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At many of our events it is not only the 
scientific content but also the opportunity 
to engage with the wider Microbiological 
community that I personally find of great 
value. One of the great benefits of being 
part of ASM is being able to meet-up with 
other Microbiologists from across the city, 
state or country. Maybe it’s someone 
you’ve worked alongside recently or years-
ago; perhaps someone you’ve taught or 
inspired; or someone you collaborate or 
share ideas with on a more regular basis?  

I know in 2015 the Branch will continue to 
offer plenty of such opportunity. 

Already this year the Branch has been 
active in helping bring Microbiologists 
together. In this issue of Syntrophy you can 
read about some of our recent events - look 
out for reports on CAPSIG’s Christmas 
Seminar, the Branch Christmas party, and 
the inaugural Sydney Microbiology 
Meeting. We particularly recognise and 
thank the organisers who have put so much 
effort into bringing these events together.  

The Branch is also thankful for the support 
of its 2015 sponsors: ThermoFisher 
Scientific, Becton Dickinson, bioMérieux, 
Abacus-ALS, Bioline and Roche. Their 
ongoing support helps make our range of 
events and awards possible. 

In this Syntrophy there’s several awards on-
offer and we encourage you to apply.  
Congratulations to two laboratories who 
have been awarded a Clinical Laboratory 
Book Award for 2014: Julie Allerton and 
Kerry Varettas of SEALS St George Hospital 

Kogarah Lab, and Shradha Subedi and 
Shirley Owen of Pathology West Nepean 
Hospital Lab. We hope that your new 
reference books help your day-to-day work 
in diagnostic microbiology.  

For students, applications for the 2015 BD 
Student Awards close on 6

th
 March. 

Students selected as finalists will present 
their work on the evening of 17

th
 March at 

the University of Sydney and the finals 
evening is open to anyone to attend. So if 
you are interested in encouraging our up-
and-coming microbiologists then please 
join us. The BD Award supports the winner 
to attend at the ASM National Meeting and 
the NSW-ACT winner will be announced on 
the night.   

Registration is now open for the 2015 ASM 
National Meeting to be held at QT in 
Canberra on 12-15 July. Make the most of 
the early-bird rate available until April 2

nd
, 

and be sure to submit your oral abstract by 
2

nd
 April too. 

There’s an opportunity to benefit from 
international as well as local speakers at 
two events coming-up in Sydney next 
week. You may like to join in the Sydney 
EUCAST workshop at Concord Hospital on 
the afternoon of 2

nd
 March or the CS&M 

Special Interest Group meeting at Douglass 
Hanly Moir in Macquarie Park on the 
evening of 4

th
 March.  

We hope to see you again at an ASM event 
soon. 
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EUCAST WORKSHOP IN SYDNEY 

2
nd

 March 2015 2 – 5pm 
Concord Medical Education Centre 
Building 26 (via Gate 3) 
Hospital Road, Concord West NSW 2139 
 
Workshop is free to attend, but places are 
limited! 

Online registration 
 http://www.trybooking.com/121339  

by 27th February 2015 

Inquiries: Peter Huntington 
Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au  
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Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au    
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In my PhD project, I am working on the 
development of new microbe-based 
methods for extracting metals from ores – 
this process is known as biomining or 
bioleaching. These bio-processes are 
needed since conventional 
pyrometallurgical and hydrometallurgical 
extractions of nickel from inert and low-
grade laterite ores are technically, 
economically and environmentally 
challenging. Bioleaching technology has 
the potential to overcome these challenges 
by providing a low cost, low energy and 
environmentally-sustainable process.  

Current bioleaching technologies rely on 
single strains of microorganisms. Single 
strains, however, have limited efficacy, and 
there are issues in maintaining their 
populations in real leaching environments. 
Pure cultures are hampered by secondary 
reactions that hamper both the kinetics and 
metal recovery. Our study is investigating 
the development of a bioleaching 
technology based on a consortium of 
bacteria and fungi. Bacteria and fungi co-
occur in real ecosystems, and these 
interactions have been applied for pollutant 
bioremediation [1]. We predict that 
application of a mixed-culture approach to 
bioleaching will enable better metabolic 
functions and enhanced survival of the 
partner organisms in the toxic bioleaching 
environment. 

