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Welcome to the 2017 AGM issue of
Syntrophy!

On Tuesday 22" August, the s57th
Annual General Meeting for the ASM
NSW-ACT Branch will be held at
Harpoon Harry's (Hotel Harry), 40/44
Wentworth Ave, Surry Hills NSW 2010.
Attendance to the AGM is free-of-
charge but please also join us (post
AGM) for canapés and to listen to our
invited speaker Cameron Webb
(University of Sydney), see page # for
more details.

As my two-year term as chair is now at

would also like to welcome our
incoming chair Mitchell Brown, who
already makes such a big contribution
to our society via running the national
visiting speaker program.

One of the committee's main roles is to
facilitate, organize and/or support
events that serve the needs of our
members. In this regard, | would like to
thank Ruth Hall and Chris Harmer for
their continuing efforts in organising
and running the Sydney Micro Meeting,
and Martina Sanderson-Smith and
Andrew Robinson for starting up the
Bugs by the Beach Meeting in 2017.

57™" Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 22" August 2017

6:00 —7:00pm
Hotel Harr

40/414, Wentworth Avenue

Surry Hills NSW 2010

Followed by Canapés and speaker

7:00pm —

Members $25, Non-members $45
RSVP by EFT payment before

14/8/17

BSB: 659-000 Account: 671774

Details page 2

an end, | would like to take this State SIG convenors also play a key role Features

opportunity to extend a big thank you in organizing events that are

to the 2016-2017 committee for their appropriate and relevant to their > AGM Agenda Page #2
tireless dedication over the last year. It interest groups. Such events are always 2 Nomination Form Page #3
has been _fantastic to see our state WeI.I attended and we thank them for D SIGReports Page #4-5
membership so broadly represented (20 their hard work. We also extend a

committee members in total from heartfelt thanks to our corporate (and > Sponsors Page #4
universities, diagnostic laboratories and loyal) sponsors, whose support allows S Events Page #7
industry), which is a trend that | hope us to do the things we do. 2 Awards Page #7
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Manos for his tireless efforts as | look forward to seeing many of you at

treasurer and Tim Newsome for Harpoon Harry’s for the AGM! BranchBy-laws Page #14
everything else.... they both made < Branch Contact Details Page #18

being chair very easy and enjoyable! |
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The Australian Society ﬂs
“"Microbiolo D
bringing Microbiologigst¥ogether THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH 57th
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AGENDA

Date Tuesday, August 22, 2017
Location HOTEL HARRY

40/44 Wentworth Ave, Surry Hills NSW 2010
Time 6:00-7pm.

Apologies

Minutes of the 56™ ASM NSW-ACT Annual General Meeting
Chairperson’s Report

Treasurer’s Report

National Council Report

Reports from Special Interest Groups

Branch Award Winners 2016-2017

Election of Office Bearers for 2017-2018

©® Nk WNE

POST AGM SPEAKER
Cameron Webb
Hotel / Harpoon Harry’s
(40-44 Wentworth Ave, Surry Hills NSW 2010)

Speaker from 7pm, Canapés to follow
Cost: The AGM is free of charge
Post-AGM Prestige Canapés: $25 members, $45 non-members
(includes one drink)

RSVP August 14, 2017 Bank: G&C Mutual Bank
jim.manos@sydney.edu.au BSB: 659 000
Preferred payment option is EFT ~ Account number: 671774
Account name: Aust. Soc. for Microbiol.
NSW Branch

Payments will also be accepted on the night of the AGM but RSVP is essential
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“"Microbiology NOMINATION FORM

bringing Microbiologists together

The Australian Society ﬁb THE ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH COMMITTEE

It's that time of the year again when we begin to prepare for the ASM NSW-ACT Branch Annual General Meeting.
Nominations are required for the Secretary (applicant must have previously served 12 months on the Committee
for this position) and Committee members.

If you feel there is more you can do, now is a good time to fill in the Nomination form and become part of an
energetic and motivated Committee.

