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THE AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR MICROBIOLOGY NSW-ACT BRANCH  (ABN 24 065 463 274)  IN THIS ISSUE 

This edition of Syntrophy flags the Annual 
General Meeting for the ASM NSW-ACT 
Branch, it will be hold at The Roxy, 
Brighton-Le-Sands on Thursday 28th 
August. Attendance at the AGM is free of 
charge, but please join us for a 3-course 
dinner and drinks following the meeting. 
Cost for dinner is $40 for members. Please 
RSVP by 21st August. Guest speaker is Paul 
Thompson Lab Manager at the Taronga 
Zoo – looking forward to it. 

This year has marked the first year for this 
Chair, and what a busy year it has been.  My 
thanks must go first and foremost to those 
that make up the committee; they get the 
jobs done, so I thank them.   

We farewelled Natasha Pavic, our 
administration assistant  who has done a 
sterling effort of keeping the Syntrophy in 
order and getting it out to all of you, we 
have also changed the design for our 
Syntrophy which we hope you enjoy.   

Thank you to Peter Huntington who has 
stepped up to the breach in taking over the 
running of Syntrophy (in the interim) and 
other administrative operations, until we 
have a replacement. 

Our thanks must also go to Daniel Seed 
who is stepping-down from the committee 
this AGM, thanks for all your work in 

particular to the areas of sponsorship and 
the website.   

The SIGs have been providing some terrific 
functions, that have been well attended, so 
thankyou to the SIG convenors – remember 
to approach your SIGs to give them ideas or 
suggestions, if not the State branch is 
always happy to facilitate suggestions.  

And finally, a big thank you to all our 
sponsors whose support allows us to offer 
such a great variety of events during the 
year. 

 
NSW-ACT BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 2014 

Thursday 28th August 2014 
The Grand Roxy 
128 The Grand Parade 
Brighton Le Sands 
 
6 :00-7 :00 pm  AGM  (free) 
7 :00 pm Dinner and Speaker  ($40 members) 
Advance payment by EFT preferred : 
BSB: 659-000  Account: 671774 
Or at the door (cash only) 

Guest Speaker: 
Paul Thompson 
Taronga Zoo 

See flyer for further details. 

RSVP 
Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au 
by 21/8/14 
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ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH 54
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Thursday 28th AUGUST 2014 

AGM: 6:00 – 7:00pm 

 

The Grand Roxy 

(Formerly known as Botany Bay Seafood Restaurant),  

128 The Grand Parade, Brighton Le Sands NSW 2216 

 

 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the 53rd Annual General Meeting 

3. Chairperson’s Report 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. National Council Report 

6. Reports from Special Interest Groups 

7. Branch Award Winners 2013 – 2014 

8. Election of Office Bearers and Auditors for 2014 – 2015 

 

 POST-AGM SPEAKER 

Paul Thompson – Taronga Zoo Laboratory 

“Microbiology at the zoo – more human than you may think” 
Paul Thompson manages operations of the multi-discipline pathology laboratory at Taronga Wildlife Hospital including 
Microbiology, Haematology and Biochemistry testing. His background is Clinical Microbiology having worked at Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital for ten years before moving to the United States and working in Clinical Virology and Ocular Microbiology at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. While there Paul completed a Masters in Infectious Disease and Microbiology at the 
University of Pittsburgh, developing PCR for detection of Acanthamoeba. 

Dinner and Speaker from 7pm 

Cost: The AGM is free of charge 

Post-AGM 3-course Dinner & Drinks: $40 members/$50 non-members 

 

Advance payment by EFT is preferred: BSB 659-000 Account 671774 

(please include your name) 

Payment at the door will be CASH ONLY – no credit or eftpos. 

 
PLEASE  RSVP by 21/8/2014 

Peter Huntington: Ph: (02) 9926 4329 

Email: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 

mailto:Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au
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2014–2015 NSW-ACT Branch Committee Nomination Form 
 

It's that time of the year again when we begin to prepare for the ASM NSW-ACT Branch Annual General Meeting. Nominations are 

required for the Treasurer, Chair-Elect and Committee members. The Committee has been very active over recent years in 

raising the profile of the ASM and bringing back value to its members. If you feel there is more you can do, now is a good time to fill 

out the Nomination form and become part of an energetic and motivated Committee. Don't hesitate - actions speak louder than words! 

 

Please send all nominations to the Branch Secretary Peter Huntington: 

EMAIL: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au  

PHONE: (02) 9926 4329   FAX: (02) 9926 4081 

 

Please note that all nominations must be in writing. 

Nominations WILL NOT be taken from the floor on the night of the meeting. 

Only ASM members may nominate and be nominated. 