We have shown that microbial consortia 
containing both chemoautotrophic 
bacteria, such as Acidithiobacillus 
thiooxidans, and chemoheterotrophic fungi, 
such as Aspergillus niger, have improved 
leaching properties compared to using 
bacteria alone. The primary role of the 
bacteria is to generate mineral acids 
(H2SO4) from S

0
, while the primary role of 

the fungi is to produce chelating 

metabolites such as organic acids to 
enhance the leaching, and to enhance the 
solubility of the desired metals [2]. Fungi 
may also help in the microbiological 
removal of accumulated organic carbon, 
which can inhibit the iron/sulphur-oxidisers. 
This secondary “mutualistic” role of fungi 
would improve the viability of the 
chemoautotrophs.  

Although an attractive idea on paper, the 
development of bacterial/fungal co-cultures 
for leaching in the real world still requires 
much study and optimisation. We need 
better fundamental understanding of the 
growth of the single cultures in their natural 
environments, and knowledge on how they 
can work together in an engineered 
environment.  

Here I attempted to optimise the co-growth 
conditions for the consortium of 
chemoheterotrophic fungi (A. niger), and 
sulphur-oxidising bacteria (A. thiooxidans).  
We have found that co-cultures of these 
microbes can be established by first 
growing the bacterial cultures  under 
chemolithotrophic conditions, then adding 
sucrose and fungal spores when the 
medium reaches a desired pH end point 
(approx pH = 2). The pH of these co-
cultures continues to decline, before 
reaching approx pH = 1.  

The pH of the co-grown cultures remained 
low (pH ~ 1) throughout the fermentation 
period, and were generally comparable to 
the sulphur-oxidising bacteria-only sample. 
It was notable that the bacterial cell count 
continued to increase following inoculation 
of fungi (Fig 1); since the literature would 
predict that the sulphur-oxidisers would be 
inhibited by the sugars added to stimulate 
fungal growth. The growth of fungi was 
also observed via continued hyphae 

formation (Fig 2), and final fungal biomass 
that in the ranges of 1-1.5 g. This co-growth 
test indicated that the chosen microbial 
strains could grow together in a single 
environment, while sustaining the acid 
production needed for bioleaching.  

We have shown that chemoautotrophic 
bacteria (primarily A. thiooxidans) and 
chemoheterotrophic fungi (A. niger) can be 
co-grown in a single environment. 
Although low pH, comparable to the 
bacteria control, was achieved in this study, 
the type of acid produced and its leaching 
efficacy are unknown. Further research is 
being conducted to on assessing the 
leaching capabilities of this culture, and 
understand the chemistry and biochemistry 
of the processes involved. 
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Engineering (Chemical and Biomolecular) at 
The University of Sydney in 2013, and he is 
currently completing his PhD in the same 
School, under the supervision of A/Prof 
Marjorie Valix. His topic relates to the 
bioleaching of low-grade nickel ores using 
bacterial-fungal consortia.  Hee-Chan is 
broadly interested in biohydrometallurgy and 
microbial adaptation. 

 

 

Focus 
Bacterial-fungal consortia for bioleaching of nickel laterite ore  
by Hee-Chan Jang 

Fig 1: (left) Microscopy of co-culture, showing fungal hyphae 
(A. niger) and sulphur oxidising bacteria (A. thiooxidans). 

Fig 2: (above) Effect of fungal inoculation on co-growth of sulphur 
oxidising bacteria at 30°C 



SYNTROPHY VOLUME 16 | Issue 2015:1 4 

 

 

Report on CAPSIG (NSW) Christmas Seminar 
December 2014 

Hilary Fong 

CAPSIG (NSW) closed off 2014 with our usual highlight, the 
Christmas Seminar on the 10

th
 December with some 170 attending. 

The seminar this year was presented by Dr. Peter Hobbins, a 
pharmacologist, medical historian and researcher from the 
University of Sydney. 

Because of the unusual mix of his academic and research interests, 
Dr. Hobbins has enlightened us on the other side of the bench of 
pharmaceutical development – the social aspect of healthcare and 
therapeutic practice. Whilst we in the pharmaceutical industries tend 
to focus on drug development, manufacturing, regulatory and 
compliance, the impact and influence of social aspects on the 
advancement of healthcare is often taken for granted. This was a 
rare opportunity for us to put the technical and social aspects of 
healthcare (and indeed pharmaceutical practice) together. 

Geographically speaking, Australia has been isolated from the rest of 
the world and hence some infectious diseases and epidemics. On the 
other hand, Australia is also the home of many venomous creatures 
including snakes, spiders, etc. In his presentation, Dr. Hobbins took 
us back to the arrival of the First Fleet in the late 18

th
 Century. He 

collated, from various archives, the history of development of our 
healthcare system from non-existent to one of the more advanced in 
the world. Australian healthcare has come a long way in the last two 
centuries, from treating infectious diseases, to raising awareness of 
hygiene, prevention (i.e. vaccination, quarantine policies, etc) and 
other health policies. 