Don't hesitate - actions speak louder than words!

Please send all nominations to the Branch Secretary Tim Newsome:
EMAIL : tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

Please note that all nominations must be in writing.
Nominations WILL NOT be taken from the floor on the night of the meeting.
Only ASM members may nominate and be nominated.

We, the undersigned, wish to nominate:

Print Name......ciiiivinninininininississns s sssssssesssans
For the position of (please tick)

[] secretary (2-year term)
L] committee member (1-year term)

Proposer:

Print Name.....occoveve e
SIgNAtUIe....cvvi it
Seconder:

Print Name....cocooveee e
SIgNAtUIe....ovvi it

I accept this nomination:

Print Name....uevveeveveeceieeee e
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Special Interest Group Reports

~Capsig )

Cosmetics and Pharmaceutical
SIG

Secretary — Hilary Fong
NSW Office Bearers:

Vijay Randev (State Chairman), Hilary Fong
(Secretary), Melissa Bourke (Treasurer),
Mark Harvie (Sponsorship Secretary), Alan
Heritage  (National  Convenor), Des
Hadjimichael, Anna Maria Musico, Heather
Manning, Jennifer Wan and Georgina Hart.
No change from 2016

Members: Members of ASM registered on
CAPSIG mailing list, plus a number of state
specific non-ASM members.

Activities: The CAPSIG web-site is still
maintained and updated after each seminar
— please refer to: www.capsig.com.au.

NSW Branch Activities:

Since the last annual report, three seminars
have been organized as per schedule:

July 2016: Probiotics.

Wendy Free, Consultant from Quality
Matters Safety Matters P/L, presented on
the regulatory aspects of probiotic
manufacturing. Anders Henriksson of
DuPont Nutrition & Health spoke on quality
assurance and clinical benefits of probiotics.

Christmas Seminar 2017: David Buckley
MASM consultant and ex-Senior Auditor
from the TGA shared with CAPSIG NSW his
reflection on almost four decades of
auditing experience both locally in Australia
and overseas (in developing countries) on
behalf of WHO. He had firsthand experience
in the progress in pharmaceutical industries
in Asia and Africa.

March 2017: Kate Noble HSE Coordinator
and FASS of UNSW presented on her role
and work in the implementation and
monitoring of Bio-safety in research
laboratories within UNSW and other off-site
campuses. Drs Paul Taylor and Daniel Barr
of RMIT / Deakin jointly presented their
research on Integrity, Ethics and Bio-safety
Research and how these principles can be
embedded into microbiological practice
through teaching.

Next 12 months:

August 2017: This forthcoming coming
seminar will be a milestone for CAPSIG NSW
when we join with the RACI Pharmaceutical
Sciences Group (NSW) to present a half-day
seminar specifically focusing on Cleaning
Validation in pharmaceutical manufacturing
facilities. Six speakers from pharma
companies, testing laboratories, consulting
agencies and the TGA have been invited. A
big turn-out is anticipated.

Christmas Seminar 2017: Richard Jones,
Manager of Microbiology of Douglass Hanly
Moir Pathology and General Manager of the
Food and Water Testing division of Sonic
Healthcare has accepted our invitation to be
the guest speaker at our annual Christmas
seminar.

Sponsorships: As a tribute to the late Dr
Paul Priscott, (former CAPSIG National
Convenor) CAPSIG has offered up to 10 ‘free
passes’ to tertiary institutions in NSW for
undergraduates and postgraduates in
Microbiology to attend our mid-year
seminars  (excluding our  Christmas
Seminars) thereby enabling them to initiate
networking early and meet fellow
professional microbiologists who are
already working in pharmaceutical-related
industries. The awards have previously been
taken up by students from Western Sydney
University. The invitation remains open to
Microbiology students via the CAPSIG
website.

Financial reports:

This is now included in the periodic audit
process under ASM National office.