 

We, the undersigned, wish to nominate: 

 

Print Name………………………………………………………………… 
 

For the position of (please tick) 

 

  Chair-Elect (Chair-Elect 1 year term & Chair 2 year term) 
 

  Treasurer (2 year term) 
 

 Committee member (1 year term) 
 

Proposer: 

Print Name………………………………………… 

Signature…………………………………………... 

Seconder: 

Print Name………………………………………… 

Signature…………………………………………... 

I accept this nomination: 

Print Name………………………………………… 

Signature…………………………………………... 

Phone………………………………………………. 

Email………………………………………………. 

Date: …../………/2014 
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Clinical Serology & Molecular 
SIG 
Convenor - Deane Byers 

Since the last annual report, the NSW-ACT 
CS&M SIG has held two meetings at 
Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology, North 
Ryde. Notifications for the meetings are 
distributed via email using a database 
maintained by the convenor and via notice 
in Syntrophy.  

In July 2013, the topic was ‘What to do with 
your QC data... the latest information’ 
sponsored by the NSW-ACT Branch, with 
52 in attendance. Both of the speakers were 
from the NRL in Melbourne and the talks 
were a must see for users of EDCNet. The 
speakers included Thu-Anh Pham, NRL 
Public Relations & Marketing Manager, 
presenting Introduction to QConnect: A new 
way of delivering QC; and Wayne Dimech, 
NRL Business Development Manager, 
presenting Demonstration of the re-
developed EDCNet. The audience then had 
the opportunity to ask questions and make 
comments. 

In April 2014, the topics were mixed 
sponsored by the NSW-ACT Branch, with 
55 in attendance. The speakers included 
international guest speaker Paul Austin, 
Section Leader - Serology, Department of 
Virology & Immunology, LabPLUS, 
Auckland City Hospital, New Zealand, 
presenting ‘Is having an avid approach to 
CMV and EBV serology worth it?’; Neisha 
Jeoffreys, CIDMLS, Pathology West – 
ICPMR, presenting ‘Quantitative detection 
of BK virus in renal transplant patients’; and 
Craig Leeman, Serology/ Virology, 
SydPath, St Vincent’s Hospital, presenting 
‘Performance evaluation of the DiaSorin 
Liaison XL Murex HIV Ab/Ag assay’. 

The next meeting is planned for the 
beginning of August. Thank you to all of the 
enthusiastic speakers, attendees and the 
sponsorship of the ASM NSW-ACT branch 
for the continued success of these 
meetings. This group plans to meet every 
four months and attendance numbers have 
been very encouraging. 

 

 

Parasitology and Tropical 
Medicine SIG 
Convenor – Tamalee  Roberts 

This year’s Parasitology SIG night was held 
on Tuesday 17

th
 June at St. Vincent’s 

Hospital with the theme of zoonotic 
diseases. Douglas Chan from UTS 
described his work on the prevalence of 
Angiostrongylus cantonensis in molluscs 
from the Sydney basin and the sensitivity of 
different diagnostic techniques. Dr Michelle 
Power from Macquarie University shared 
her research on Cryptosporidium in 
Australian native animals and presented a 
case study on a zoonotic strain infecting a 
human. Lastly, Dr Richard Malik from 
Sydney University gave an interesting talk 
on parasitic case studies in domestic 
animals. The night was well attended and 
the parasitology SIG would like to thank 
everyone for their attendance and 
continued support.  

 

 

Clinical SIG 
Convenor – Mitchell Brown 

The Clinical SIG has had a successful last 12 
months,  with a series of well attended 
meetings.  Meetings have been held at 
Westmead Hospital, at Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital and at Concord Hospital.  
Meetings were as always well attended.  
Thank you to all those who assisted in 
organising these meetings, and to the ASM 
NSW branch for funding the accompanying 
refreshments that we all enjoy so much.  
ASM clinical SIG meetings continue to be a 
great way for us all to keep up on the latest 
topics relevant to clinical microbiology and 
to catch up with colleagues and old friends.  
In the remainder of this calendar year a 
meeting is scheduled for Wollongong in 
November/December, and 2 further 
meetings are planned.  Keep an eye out in 
Syntrophy for details, or contact Mitchell 
Brown for further information. 

 

Branch 
Sponsors 2014 

 

 

www.biomerieux.com.au 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 

 

www.bd.com 

 
 
 

 

www.thermofisher.com.au 

 
 
 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

 

 
 

www.abacus-als.com 

  

PLATINUM SPONSOR 

Special Interest Group Reports 

http://www.biomerieux.com.au/
http://www.bd.com/
http://www.thermofisher.com.au/
http://www.abacus-als.com/
http://www.abacus-als.com/
http://www.abacus-als.com/
http://www.biomerieux.com.au/
http://www.bd.com/
http://www.thermofisher.com.au/
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Cosmetics and 
Pharmaceutical SIG 
Convenor – Paul Priscott 

NSW Office Bearers: There have been no 
changes to the NSW Committee 
membership. 

