch of UTS, will be the guest
speaker at our annual Christmas seminar
(title is to be advised).

Sponsorships:

11 ‘free passes’ to tertiary institutions in
NSW for undergraduates and postgraduates
in Microbiology to attend our mid-year
seminars were taken up for our April
seminar this year (10 from WSU and 1 from
UNSW).

CAPSIG (NSW) will endeavour to promote
this initiative of CAPSIG NSW more
extensively, in memory of the late Dr Paul
Priscott, former CAPSIG National Convenor.

Financial reports:

This is now included in the periodic audit
process under ASM National office.

Clinical Serology & Molecular
SIG
No report

Clinical SIG
No report

Mycology SIG

Not active

Biofilms SIG

Not active

Branch
Sponsors 2018

SILVER SPONSORS

ThermoFisher
SCIENTIFIC

www.thermofisher.com.au

abacus dx

www.abacusdx.com

www.alere.com


http://www.capsig.com.au/
http://www.thermofisher.com.au/
http://www.abacusdx.com/
http://www.abacusdx.com/
http://www.abacusdx.com/
http://www.alere.com/
http://www.alere.com/
http://www.thermofisher.com.au/
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NSW-ACT BRANCH COMMITTEE Dee Carter

Chair The University of Sydney
Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital Wilhelmina (Willa) Huston

Secretary The University of Technology
Tim Newsome Sydney
The University of Sydney

Chair Past Bobby Dimitrijovski (resigned)
Slade Jensen Royal Prince Alfred Hospital
Western Sydney University

Treasurer Monica Stelmach (resigned)
Jim Manos Concord Hospital
The University of Sydney

Committee

Thiru Vanniasinkam

Charles Sturt University FINANCIAL REPORT

The 2018 Treasurer’s Report will be

_ _ circulated at the Annual General Meeting on
The University of Sydney August 15

Nicholas Coleman

Maurizio Labbate
The University of Technology
Sydney

Christopher Harmer
The University of Sydney

Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University

Andrew Robinson
University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Jai Tree
University of New South
Wales

Karen Vickery
Macquarie University

Reena Ghildyal
University of Canberra
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Events

2017

e Augi6, CAPSIG (NSW) joint seminar with RACI-PSG NSW, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL.
e Sep1g, ASM VSP Speaker Mathieu Pernice, University of Sydney.

e Nov 21, One Day ASM NSW-ACT Clinical Meeting, NSW Health Pathology, Chatswood.

e Nov 30, ASM NSW-ACT Christmas Party, Wayward Brewery, Camperdown.

e Dec 13, CAPSIG (NSW) Christmas Seminar, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL

e Feb 1, Sydney Micro 2018, University of Sydney.

e Mar 13, ASM Student Travel Awards Night, University of Sydney.

e Mar s, ASM President Prof Roy Robins-Browne, University of Sydney.

e Aprai1, CAPSIG (NSW) Technical Seminar, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL.

e Aug 15, ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting, Dr Jeremy Barr, Hotel Harry.

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Awards

We would like to congratulate the following 2017/18 award winners:
ASM Branch Microbiology student prize ($300)

e Leigh Morrell, UNSW, 6 April 2017

e Owen Watson, Macquarie University, 8 June 2017
e Stephanie Dunning, UNE, 14 June 2017

e Hannah Roth, CSU, 14 December 2017

e Sam El-Kamand, WSU, 23 February 2018

ASM Postdoctoral Award ($1000.00)
e Nural Cocetkin, 29 May 2017

Branch ASM Travel Award Reimburse registration/flights/accommodation
e Lawrence Luu, 7July 2017

The Molecular Biology Conference organised by Ruth Hall and Chris Harmer also gave out 2 student prizes at $250.00
each on May 5th, 2017.
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bringing Microbiologists together

ASM NSW-ACT Branch
57% Annual General Meeting, 2017
Minutes

Date: Tuesday 22" August 2017

Venue: Hotel Harry, 40/44 Wentworth Ave Surry Hills.
Attendance: 19

Meeting opened: 1815

Meeting closed: 1915

Chairperson: Slade Jensen

Minute taker: Tim Newsome

Attendees

Tim Newsome, Tom Jeffries, Alan Heritage, David Carr, Dee Carter, Anjali Gowripalan, Melanie Duncan,
Liam Howell, Jai Tree, Andrew Robinson, Willa Huston, Chris Harmer, Nick Coleman, lain Gosbell, Bobby
Dmitrijovski, Jim Manos, Mitchell Brown, Elissa Liew, Slade Jensen.