Clinical Serology & Molecular
SIG
No report

Clinical SIG
No report

Mycology SIG

Not active

Parasitology SIG

Not active

Branch
Sponsors 2017

GOLD SPONSORS

o%
“sysmex

Wwww.sysmex.com.au

SILVER SPONSORS

BIDMEIRIEUX

B
PIONEERING DIAGNOSTICS

www.biomerieux.com.au

& BD

www.bd.com

ThermoFisher
SCIENTIFIC

www.thermofisher.com.au

BRONZE SPONSORS

(CJABACUS ALS.

www.abacus-als.com

www.alere.com

AusDiagnostics

www.ausdiagnostics.com
<>Genetic Signatures

http://geneticsignatures.com/
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Jai Tree

University of New South
Chair Wales
Slade Jensen
Western Sydney University Karen Vickery
Secretary Macquarie University
Tim Newsome
The University of Sydney Belinda Chapman
Chair-elect Quantal Bioscience
Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital William Klare
Treasurer University of Sydney
Jim Manos
The University of Sydney Bobby Dimitrijovski
Committee Royal Prince Alfred Hospital
Ruth Hall
The University of Sydney Reena Ghildyal

University of Canberra
Thiru Vanniasinkam

Charles Sturt University

Nicholas Coleman
The University of Sydney

FINANCIAL REPORT

The 2017 Treasurer’s Report will be
circulated at the Annual General Meeting on
August 22.

Maurizio Labatte
The University of Technology
Sydney

Christopher Harmer
The University of Sydney

Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University

Kaitlin Tagg
Westmead Hospital

Andrew Robinson
University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith
University of Wollongong

Monica Stelmach
Concord Hospital
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch Events

2016

e Sep 13, Clinical SIG, Westmead Hospital.

e Oct 12, Goldsworthy Lecture with Justin Seymour, Forum Restaurant, Darlington Centre.

e Dec7, NSW-ACT branch Christmas event, Wayward Brewery Camperdown.

e Dec 8, Biofilm SIG, The University of Sydney.

e Dec 14, CAPSIG: Enemy at the Gate — The Rise and Rise of Laboratory Fraud, Canterbury Hurlstone Park
RSL, Hurlstone Park.

e Jan 31, The busy bacterial mobilome with Prof. Mick Chandler, The Westmead Institute.

e Feb 3, Sydney Micro Meeting, The University of Sydney.

e Feb 28, February meeting with Prof. Stefan Schwarz, The University of Sydney.

e Mar 24, ASM-BD Student Award Presentation Evening, The University of Sydney.

e Mar 29, CAPSIG: Bio Safety, Ethics and Integrity in Pharmaceutical Manufacturing, Canterbury Hurlstone
Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

e May11-12, Bugs by the Beach, Wollongong.

e Jun 26, Michael Chao VSP, The University of Sydney

e Jul1o, Christian Voolstra VSP, The University of Technology Sydney.

e Aug 22, AGM with Cameron Webb, Hotel Harry Surry Hills.

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Awards

We would like to congratulate the following 2016/17 award winners:

e Joe Levey Country Travel Award: no applicants.

e NSW-ACT Branch Undergraduate Student Prize: no applicants.

e NSW-ACT Branch Members Review Award: no applicants.

e Clinical Microbiology Laboratory Book Award: no applicants.

e ASM-Becton Dickinson Student Award NSW-ACT: Riti Mann, The University of Technology Sydney.

e NSW-ACT Branch Prize: Laurence Luu, The University of New South Wales.

e Joe Levey Graduate Award: no applicants.

e NSW-ACT Branch Members Service Award: no applicants.

e Honours Student Prize: no applicants.

e NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award: Nural Cokcetin, The University of Technology Sydney.

e Clinical Scientist Continuing Education Award: no applicants.

e Joe Levey Country Travel Award: no applicants.

e Clinical Scientist Recognition Award: no applicants.

e NSW-ACT Branch Mycology Award: no applicants.