Paul Priscott (Convenor), Des Hadjimichael, 
Melissa Bourke (Treasurer), Anna Maria 
Musico, Hilary Fong, Vijay Randev (State 
Chair), Alan Heritage, Heather Manning, 
Mark Harvie, Lan Le Hoang (Secretary). 

Members: Members of ASM registered on 
CAPSIG mailing list, plus a number of state 
specific non-ASM members. 

Activities: The CAPSIG web-site is still 
maintained and updated after each seminar 
– please refer to: www.capsig.com.au. 

NSW Branch Activities: 

Since the last annual report, three seminars 
have been organized as per schedule: 

July 2013: This seminar was presented as a 
‘satellite seminar’ to the ASM Annual 
Conference, for the benefit of those who 
were unable to attend the conference. The 
seminar entitled ‘Environmental Control 
and Compliance’ attracted an attendance 
of 80. On this occasion, there were three 
speakers each presenting different aspects 
of this topic, including instrumentation 
supplier, consulting and regulatory. 

Christmas Seminar 2013: was delivered by 
Professor Nick Hunt entitled: ‘How Sexy is 
Microbiology’. This seminar was similar to 
that delivered by Prof Hunt during the AGM 
of the ASM (NSW) in 2011. He was invited 
to present this again for the benefit of 
CAPSIG members as it was relevant and of 
interest to us. The event was attended by 
approximately 170. 

April 2014: Seminar was on ‘Recent 
Advances in Rapid Methods’ presented by 
four speakers from allied industries, 
including suppliers of instrumentation and 
specialised consumables and consultants in 
regulatory affairs. This seminar attracted 
over 70 registrations. 

July 2014: This seminar, delivered by three 
speakers was on preservatives and their 
effects. The main theme was on the choice 
of preservatives (as well as what is available 

and latest development); the testing of 
their efficacy in product and the case of 
product formulation and failure due to 
ineffective efficacy. Approximately 80 
members attended. 

As CAPSIG (NSW) is celebrating 25 years of 
active operation (1989-2014), a special cake 
was made to mark this milestone and every 
attendee was presented with an Australian 
silver coin as a memorabilia. The cake 
cutting ceremony was performed by all the 
10 current committee members. 

Christmas 2014: Our Christmas seminar for 
2014 on Quarantine Services in NSW will be 
held on 10/12/14 and delivered by Dr Peter 
Hobbins  

Plans for 2014/2015: 
Three seminars to be held: 
April 2015 – to be advised. 

July/August 2015 – Plan to align the theme 
and date with ASM Annual Conference; 
possibly adopting the same theme as 
proposed for the 2014 Conference. 

Christmas 2015 – to be decided. 

Financial report : 
This is now included in the periodic audit 
process under ASM 

 

Mycology SIG 
Convenor – Kerry Weeks 

The Mycology SIG has not had any 
meetings for the last 12 months due to a 
few reasons. I need suggestions for 
meetings and cannot manage it on my own 
or without the few people who have helped 
me in the past. Hopefully there will be 
another meeting held sometime before the 
end of the year.As usual suggestions are 
most welcome. 

If anyone is interested in taking over as the 
convenor that would be fine. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

The 2014 Treasurer’s Report will be circulated 
at the Annual General Meeting on August 28. 

 

NSW-ACT 
Branch  

COMMITTEE  
2013-2014 

Chair 

Charlotte Webster 
Concord Hospital 

Secretary 

Peter Huntington 
Royal North Shore Hospital 

Treasurer 

Jim Manos 
University of Sydney 

Committee 

Sashi Anantham 
University of Sydney 

Mitchell Brown 
Westmead Hospital 

Jose Burgos-Portugal (part-year) 
University of New South Wales 

Nick Coleman 
University of Sydney 

Bobby Dimitrijovski 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 

Ruth Hall 
University of Sydney 

Slade Jensen 
University of Western Sydney 

Ruiting Lan (part-year) 
University of New South Wales 

Josie Lategan 
Macquarie University 

Tim Newsome 
University of Sydney 

Nico Petty 
University of Technology Sydney 

Daniel Seed 
Concord Hospital 

Thiru Vanniasinkam 
Charles Sturt University 

 

Special Interest Group Reports 
Continued 

http://www.capsig.com.au/
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2013 

  

Date Event Location 
20 August ASM NSW-ACT Branch AGM & Trivia Waterview, Bicentennial Park  