Apologies
Kaitlin Tagg, Thiru Vanniasinkam, Maurizio Labbate, William Klare, Martina Sanderson-Smith, Ruth Hall,
Reena Ghildyal.

Minutes of the 56" AGM, 2016
Previous minutes proposed by Chris Harmer.
Seconded by Mitchell Brown.

Chairperson'’s report (Slade Jensen)

Sponsorship

Slade acknowledged generous support from sponsors: Sysmex (Gold); Biomerieux, BD, and
ThermoFisher (Silver); and Abacus, Alere, AusDiagnostics, and Genetic Signatures (Bronze). Slade
expressed gratitude to Bobby Dmitrijovski for attracting substantial support from Sponsors over the
past year.

2016-2017 NSW-ACT Branch committee

Departing committee members: Ruth Hall, Kaitlin Tagg, Belinda Chapman, William Klare. Slade
expressed gratitude to departing committee members on behalf of the committee for their
contribution to branch activities. Particularly to long standing and very active member, Ruth Hall.

Slade expressed thanks to Jim Manos for behind the scenes work as Treasurer, thanks to Secretary,
thanks to Mitchell Brown (gifts, VSP coord), Nick Coleman for Focus articles long term effort,
meetings and events, Chris Harmer for One Day meeting and loads of stuff, Tom Jeffries for
events/JAMS, Maurice Labbate for website, Thiru Vanniasinkam for awards, Bobby Dmitrijovski for
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.|
awards, Reena Ghildyal from Canberra, Andrew Robinson and Martina Sanderson-Smith from
Wollongong and new meeting, Monica Stelmach for Biofilm SIG and clinical meeting, Jai Tree for
Focus articles, and the rest.

Chairperson
Slade Jensen
Western Sydney University

Secretary
Tim Newsome
University of Sydney

Chair-elect
Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital

Treasurer
Jim Manos, University of Sydney

Committee members
Ruth Hall
University of Sydney

Thiru Vanniasinkum
Charles Sturt University

Nick Coleman
University of Sydney

Maurizio Labbate
University of Technology Sydney

Chris Harmer
University of Sydney

Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University

Kaitlin Tagg
Westmead Hospital

Andrew Robinson
University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Monica Stelmach
Concord Hospital

Jai Tree
University of New South Wales

Karen Vickery
Macquarie University

Belinda Chapman
Quantal Bioscience

William Klare
University of Sydney
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Bobby Dimitrijovski
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital

Reena Ghildyal
University of Canberra

Events (2016-2017)

e Sep 13, Clinical SIG, Westmead Hospital.

e Oct 12, Goldsworthy Lecture with Justin Seymour, Forum Restaurant, Darlington Centre.

e Dec7, NSW-ACT branch Christmas event, Wayward Brewery Camperdown.

e Dec 8, Biofilm SIG, The University of Sydney.

e Dec 14, CAPSIG: Enemy at the Gate — The Rise and Rise of Laboratory Fraud, Canterbury
Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

e Jan 31, The busy bacterial mobilome with Prof. Mick Chandler, The Westmead Institute.

e Feb 3, Sydney Micro Meeting, The University of Sydney.

e Feb 28, February meeting with Prof. Stefan Schwarz, The University of Sydney.

e Mar 24, ASM-BD Student Award Presentation Evening, The University of Sydney.

e Mar 29, CAPSIG: Bio Safety, Ethics and Integrity in Pharmaceutical Manufacturing,
Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

e May 11-12, Bugs By the Beach, Wollongong.

e Jun 26, Michael Chao VSP, The University of Sydney

e Jul 10, Christian Voolstra VSP, The University of Technology Sydney.

e Aug 22, AGM with Cameron Webb, Hotel Harry Surry Hills.