e ASM NSW-ACT Student prizes: Stephanie Dunning (UNE), Owen Watson (WSU), Carolyn Samer (USYD),
Peta Hathway (Macq), Leigh Morrell (UNSW), Ngoc Minh Hien Phan (CSU).
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ASM NSW-ACT Branch
56" Annual General Meeting, 2016
Minutes

Date: Wednesday 24t August 2016

Venue: Hotel Harry, 40/44 Wentworth Ave Surry Hills.
Attendance: 36

Meeting opened: 6:20pm

Meeting closed: 7:20pm

Chairperson: Slade Jensen

Minute taker: Tim Newsome

Attendees

Caitlin Abbott, Helen Andersen, Mitchell Brown, Edwina Buckle, David Carr, Dee Carter, Belinda Chapman, Nick Coleman, Tony Della-Porta,
Bobby Dimitrijovski, Stephen Dixon, Melanie Duncan, Andrew Gia, Ruth Hall, Voula Henry, Slade Jensen, Will Klare, Cecilia Li, Elissa Liew, Jim
Manos, Bishara Maroon, Jonathan Natori, Tim Newsome, Khans Nguyen, Deb Rich, Andrew Robinson, Daniel Seed, Kaitlin Tagg, Karen Vickery,
Loping Wang, Sherri Webb, Monica Stelmach, Charlotte Webster, Martina Sanderson-Smith, Richard Jones, John Malud.

Apologies
Maurizio Labatte, Thomas Jeffries, Kay Ruthven, Chris Harmer, Josie Lategan.

Minutes of the 55th AGM, 2016
Previous minutes accepted by David Carr and Slade Jensen.

Chairperson’s report (Slade Jensen)
Slade expressed gratitude to exiting branch committee members Josie Lategan and Kay Ruthven. Slade expressed gratitude to all branch
committee members.

2015-2016 NSW-ACT Branch committee
Branch Chair

Slade Jensen

Western Sydney University

Branch Secretary
Tim Newsome
University of Sydney

Branch Treasurer
Jim Manos
University of Sydney

Committee members
Ruth Hall
University of Sydney

Mitchell Brown
Westmead Hospital

Thiru Vanniasinkam
Charles Sturt University

Nick Coleman
University of Sydney

Maurizio Labatte
University of Technology Sydney

Chris Harmer
University of Sydney

Thomas Jeffries
Western Sydney University
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Kaitlin Tagg
Westmead Hospital

Josie Lategan
Macquarie University

Kay Ruthven
Royal North Shore Hospital

Sponsorship
Slade acknowledged generous support from sponsors: Biomerieux, BD, and ThermoFisher (Silver); and Abacus (Bronze).

Events (2015-2016)

e 8 Aug, Clinical Serology & Molecular SIG Meeting, Douglass Hanly Moir, North Ryde.
16 Aug, Zoo and You, Science Week, The Kings School, North Parramatta.

2 Dec, ASM NSW-ACT Branch Christmas Party, Flying Fajita Sisters, Glebe.

10 Dec, CAPSIG Christmas Seminar, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.
29 Jan, Sydney Micro Meeting, The University of Sydney.

29 Feb, February Meeting — Prof. Alex van Belkum, Westmead Hospital.

22 Mar, BD Student Award Presentation Evening, The University of Sydney.

CAPSIG Meeting — Infection Control, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.
Zika: The Last Arbovirus, Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga.

Careers Night, The University of Sydney.

Clinical Serology & Molecular SIG Meeting, Douglass Hanly Moir, North Ryde.

e June Special Seminars, The Westmead Institute, Westmead.

e CAPSIG Meeting, Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL, Hurlstone Park.

e ASM NSW-ACT Branch AGM —Richard Jones, Hotel Harry, Surry Hills.

Syntrophy newsletter
Slade expressed gratitude to Syntrophy editor Susan Badman. Syntrophy is your place to find ASM updates, meeting announcements,
articles and job advertisements (free).