25 September  Clinical SIG Meeting Westmead Hospital 

23 October Clinical SIG Meeting Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 

1 November High School Science Teacher Workshop Charles Sturt University, Wagga 
Wagga 

6 November Visiting Speaker Program – Kathryn 
Bernard, ‘Gram positive rods: identification 
beyond diptheroids’ 

Westmead Hospital 

17 November Branch Christmas Party Spanish Tapas, Glebe 

11 December CAPSIG Meeting Hurlstone Park 

13 December Virology SIG Meeting – Geoffrey Smith, ‘A 
mechanism for the suppression of innate 
immunity and increase in virulence that is 
conserved in the viruses that cause smallpox 
and AIDS’ 

University of Sydney 

 2014 
  

Date Event Location 
11 February February Meeting – Peter Hobbins, ‘Pox, 

plague and the shifting boundaries of 
quarantine’ 

University of Sydney  

25 February Clinical SIG Meeting – Mike Dunne, ‘Blood 
cultures through the ages’ 

Concord Hospital 

18 March BD Student Award Presentation Evening University of Technology Sydney 

9 April CAPSIG Meeting Hurlstone Park 

29 April Clinical Serology & Molecular SIG Meeting Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology, 
North Ryde 

7 May Student Microbiology Careers Information 
Evening 

University of Sydney 

17 June Parasitology SIG Meeting St Vincents Hospital 

6-9 July ASM Annual Scientific Meeting Albert Park, Melbourne 

21 July Visiting Speaker Program – Patrick 
McGovern, ‘Uncorking the past: fermentation 
as humankind’s first biotechnology’ 

King Street Brewhouse, Darling 
Harbour 

23 July CAPSIG Meeting Hurlstone Park 

5 August Clinical Serology & Molecular SIG Meeting Douglass Hanly Moir Pathology, 
North Ryde 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Events 
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 2013 
  

Award Date Closed Winner(s) 
Joe Levey Country Travel Award 17 October No applicants 

Honours Student Prize 28 November No applicants 

NSW-ACT Branch Members Review Award 15 December No applicants 

Clinical Microbiology Laboratory Book Award 31 December Julie Allerton, St George Hospital 

University Prizes 2013  
University of Sydney - Zoe Hungerford 
University of New South Wales – Claudia Stocks 
Charles Sturt University – Nadiene Dempster 

 2014   

Award Date Closed Winner(s) 
Becton Dickinson Student Award NSW-ACT 7 March Robert Moran, University of Sydney 

NSW-ACT Branch Prize 7 March Chris McKenzie, University of Sydney 

Becton Dickinson Student Award NSW-ACT 
Finalists 

7 March 

Samuel Burns, University of Technology Sydney 
Erin Gloag, University of Technology Sydney 
Eby Sim, University of Technology Sydney 
Jashanpreet Kaur, Macquarie University 

Joe Levey Graduate Award 31 March No applicants 

NSW-ACT Branch Members Service Award 31 March Kerry Varettas, St George Hospital 

NSW-ACT Branch Postdoctoral Award 30 April No applicants 

Clinical Scientist Continuing Education Award 31 May No applicants 

Joe Levey Country Travel Award 20 June No applicants 

Clinical Scientist Recognition Award 30 June No applicants 

NSW-ACT Branch Mycology Award 15 July No applicants 

University Prizes 2014  
University of Sydney – Callum Jamieson 
University of New England –  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Awards 
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ASM NSW-ACT BRANCH 

53rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2013 

MINUTES 
 

Date: Wednesday 20
th

 August 2013 

Venue: Waterview, Bicentennial Park, Sydney 

Attendance:  29 

Meeting Opened: 6:25pm    

Meeting Closed: 7:45pm 

Chairperson: Ruth Hall  Minute Taker: Peter Huntington 

 

APOLOGIES 

Bill Crozier, Jennifer Van Laarhoven, Josie Lategan, Ruiting Lan, Sharyn Walker, Kerry Weeks, Nusrat Homaira, Slade Jensen, Jose 
Burgos-Portugal, David Dickeson, Anna Maria Muscio. 

MINUTES OF THE 52nd AGM 2012 
Previous minutes accepted by Kerry Varettas and Alan Heritage 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Ruth Hall 
This special edition of Syntrophy focuses on the ASM NSW-ACT State Branch 53rd Annual General Meeting which will be held next 
Tuesday 20th August at the Waterview in Bicentenial Park, Hombush. In it you can find out what the year has held for the Society 
and for the State Branch as it contains most of the reports to be tabled. Bring it along to the AGM as we will not be providing 
additional copies.  