In the past fifty years, in response to globalization and open door 
policy, there has seen a shift of our effort to more topical areas of 
concern such as cardiovascular disease, oncology as well as ‘border 
control’ of ingress of pathogens via importation of goods and 
immigrants. Was this done at the expenses of the research and 
development for antibiotics? 

CAPSIG (NSW) is indeed privileged to have Dr. Hobbins sharing with 
us his research results and observations. These would undoubtedly 
raise our awareness and understanding in our role in pharmaceutic 
business. With his kind consent, his presentation will soon be available 
on our web-site – www.capsig.com.au. To our sponsors – ams 
Laboratories, Clean Room Garments and Merck Millipore, we thank 
them sincerely for their continued support. Our thanks are also due 
to all other sponsors who kindly donated goods and lucky door 
prizes. To the staff of Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club & kitchen, 
we are, as always, impressed with the exquisite decoration of the 
auditorium and the delicious seafood buffet dinner.  

Photos kindly supplied by Dr Alan Heritage 
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 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

Report on ASM NSW Branch Annual Christmas Party 
Mitchell Brown 

On Wednesday 26th November, the NSW ASM Branch held our 

annual Christmas Party – this year at the King Street Brewhouse and 

Restaurant at Darling Harbour.  It was a well attended evening with 

around 50 people coming along to enjoy the company of fellow 

microbiologists, while devouring canapés and a few beverages in a 

great harbour side location at Darling Harbour.  Some were also 

lucky enough to claim bottles of wines and boxes of chocolates as 

lucky door prizes.  The gathering was a great mix of clinical, industry, 

academia and students.  As such, I certainly enjoyed the chance to 

interact with people whom I may not cross paths with in everyday 

life, and catch up with old friends.  A great night had by all, so thank 

you to those who helped out and those who attended.  I would be 

interested to hear from attendees what they thought of the venue, 

value for money, and any suggestions for future Christmas 

parties.  Please email me @ mitchell.brown@health.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

Report on Sydney Micro, 2015 Meeting  
A one‐day meeting featuring the work of Early Career Researchers 
and PhD students from UTS, UNSW, UWS, MQ and USYD. 

Ruth Hall and Chris Harmer 

Our first Sydney Micro Meeting held on Friday 30th January in the 

Wilkinson Building at the University of Sydney was a great success. 

The organizing committee (Chris Harmer, Sashi Anantham and Ruth 

Hall (University of Sydney), Sophie Octavia (UNSW), Sasha Tetu 

(Macquarie University), Erin Gloag (UTS) and Bjorn Esposito (UWS)) 

had drawn together a programme of speakers on topics bacterial 

that included representatives from the ranks of Ph.D. students and 

PostDocs at each of  Sydney's University. Iain Duggin (UTS), Nick 

Coleman (USyd) and Ruiting Lan (UNSW) rounded out the 

programme. 68 students, PostDocs, early career researchers and 

established academics attended. A very broad range of topics was 

covered and this breadth was appreciated by the audience. There 

was very strong support for this 1 day event to become an annual 

one. 

 

mailto:mitchell.brown@health.nsw.gov.au
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 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

Report on ASM NSW-ACT February Meeting 
Bobby Dimitrijovski 

More than 50 enthusiastic microbiologists ventured to the 
Department of Forensic Medicine, in hopes that the Clinical Director, 
Professor Jo Duflou will shed light on the intriguing field of forensic 
pathology. I’m sure that all attendees can agree that Jo did not 
disappoint.  

So what did we learn?  

Being a forensic pathologist is not all glitz and glamour like you see 
on weekly CSI programs. In fact, the line of work for a forensic 
pathologist closely mimics what clinicians do in the hospital setting, 
and patient history plays an important role with the diagnosis. 

Jo described the relevance of forensic microbiology, and discussed 
the benefits of microbiology testing in forensic pathology. While 
microbiology occasionally adds value to an examination, what is 
intriguing is how microbiology tests can sometimes hinder an 
investigation. Jo provided a few cases studies where bacterial and 
viral test results added more uncertainty to the cause of death. What 
was also interesting was the strong association between the level of 
uncertainty and the amount of inquiries! 