Meeting support

The branch continues to facilitate the bringing together of microbiologists. We offer support in promoting events through our monthly
newsletter Syntrophy, equipment to support meetings and events, and financial support. Requests for support should be directed to the
branch secretary.

Treasurer’s Report (Jim Manos)
Printed copies of the Branch financial report to 31 March 2016 were circulated at the meeting and will be included in Syntrophy.

Financial reports are now audited by National Office, so are not audited separately a second time by the Branch.
NSW-ACT branch holds the largest cash reserves- $104k, significantly ahead of VIC- $60k. Interest declined but still $2.3k.
Report for NSW branch ended 31 March 2016, final $104, 204. Capitation increased from $10k, to $12k. Canberra meeting ASM2015 gave $5k.

Sponsorship, not in report but has arrived. We have successfully continued support for SIGs, prizes, and meetings. We want to do more. Regional
support available, just ask.

National Council meetings
Palombo review (Enzo Palombo) with a discussion of the role of SIGs and Division chairs.

Prof Julian Rood, new NEQB chair.
Membership fees increase, request for more MASMs and FASMs.
Electronic voting approved.

Webinar subscription, service regional members more effectively, for example for BD Awards night.
Branch award winners 2015-2016

e Joe Levey Country Travel Award: no applicants.

e NSW-ACT Branch Undergraduate Student Prize: Andrew Gia, The University of Sydney.
NSW-ACT Branch Members Review Award: no applicants.
Clinical Microbiology Laboratory Book Award: no applicants.
ASM-Becton Dickinson Student Award NSW-ACT: Caitlin Abbott, The University of Sydney.
e NSW-ACT Branch Prize: Shirin Ansari, The University of Technology Sydney.
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Joe Levey Graduate Award: no applicants.

NSW-ACT Branch Members Service Award: no applicants.
Honours Student Prize: Andrew Gia, The University of Sydney.
NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award: no applicants.

Clinical Scientist Continuing Education Award: no applicants.
Joe Levey Country Travel Award: no applicants.

Clinical Scientist Recognition Award: no applicants.

NSW-ACT Branch Mycology Award: no applicants.

Reports from Special Interest Groups
Reports as per AGM Syntrophy issue. CAPSIG, CS&M most active. Clinical promises to be more active in 2016+. New SIG: Biofilm SIG.

Changes to By-laws

Proposed changes to By-laws as detailed in Syntrophy:
e  Branch management 2.8, delete mention of election of auditor as this function is now performed at National level.
e  Election of branch committee 4.4, clarification and adds Past Chairperson to executive composition.

All passed by majority vote.

Election of Office Bearers for 2016-2017
Current Chair and Secretary continue. Current Treasurer is finishing term. Call for nominations for Treasurer and Chair-elect.

Chairperson

Slade Jensen

Western Sydney University
Secretary

Tim Newsome

University of Sydney
Chair-elect

Nominations for Chair-elect:
Mitchell Brown

Elected — Mitchell Brown, Westmead Hospital
Treasurer

Nominations for Treasurer:
Jim Manos

Elected — Jim Manos, University of Sydney

Current members re-nominated
Ruth Hall, University of Sydney

Thiru Vanniasinkam, Charles Sturt University

Nick Coleman, University of Sydney

Maurizio Labatte, University of Technology Sydney
Chris Harmer, University of Sydney

Thomas Jeffries, Western Sydney University

Kaitlin Tagg, Westmead Hospital

New members nominated
Andrew Robinson, University of Wollongong

Martina Sanderson-Smith, University of Wollongong
Monica Stelmach, Concord Hospital
Jai Tree, University of New South Wales

Karen Vickery, Macquarie University
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Belinda Chapman, Quantal Bioscience

William Klare, University of Sydney

Bobby Dimitrijovski, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital

Reena Ghildyal, University of Canberra

Maximum number of office bearers (20) according to branch by-laws.

Other business
No items of other business were presented.