This year we had significant change to the committee membership as several of our long serving members moved on to other 
things.  A further big change happened just before the end of 2012 when Gillian Scott moved on to a new workplace role and, as a 
consequence, stepped down as Secretary. Our thanks go to Gillian for her sterling efforts in that role. Peter Huntington agreed to 
step into the Secretary's job at very short notice and has proven he is an outstanding organizer and record keeper. Peter together 
with Natasha Pavic  has also ensured that Syntrophy comes together and is delivered to members on time. Thank you Peter. 

After this year's AGM we are again losing some long serving and highly valued members - Peter Hansen, Kerry Varettas and Bruce 
Wong will all be leaving us. Our thanks for their valuable contributions over the years. However, we are thrilled that we have 
several nominations for incoming committee members, and that they come from various workplace backgrounds bringing both 
new blood and new perspectives to the committee. We will vote them in on Tuesday.  

The Society is for you, our members and to promote Microbiology. The committee's role is to facilitate, organize or support events 
that our members want. SIG convenors play a key role putting on events that are relevant and well attended, and I'm sure that 
members appreciate their contribution. However, how best to cater to those who are not currently the focus of events organized at 
the State level remains an issue we are working on. You too could organize an event in your area of interest and we will advertise it 
and provide financial support. We are also keen to hear about ways to encourage more people to join the Society. 

Our heartfelt thanks go to our loyal sponsors whose help allows us to do the things we do.  

At the AGM, the Chair will pass to our current Chair Elect, Charlotte Webster. I know that she will very ably steer State Branch 
activities for the next 2 years. All the best Charlotte. 

http://www.theasm.com.au/docs/home/default.asp
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2012 – 2013 NSW-ACT Branch Committee 
Ruth Hall  
Chairperson 
School of Molecular Bioscience 
University of Sydney 
E-mail: Ruth.Hall@sydney.edu.au  

Gillian Scott  
Branch Secretary (to December 2012) 
UNSW 
Formerly:Virology Division POWH  

Peter Huntington 
Branch Secretary (from February 2013) 
PALMS , Royal North Shore Hospital, Sydney 
E-mail: Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au 

Jim Manos  
Branch Treasurer 
Infectious Diseases and Immunology 
University of Sydney 
E-mail: Jim.Manos@sydney.edu.au 

Charlotte Webster 
Chair elect 
Microbiology Department 
Concord Hospital, Sydney 

Nick Coleman 
University of Sydney  

Peter Hansen  
University of Technology, Sydney  

Ruiting Lan 
University of NSW, Sydney  

Daniel Seed 
Microbiology Department, Concord Hospital, Sydney 

Thiru Vanniasinkam 
Charles Sturt University  

Kerry Varettas 
South Eastern Area Laboratory Services. Microbiology Department, Kogarah 

Bruce Wong 
PALMS, Royal North Shore Hospital, Sydney  

Auditor 
John Richardson 

Branch Activities – NSW & ACT 
The NSW ACT branch of ASM seeks to facilitate the bringing together of microbiologists, especially members, promote 
microbiology and ASM  

Made possible by:  

 ASM capitation 

 Book royalties 

 Our sponsors 

Note: Support is open to branch members only. 

mailto:Ru.Hall@sydney.edu.au
mailto:Jim.Manos@sydney.edu.au


SYNTROPHY VOLUME 15 | Issue 2014: AGM 10 

 

 

Meeting Support – NSW & ACT 
The NSW ACT branch of ASM continues to facilitate the bringing together of microbiologists, especially members. 

The branch advertises meetings free of charge in Syntrophy, offers financial support towards the organisational costs - venue hire, 
speaker costs, light refreshments; holds equipment to facilitate these meetings - book through the Secretary, Peter Huntington 

Maintains a website (www.asmnsw.com.au) 

Members are encouraged to refer requests for support, via email, to the branch secretary for consideration by the committee. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS  
The strength in the NSW ACT Branch lies with the Special Interest Groups and their conveners and members.  
We have seen several SIG meetings:  

CS&M Convener 
Deanne Byers 
3 events 

Clinical Conveners 
Peter Huntington & Kerry Varettas 
5 events 

CAPSIG Conveners 
Paul Priscott (and committee) 
3 events 

Mycology Convener 
Kerry Weeks 
1 event 

JAMS  Conveners 
Federico Lauro (and committee) 
5 events 

Thank you and Please keep up the good work 

Some SIGs are not currently active & in need of conveners:  

 Virology  

 Parasitology 

Student Convenors 
Peter Hansen & Thiru Vanniasinkam  

JAMS incorporated in February 2013 and consequently left ASM. This SIG is in need of replacement. 