The moral of the story is that forensic microbiology, like any form of 
testing, must be interpreted within context and in Jo’s case, relevant 
clinical history. 

Jo concluded by showing how forensic pathology occasionally 
interweaves with microbiology, citing various biological warfare 
incidents throughout history (anthrax letters) and sporadic bacterial 
and viral outbreaks which result in human casualties. 

Jo’s engaging style, and humorous tone captivated the entire 
audience throughout the presentation, and it was a memorable night 
had by all. 

The ASM NSW-ACT branch deeply appreciate Jo’s efforts for 

providing the presentation, and would like also thank our members 

for their continued support and enthusiasm for this event. 
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THE AWARD: Registration fees for the ASM Annual Scientific Conference in 2015; Budget travel to attend the ASM 
Annual Scientific Conference; and an accommodation allowance of $50 per night. Payment will be made on 
presentation of receipts. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: All postgraduate Microbiology students (studying at a university in NSW/ACT) who have submitted an 
abstract for the ASM Annual Scientific Meeting and have not previously received a BD ASM Student Award. Applicants 
must be a student member of the ASM, or must be eligible for membership and have paid the subscription at the time 
of application. Applicants must be available to give an oral presentation in-person at the finalist presentation evening, 
as below. 
 
APPLICATION: Please supply a copy of the abstract submitted / or to be submitted to the 2015 ASM Annual Scientific 
Meeting, saved as a .doc or .docx file and your ASM membership number. 
  
To:  ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary, Peter Huntington,  
Email:  Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au  
Phone: (02) 99264329 
 
* All applications will be reviewed and applicants selected as finalists will be invited to present their work at the 

Becton Dickinson Student Award Night: 
 

Tuesday 17th March 2015, University of Sydney,  
**Room 471, Molecular Bioscience Building G08** 

Food & Drinks from 6pm; Presentations from 6:30pm. 
 

* The Awardee will be selected on the basis of an oral presentation (12 minutes + 3 minutes questions), to be 
given at the Award night. 

* The recipient of the award will be selected and announced on the Award night. 
  
All Finalists will be required to write a brief 1 page report on their project (approx. 600 words). The report must be 
submitted no later than 4 weeks after the conference end date for publication in the ASM NSW-ACT Branch newsletter 
‘Syntrophy’. Syntrophy reports to be submitted with supervisor’s approval.  

mailto:Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au
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Becton Dickinson Student Award Night 2015: 
 
Tuesday 17th March 2015, University of Sydney,  
**Room 471, Molecular Bioscience Building G08** 
Food & Drinks from 6pm; Presentations from 6:30pm. 
 
Getting to the University of Sydney by Public Transport: 
http://sydney.edu.au/visitors_community/getting_here/public_transport.shtml 
 
Train: Catch a train to Redfern train station, and then take a 10-minute walk down Lawson St and onto Abercombie St 
to the main campus. See our Campus maps for more detail. 
Buses from the city: For stops on Parramatta Road (closest to the Quadrangle) catch routes 412, 413, 436, 438, 439, 
440, 461, 480, 483 or metrobus m10 from George Street or Railway Square. For stops on City Road (closest to 
Darlington Campus) catch routes 422, 423, 426, 428 or metrobus m30 from George Street or Railway Square. 
 
Parking at the University of Sydney: 
http://sydney.edu.au/visitors_community/getting_here/parking.shtml 
 
Evening and weekend casual parking rates (3pm–6am, Monday to Friday; 6am Saturday to 6am Monday) 
$6 flat rate (valid to following 6am only) 
$2 hourly rate (to maximum $6) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://sydney.edu.au/visitors_community/getting_here/public_transport.shtml
http://sydney.edu.au/maps/index.shtml
http://sydney.edu.au/visitors_community/getting_here/parking.shtml
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 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

NSW-ACT ASM Branch Members Service Award 

Award: The award is for travel to a scientific meeting, conference or 
visit to an institution within Australia for the scientific advancement 
of the applicant.  The award will consist of budget travel and 
accommodation (up to $50 per day for a maximum of 5 days). 
Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or receipts. 

Eligibility: Applicants must have been members of the NSW-ACT 
branch of the Australian Society for Microbiology for at least 12 
months before the Award application is submitted. 

Criteria: 

1. 40% of the award weighting will be based on the applicant’s 
promotion of the field of microbiology in Australia while based 
in NSW-ACT. This contribution may be assessed by publication 
record, community contribution or by a combination of both. 