Slade closed the meeting at 7:20pm.
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The Australian Society for Microbiology

NSW-ACT Branch
ABN 24 065 463 274

Treasurer's Report for the year ended
31 March 2016

Reconciled total cash balance as at 1 April 2016 $ 104,220 2015 $ 99,793
Receipts Payments Receipts Payments
$ $ $ $
Interest 2,322 2,920
Sponsorship - 12,200
Capitation (NSW and ACT combined) 12,607 10,129
PCR Clinical Microbiology compendium royalties 256 236
Share of income: ASM2015 Canberra 4,927
SIG meeting costs 2,149 1,555
Meeting & speaker support/sponsorship 3,672 4,678
Prizes and Awards 1,705 2,107
Events:
Christmas party 820 1,845 1,000 2,094
Feb Meeting - 977
AGM 925 2,415 650 2,250
BD Student Award Night 554 478
Goldsworthy Oration (alternate years) - 70 7,058
Administrative/editorial assistance 1,880 3,480
Branch Committee meals/beverages 1,687 1,441
LOC for ASM2015 meals/beverages 517 959
AV, audio and cabling 759 40
Conference calls, postage, ISP 98 117
Website and secretarial services 800 -
Auditor’s expenses - 395
Bank charges 12 12
Miscellaneous 661 - 210 -
Totals 22,518 18,093 27,415 27,641
Excess of payments over receipts YE 31.3.2016: -4,425 226
Reconciled total cash balances as at 31 March 2016 $104,220 2015 $99,793
Assets
Reconciled account balances as at 31 March:
Westpac cheque account 032-056 13-2527 $472 $17
SGECU 126 Term deposit ($60,000@3.0% matured 30-3-2016 re-invested @2.25%) $ 60,000 $ 60,000
SGECU 122.1 Term deposit ($25,000@3.1% matured 02-2-2016 re-invested @2.3%) $ 25,000 $ 25,000
SGECU S1 Access account (counter and internet transactions) $186 $933
SGECU S11 iNet account (internet transactions only) $450 $752
SGECU S13 Bonus saver account (base interest and conditional bonus interest) $18,112 $13,091
Total bank accounts at 31 March Total $104,220 Total $99,793
Sundry computer, camera and electronic equipment — estimated realizable value
$ 900 $500
Liabilities
Nil Nil
Expected future commitments (2016-17):
Administrative assistance
Website development and management $ 2,000
Support for SIGs, speakers and major events $ 2,000
Prizes and Awards $ 23,000
Conference calls & refreshments — Branch Committee meetings $ 3,500
Software, AV $ 2,300
Other $ 1,000
Total $ 2,000
$35,900 $37,000

Jim Manos BSc(Hons ) PhD
MASM

Branch Treasurer

24 August 2016
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ASM CONTACT DETAILS

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair
Slade Jensen

T.+612 8738 9016
E.s.jensen@westernsydney.edu.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary
Tim Newsome

T.+61293512907

E. tim.newsome@sydney.edu.au

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer
Jim Manos

T.+61293518942

E. jim.manos@sydney.edu.au

ASM National Office
PO Box 375

South Melbourne VIC 3205
AUSTRALIA

T.1300 656 423
F. 1300655 841
E. admin@theasm.com.au

Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM Members located in NSW-ACT using details included on the
National ASM ASM National Office database. Not yet a member? Join today: www.theasm.org.au/membership

www.theasm.org.au

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Syntrophy Coordinator, Susan Badman at
Susan.Badman@gmail.com

ASM NSW-ACT Branch
WWW.asmnsw.com.au Organisations with research opportunities or companies seeking to fill positions are welcome to place

an advertisement in an upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Syntrophy Coordinator with
your details for inclusion.

Organisations interested in becoming a sponsor of ASM NSW-ACT Branch should contact the
Sponsorship Coordinator, Bobby Dimitrijovski to obtain a copy of the current sponsorship prospectus:
bobby.dimitrijovski@sswahs.nsw.gov.au.