Goldsworthy Memorial Lecture 
9th October 2012 
 Prof  Bill Rawlinson, SEALS, Prince of Wales Hospital 
 “Viral infections of pregnant mothers and their babies – research to reduce virus transmission”  

2012 CHRISTMAS MEETING 

Wednesday 5
th

 December @ Yiamas Greek Taverna, St Peters 
A big thank you to Nick Coleman 

BD Student Award Evening 

26th March 2013 at UTS 
Thank you to Peter Hansen for organization and Judges 

 Peter Huntington 

 Liz Harry 

 Ruiting Lan 
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Not as many student applications, but well attended by supporters. 

Visiting Speaker Programme 
The VSP programme is again up and running:  
Information is on the ASM website 
Peter Traynor is the National Convener - application is through him 
Each State Branch now has a VSP coordinator - ours is Ruiting Lan   

In July, following the Annual Scientific Meeting we hosted 2 VSP speakers: 

 Prof. Jizhong Zhou - Oklahoma University 

 Prof. Gisela Stortz – NIH 

We also hosted Simon Foster 

Members 
The strength in the NSW ACT Branch lies with the Special Interest Groups and their convenors and members.  

It would be good to have the involvement of others to help arrange other meetings or offer suggestions. It can’t be left to just a few 
people. Ideas are always warmly received! 

Sponsors 
This year our core sponsorship companies remained loyal and one more joined them. Our sponsors are:  

 bioMérieux  

 Merck Millipore  

 BD (Becton Dickinson)  

 Edwards  

 Thermo Fisher Scientific  

 Diagnostic Technology 

 Abacus ALS 

A huge thank you for your support for the Society and its members. Thanks also to our Sponsorship coordinator Daniel Seed. 

The assistance of industry is becoming more difficult in these tougher financial times but some Companies continue to be able to 
provide support. We thank them immensely.  

Royalties from Microbiology Compendium 
“PCR for Clinical Molecular Microbiology – an Australian and International Perspective”  

Carter, I.W.J.; Schuller, M.; James, G.S.; Sloots, T.P.; Halliday, C.L. (Eds.)  

Published by Springer in hard copy and as e-book compiled under the guidance of former Committee member Margaret Schuller. 
Our thanks to all who contributed - your book was one of the top 25% most downloaded eBooks in the relevant Springer eBook 
Collection in 2012. 
To further widen the distribution of your book, it has also been made available as an Amazon Kindle eBook version. 

Awards Committee 
The Awards Committee continues to work on a better managed award scheme. All award specifications can be found on the 
branch website. A number of initiatives have also increased the prizes and awards offered to our members especially clinical. This 
will be ongoing!  All ideas are welcome. 

A lot of awards, few applicants 

New Awards: 

 Undergraduate Student Prizes for Universities with Microbiology majors 

 Clinical Scientist - to attend a meeting equivalent to the PostDoc award 

Announcing tonight: 

 Clinical Microbiology Laboratory Book Award - up to $120 for or towards a relevant text. 

Details on State Branch website and in August Syntrophy. 

Welcome suggestions that industrial microbiology could have a similar award 
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Encourage other award suggestions to be emailed to secretary 
 

Newsletter 
The NSW branch newsletter ‘Syntrophy’ continues in the current electronic version.  
Supplementary “On the Fly” announcements of meetings and events are also distributed when necessary. 
Thank you to our ‘admin assistant’ Natasha Pavic for maintaining the high quality newsletter and keeping us on track. 

NSW-ACT Branch Website 
http://www.asmnsw.com.au   

Ups and downs with the website: harmonise with National website, then National changed what they were doing. 
The website gets better and better. Check it out.  
Thank you to Daniel Seed for website maintenance and improvement. 

Microbiology Education 
Number of committee members committed to microbiology in schools. 
Helped JAMS by giving support for science unleashed at the Australian Museum for school students. 
We are supporting the microbiology even for high school by university of Wollongong. 

New Members 
This year we have welcomed many new members. 
ASN provides us with updated lists of NSW-ACT members. 

Committee Members Departing 
Leaving the committee:  

 Kerry Varettas - committee for 8 years - secretary for 6 years 

 Peter Hansen - committee for 9 years - treasurer for 7 years 

 Bruce Wong - committee member for 6 years 

THANK YOU Kerry, Peter and Bruce 

Thanks 
Overall, thanks must go to:  
Our hard working Committee and the roles they take on to move forward!  
And Natasha Pavic our administrative assistant who bears a high load coordinating sponsors and Syntrophy. 
And the SIG convenors. 
It is they, the SIGs and YOU that make the year a success! 

Future planned activities 
Continue our current direction and support for SIGs and members via meetings and awards as well as enhancing education and 
teaching at both primary as well as at a secondary level. 

Hope to offer more for our Student members. 

TREASURER’S REPORT- JIM MANOS 
Thanks to Peter Hansen for his help getting Jim up to speed. 