 

2. 40% of the weighting will be on the basis of contribution to the 
activities of the NSW-ACT branch.  This may be through the 
organisation of branch activities, SIG activities or other similar 
contributions.  A preference will be given to applicants whose 
contribution has been in the last five years. 

3. 20% of the weighting will be based on the proposed, the 
justification of the travel involved, the benefits to the applicant 
and/or their organisation, and the benefit to microbiology in 
NSW-ACT. 

   (supervisor’s written approval required if applicable) 

Closing Date: 31st March 2015 

Applications to:   

Charlotte Webster 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Email: Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

The Joe Levey Graduate Award 

Award: Registration fees and budget travel and accommodation 
costs (up to a total value of $ 50/day) to attend the Australian Society 
for Microbiology Annual Scientific Meeting. 

Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or receipts 

Eligibility: All graduates of less than five years, and currently 
working in microbiology, are invited to apply for the Award. 
Applicant should not be a fulltime student and must be a resident of 
NSW/ACT at time of application 

Membership Status: All members of ASM except student members. 
Applicants must have been members of the Australian Society for 
Microbiology for at least 12 months before the Award application is 
submitted. 

Criteria: 

1. A one page essay explaining their wish to attend the ASM 
Annual Scientific Meeting, and indicating what they hope 
to gain from the experience. 

2. A one page account covering their academic achievements 
and work experience to date. 

3. Two referee’s reports (to be submitted directly) supporting 
application for the Award. It is the responsibility of the 
applicant to ensure that their referees submit the reports to 
the ASM NSW-ACT Branch committee by the closing date. 

4. Evidence of their involvement in NSW-ACT branch 
activities since they have been members.  This could 
include attendance at scientific meetings, seminars, social 
events, newsletter contributions or assistance in the 
organisation of branch events.  Applicants with this record 
will be preferred, but not exclusively (supervisor’s written 
approval required if applicable). 

5. Recipient is required to write a brief report (1 page or 600 
words) that summarises their project or the proceedings of 
any one session they attended at the ASM annual scientific 
meeting (report will be published in the ASM NSW branch 
newsletter). The report should be submitted no later than 4 
weeks after the conference end date for publication in the 
ASM NSW -ACT Branch newsletter.  

Closing Date: 31st March 2015 

Applications to:   

Charlotte Webster 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Email: Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au
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 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

ASM Honours Student Prize 

Award: $500.00 towards a Microbiology conference or meeting 
within the following 12 months. Payment will be made on 
presentation of tax invoices or receipts 

Eligibility:  

Student member of ASM (studying in NSW/ACT). Applications must 
be made during the student’s Honours year. It is also acceptable for 
applicant to have completed Honours in June of the previous year. 

Application process: 

A written application comprising the following (3 parts) should be 
submitted: 

Part 1 – About the student 

Approximately 250 words. 

Should include: 

- How or why they got into microbiology, what they like 
about microbiology 

- Information on what they want to do after completing 
Hons  

- Where they see themselves in five years 

Part 2 – Summary of the student’s project or a copy of the abstract 
submitted to the conference  

Approximately 500 words. One extra page for graphs, figures or 
tables 

Should be written at a level that could be understood by a general 
microbiologist.  

Should include  

  -   An interesting title,   

 -   Clear aims of their project 

- Relevant background  

- A summary of results 

- The implications of their findings  

- Suggestions for follow up  

-  

Part 3 – Two referee’s reports (to be submitted directly to NSW-ACT 
branch) supporting application for the Award. It is the responsibility 
of the applicant to ensure that their referees submit the reports to 
the ASM NSW Branch committee by the closing date 

One must be from the student’s supervisor and the other can be 
independent   

Closing Date: 2nd April 2015 

Email Applications to:   

Charlotte Webster 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Email: Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Australian Society for Microbiology NSW-ACT Branch  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award 

Award: The award is a contribution of up to $1000 ( towards 
registration fees/ airfares/accommodation**) to assist the recipient 
to attend the ASM annual national conference, or any other 
conference or workshop (national or international) with a 
microbiology component, in the same year as the award is given.  

**Note: Payment will be made on presentation of tax invoices or 
receipts 

Eligibility: Postdoctoral researchers in microbiology of no more than 
5 years postdoctoral experience. Applicant must be a resident of 
NSW/ACT at time of application. 

Membership Status: Applicants must have been members of the 
Australian Society for Microbiology for at least 12 months before the 
Award application is submitted. 