Syntrophy newsletter
Slade expressed gratitude to Syntrophy editor Susan Badman. Syntrophy is your place to find ASM
updates, meeting announcements, articles and job advertisements (free).

Meeting support

The branch continues to facilitate the bringing together of microbiologists. We offer support in
promoting events through our monthly newsletter Syntrophy, equipment to support meetings and
events, and financial support. Requests for support should be directed to the branch secretary.

Treasurer’s Report (Jim Manos)
Printed copies of the Branch financial report to 31 March 2017 were circulated at the meeting and are
included in Syntrophy AGM Special Issue.

Alan Heritage noted that CAPSIG offers 5 places to attend meetings and suggested these could be promoted
more explicitly in Syntrophy.

Slade noted that branch savings allows us to increase expenditure.

National Council meetings
Slade summarised points of interest from the National Council minutes.

NSAC travel grants, sponsorship to be removed in place of travel grants.

A/Prof. Dena Lyras (Monash) is President-Elect

Membership upgrade drive...more MASM and FASM

Sponsorship to be nationalised, Slade expressed concern on relations that have been built at the
State level.

Constitution changes to make it easier for FASM/MASM pathway.

Webinar subscription (GoToWebinar Service)
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Branch award winners 2015-2016
e Joe Levey Country Travel Award: no applicants.
e NSW-ACT Branch Undergraduate Student Prize: no applicants.
e NSW-ACT Branch Members Review Award: no applicants.
e Clinical Microbiology Laboratory Book Award: no applicants.
e ASM-Becton Dickinson Student Award NSW-ACT: Riti Mann, The University of Technology Sydney.
e NSW-ACT Branch Prize: Laurence Luu, The University of New South Wales.
e Joe Levey Graduate Award: no applicants.
e NSW-ACT Branch Members Service Award: no applicants.
e Honours Student Prize: no applicants.
e NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award: Nural Cokcetin, The University of Technology Sydney.
e C(linical Scientist Continuing Education Award: no applicants.
e Joe Levey Country Travel Award: no applicants.
e Clinical Scientist Recognition Award: no applicants.
e NSW-ACT Branch Mycology Award: no applicants.
e ASM NSW-ACT Student prizes: Stephanie Dunning (UNE), Owen Watson (WSU), Carolyn Samer
(USYD), Peta Hathway (Macq), Leigh Morrell (UNSW), Ngoc Minh Hien Phan (CSU).

Reports from Special Interest Groups
Reports as per AGM Syntrophy issue.

Election of Office Bearers for 2017-2018
Chair-elect to assume role of Chairperson. New Chairperson, Mitchell Brown.

Chairperson to assume role of Chair-past. New Chair-past, Slade Jensen.
Current Treasurer to continue, Jim Manos.

Current Secretary is finishing term. Call for nominations for Secretary, single nomination from current
Secretary, Tim Newsome. Tim Newsome to commence new 2-year term.

Chairperson
Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital

Chair-past
Slade Jensen
Western Sydney University

Treasurer
Jim Manos
University of Sydney

Secretary
Nominations for Secretary:
Tim Newsome

Current members re-nominated
Thiru Vanniasinkum
Charles Sturt University

Nick Coleman
University of Sydney
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Maurizio Labbate
University of Technology Sydney

Chris Harmer
University of Sydney

Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University

Andrew Robinson
University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Monica Stelmach
Concord Hospital

Jai Tree
University of New South Wales

Karen Vickery
Macquarie University

Bobby Dimitrijovski
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital

Reena Ghildyal
University of Canberra

New members nominated
Dee Carter
University of Sydney

Wilhelmina (Willa) Huston
University of Technology Sydney

Other business
No items of other business were presented.