Report as circulated (below) 
Interest has gone down: $4977 
Sponsorship down: $9300 
Capitation slightly less: $9351 
SIG meeting costs higher: $8084 
More meeting/speaker support: $2423 
Christmas party cost less 
Spent more than received: -$2352 (Year to end March 31, 3013) 
Total cash balances: $114,473 

Ruth noted that National financial report shows NSW-ACT having a much higher balance. 

National Auditor combined SIG money with branch money based on state where the SIG held their bank accounts 

 

http://www.asmnsw.com.au/
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ASM 75th and 76th NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Friday 8

th
 February 2013, Sunday 7

th
 July 2013 

Reported to NSW-ACT Branch by Ruth Hall 

National office doesn’t fund chair’s attendance at national council meeting anymore 

MAJOR DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
The Society is in the black again. Use of income from sale of premises not decided 
Vice president communication - Jack Wang (Queensland). 

ASN costs $20/member + $58,000 
This represents a saving of about $30,000 
Should be $27/member (ASN should be doing financial investments and audit)  
Currently paying Figures are Us + Bell Partners (Contracts need to be terminated - this could not be done at the 2013 AGM because 
of failure to notify members in advance). 

Microbiology Australia   
 Back to print version (CSIRO Publishing) 
 Can elect electronic   
 1800/2200 members take print - very popular  
 Returns are very low (about 50) 

State Branch issues 
 NSW-ACT is thought to hold too much cash in reserves 
 NSW-ACT does less for students than other States 
 Student members of the Branch Committee were recommended for all States 

ASM MEETINGS: 
Adelaide July 2013 – Chris Ossowicz:  
 700 target 
 554 attendees - only 293 full registration 
 was a financial success (predicted $27K profit) 

Melbourne July 2014 - Enzo Palombo 

Canberra July 12-15, 2015 - Mike Manefield (UNSW) 
 Canberra convention centre 
  Volunteers? 

Reports from Special Interest Groups 
Refer to AGM Syntrophy issue. 

Branch Award Winners 2011 – 2012 
This year's award winners are: 
BD student award - Laura Nolan, UTS 
ASM branch student prize  - Rita Ripa, UTS 
Postdoctoral award - Christopher Harmer, Sydney University 
Undergraduate student encouragement award  - No applicants 
James Vincent Scholarship in Microbiology  - ? 
Branch Mycology Award 2013  - No applicants 

Proposed changes to by-laws 
Editing text that doesn’t make sense. 

2.7  

The Branch Treasurer shall be responsible for the financial statement to be presented to the Branch records before this time 

The Branch Treasurer shall be responsible for the financial statement to be presented to the Branch Committee, Branch Annual General Meeting, 
ASM National Office, for audit, and as otherwise required. 

 

2.8 

Committee members failing to attend 3 consecutive Committee meetings without a plausible explanation will be removed from office 
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6 

STUDENT PRIZE Each year the Branch shall award a student prize to the outstanding undergraduate in Microbiology who has completed studies 
in the previous calendar year and who is committed to a career in Microbiology. The prize shall be reimbursement of the cost of travel and 
attendance at the National Annual Scientific Meeting in the year of the award. 

The Branch committee depending upon current budgets, the standard of applicants and the number of applicants may consider additional 
awards. 

 

4.6 

A suitably qualified Auditor, who shall not be an incoming Committee member, shall be elected at each Annual General Meeting. He shall audit 
the Branch Financial Statement prepared by the Branch Treasurer for presentation at the next Annual General Meeting. 

 

9.1.  

Groups may elect to maintain a separate bank account or to ask the Branch Treasurer to act on their behalf.  

 

9.2.  

If a separate bank account is maintained, the Group shall appoint a Group Treasurer, who shall forward a detailed financial statement to the 
Branch Treasurer each year prior to the Branch Annual General Meeting.Gene 

 

10.1 

The management of each Group shall ensure that a Group Representative be appointed to liaise with the Branch Committee, and where a 
separate bank account is maintained, a Group Treasurer be appointed also. 

Votes on By-law changes: 

 2.7 reports - carried unanimous 

 2.8 word meetings - carried unanimous 

 6 student prize – carried unanimous 

 4.6 auditor clause moved – carried unanimous 

 9.1, 9.2, 10.1 groups have accounts/treasurer – carried unanimous 
 

Election of Office Bearers and Auditors for 2012 – 2013 
2013 - 2014 Committee 

Chairperson 
Charlotte Webster   Concord Hospital 

Treasurer  
Jim Manos    University of Sydney 

Chair and Treasurer continue. 

Secretary  
Peter Huntington   PaLMS, Royal North Shore Hospital 

Peter Huntington – only nomination for Secretary.  