Criteria:  

Applicants must submit an application consisting of the following: 

1. A lay description of their project suitable for ASM NSW-ACT 
media releases and website of up to 100 words. 

2. A two page description of the applicant’s project and their major 
scientific contributions to date (including peer reviewed 
publications, conference presentations, etc.).  

3. Details of the conference they wish to attend, including how 
attendance will benefit their career (1 page). 

4. A copy of the conference abstract. 

5. Two referee’s reports (to be submitted directly) supporting 
application for the Award; one should be from the applicant’s 
supervisor. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that 
their referees submit the reports to the ASM NSW-ACT Branch 
committee by the closing date. 

6. The award recipient is expected to write a lead article to be 
published in Syntrophy – the article must be submitted no later 
than 4 weeks after the conference. 

Closing Date: 30th April 2015 

Applications to:   

Charlotte Webster 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Email: Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 
 

mailto:Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Charlotte.Webster@sswahs.nsw.gov.au
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Antimicrobial Program 

 
On behalf of the Australian Society for Antimicrobials I would like to invite you to the Society’s 16th Annual Scientific Meeting “Antimicrobials 2015” to be held at the Brisbane 
Exhibition and Convention Centre, Brisbane, on Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th February 2015.    

I am pleased to announce Sara Cosgrove, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, USA; Jan Kluytmans, Erasmus Medical University, The Netherlands; Sally Roberts, 
Auckland City Hospital, New Zealand; and Gunnar Kahlmeter, Central Hospital, Sweden will be participating at the meeting. Sara will be presenting the plenary “Multiple Prongs 
of Stewardship: Less is More – Debunking Stewardship Myths”, while Jan and Sally will be presenting “Resistance Links to Animals" and “Improving Care: Infection Prevention 
and Patient Safety” respectively. In addition to presenting the plenary “EUCAST and Beyond”, Gunnar with Erika Matusckek will be presenting two EUCAST workshops on 
susceptibility testing.   The 2015 Howard Florey Oration will be delivered by Benjamin Howden from Melbourne University, Victoria. Ben will be presenting the talk “Vancomycin 
and Staphylococcus aureus – A Complex Relationship”. The programme’s symposia cover many different aspects on antimicrobials and sessions include “Alternative 
Perspectives on Antimicrobial Use”, “Carbapenemases”, “What to Report and How to Treat”, “Enterococci" and "SMART Platforms”. In addition we have two pharmacy symposia 
on Saturday afternoon titled “The Bugs and Treatment” and "Antimicrobial Stewardship". Six proffered papers and two poster sessions are also planned for the meeting.  To 
promote discussion and interaction between delegates and the invited speakers the meeting’s registration includes lunches, morning and afternoon teas and admission to the 
Howard Florey Reception and the Industry Reception. I am confident that you will find the meeting’s programme both scientifically stimulating and informative and we look 
forward to meeting you in Brisbane.  

 
Thomas Gottlieb 
President ASA  

 
 
Important Dates 
 
Abstract Submission Deadline 
Friday,12 December 2014 
 
Abstract Notification 
Friday,19 December 2014 
 
Early Bird Registration Deadline 
Friday, 2 January 2015 
 
Accommodation Booking Deadline 
Friday,16 January 2015 
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ASM CONTACT DETAILS 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Charlotte Webster 
T. +61 2 9767 6642 
E. charlotte.webster@sswahs.health.nsw.gov.au  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary 
Peter Huntington 
T. +61 2 9926 4329 
F. + 61 2 9926 4081 
E. Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer 
Jim Manos 
T. +61 2 9351 8942 
E. jim.manos@sydney.edu.au 

 

ASM National Office 
PO Box 375 
South Melbourne VIC 3205 
AUSTRALIA 

T. 1300 656 423 
F. 1300 655 841 
E. admin@theasm.com.au  

 

 

National ASM 
www.theasm.org.au 

 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch 
www.asmnsw.com.au 

Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM Members located in NSW-ACT using details included on the 
ASM National Office database. Not yet a member? Join today: www.theasm.org.au/membership  

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Syntrophy Coordinator, Susan Badman at 
Susan.Badman@rcpaqap.com.au or (02) 9045 6073. 

Organisations with research opportunities or companies seeking to fill positions are welcome to place 
an advertisement in an upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Syntrophy Coordinator with 
your details for inclusion. 

Organisations interested in becoming a sponsor of ASM NSW-ACT Branch should contact the 
Sponsorship Coordinator, Bobby Dimitrijovski to obtain a copy of the current sponsorship prospectus: 
bobby.dimitrijovski@sswahs.nsw.gov.au  
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