Slade closed the meeting at 1915.
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The Australian Society for Microbiology
NSW-ACT Branch
ABN 24 065 463 274
Treasurer's Report for the year ended
31 March 2017

Reconciled total cash balance as at 1 April 2017 $112,966 2016 $104,220
Receipts Payments Receipts Payments
$ $ $ $
Interest 2,021 2,322
Sponsorship 11,100 =
Capitation (NSW and ACT combined) 9,721 12,607
PCR Clinical Microbialogy compendium royalties 232 256
Molecular conference funds 2470 =
Clin-Sernlogy SIG funds - Held in trust 1,344 =
SIG meeting costs 760 2,143
Meeting & speaker support/sponsorship 2118 3,672
Prizes and Awards 3428 1,705
Events:
Christmas party 950 2,000 820 1,845
Feb Meetings (2016 & 2017) 13186 2
AGM 1,583 4236 925 2415
BD Student Award Night 372 554
Goldsworthy Oration (altemate years) 163 3,180 2
One-Day meeting January 2017 780 886
Administrative/editorial assistance 1,760 1,880
Branch Committee mealsfbeverages 1227 1,687
AV, augio and cahling - 759
Conference calls, postage, ISP 343 98
Website and secretanal services 39 800
Bank fees 12 12
Miscellaneous 60 - 661 -
Totals 30,424 21,678 22518 18,093
Excess of payments over receipts YE 31.3.2017: 8,746 4,425
2017 2016
Reconciled total cash balances as at 31 March $112.966 $104,.220
Assets
Reconciled account balances as at 31 March:
Westpac cheque account 032-056 13-2627 $ 590 $472
Westpac cheque account 032-249 363-233 $2470 &
G&C bank 126 Tenn deposit ($60,000@2 4% at 31-3-2017) $ 60,000 $ 60,000
G&C Bank122.1 Term deposit ($25,000@2.5% at 31-3-2017) $ 25,000 $ 25,000
G&C Bank 51 Access account (counter and internet transactions) $607 $186
G&C Bank 511 iNet account (internet transactions anly) $323 $450
G&C Bark 513 Bonus saver account (base& conditional bonus interest) $22,632 $18,112
Funds held in rust — ClinSeralSIG in G&C 1 Account $1344 -
Total: bank accounts at31 March Total $112,966 Total $104,220
Computer, camera, electronic equipment — estimated realisable value $ 700 4900
Liabilities Nil Nil
Expected future commitments (2017-18)
o Administrative assistance $2000
L Wehsite development and management $1000
e Support for SIGs, speakers and major events $15000
. Prizes and Awards $5000
. Conference calls & refresh. — Branch Comm . Meetings  $2000
. Software, AV $1000
«  Other $2000
Total $28,000 Dr Jim SRR
Manos St oo

Jim Manos BSc(Hons 1) PhD MASM
ASM NSW Branch Treasurer
22 August 2017
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ASM CONTACT DETAILS

ASM NSW-ACT State Branch
E. branch@asmnsw.com.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair

Mitchell Brown

T.+612 98456255

E. mitchell.brown@swahs.health.nsw.gov.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary
Tim Newsome

T.+612 93512907

E. tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer
Jim Manos

T.+612 93518942

E. jim.manos@sydney.edu.au

ASM National Office
PO Box 375

South Melbourne VIC 3205
AUSTRALIA

T.1300 656 423
F.1300 655 841
E. admin@theasm.com.au

Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM Members located in NSW-ACT using details included on the
National ASM ASM National Office database. Not yet a member? Join today: www.theasm.org.au/membership

www.theasm.org.au

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Syntrophy Coordinator, Susan Badman at
syntrophy@asmnsw.com.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch
WWW.asmnsw.com.au Organisations with research opportunities or companies seeking to fill positions are welcome to place

an advertisement in an upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Syntrophy Coordinator with
your details for inclusion.

Organisations interested in becoming a sponsor of ASM NSW-ACT Branch should contact the
Sponsorship Coordinator, Bobby Dimitrijovski to obtain a copy of the current sponsorship prospectus:
sponsorship@asmnsw.com.au.
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