Carried unanimous 

 

Nominations for committee as listed: 

Current Members re-nominated: 
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 Ruth Hall    University of Sydney (Past Chairperson)  

 Ruiting Lan    UNSW 

 Thiru Vanniasinkam   Charles Sturt University, Wagga 

 Daniel Seed    Concord Hospital 

 Nick Coleman    University of Sydney 

New members nominated: 

 Nicola Petty    University of Technology Sydney 

 Tim Newsome    University of Sydney 

 Slade Jensen    University of Western Sydney 

 Josie Lategan    Macquarie University 

 Mitchell Brown    Westmead Hospital 

 Bobby Dimitriovski   Prince Alfred Hospital 

 Sashi Anantham    University of Sydney (Student member) 

 Jose Burgos-Portugal  University of NSW (Student member) 

Carried unanimous 

Auditor- John Richardson, elected for another year 

Carried unanimous 

Next 
DINNER & MICRO TRIVIA QUIZZ. 
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1. DEFINITION 

1.1. The New South Wales – Australian Capital Territory Branch of the Australian Society for Microbiology, Inc., 

hereafter "the Branch", is based on the geographical area of New South Wales and the Australian Capital 

Territory until such time as National Council decrees otherwise. 

2. BRANCH MANAGEMENT 

2.1. The affairs of the Branch shall be managed by the Branch Committee, elected annually from and by members of 

the Branch. 

2.2. The Branch Committee shall consist of the Executive (Chairperson, Chairperson elect, Secretary and Treasurer) 

and a maximum of twenty (20) Committee members, including the 4 executive members. 

2.3. The Executive and the Committee members shall be elected as specified in clause 4. 

2.4. The Branch Committee shall meet at least six (6) times during each year of office, with the chairperson or his 

nominee presiding.  Five (5) members of the Branch Committee including two (2) members of the Executive 

shall constitute a quorum. 

2.5. The Branch Committee may elect other officers, such as an Assistant Secretary, from among its members at any 

time, and may co-opt other Branch members for specific tasks or subcommittees as deemed necessary. 

2.6. The Branch Secretary shall be responsible for the keeping of minutes of Committee Meetings and General 

Meetings, dealing with correspondence on behalf of the Branch Committee and the notification of all Branch and 

Group functions to all members of the Branch. 

2.7. The Branch Treasurer shall be responsible for the financial statement to be presented to the Branch Committee, 

Branch Annual General Meeting, ASM National Office, for audit, and as otherwise required. 

2.8. A suitably qualified Auditor, who shall not be an incoming Committee member, shall be elected at each Annual 

General Meeting.  He shall audit the Branch Financial Statement prepared by the Branch Treasurer for 

presentation at the next Annual General Meeting. 

2.9. Committee members failing to attend 3 consecutive Committee meetings without a plausible explanation will be 

removed from office. 

3. GENERAL MEETINGS 

3.1. The Branch Annual General Meeting shall be held in August of each year, with at least thirty-(30) days notice 

being given to all Branch members.  Resolutions to be considered at the Annual General Meeting shall be 

circulated by the Branch Secretary to all Branch members at least thirty (30) days prior to the Annual General 

Meeting. 

3.2. At the volition of the Branch Committee, or by petition from fifteen (15) members, a General Meeting may be 

convened at any time.  Business at such a meeting shall be confined to matters of which at least thirty (30) 

days notice has been given by the Branch Secretary to all Branch members. 

3.3. Fifteen (15) members of the Branch shall constitute a quorum at any General Meeting including the Annual 

General Meeting.  Resolutions shall be passed by a simple majority vote of members present. 

4. ELECTION OF BRANCH COMMITTEE 

4.1. Nominations for elected positions on the Branch Committee, that is, for positions on the Committee, and an 

Honorary Auditor, shall be submitted in writing to include the signature of the nominee and two members of the 

Branch as proposer and seconder. 

4.2. Should more than the required number of nominations be received for any elected position on the Committee, a 

secret ballot shall be conducted by the Branch Secretary at the Annual General Meeting. 

4.3. The Branch Committee shall take office when the election results are announced at the Annual General Meeting 

and shall hold office until the corresponding time at the next Annual General Meeting. 

4.4. The Executive normally shall be elected for a term of two years. The chairperson elect and treasurer shall be 

elected on the alternate year to that of the Election of the Chairperson. The Branch Chairperson shall not serve 

for two consecutive terms although the Secretary and Treasurer may do so. If there are no nominees for 
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Chairperson, or in other unusual circumstances, the Chairperson's term may be extended for one term by a 

simple majority vote of members present at an Annual General Meeting. 

4.5. Nominates for an executive position must have served a minimum of 12 months on the branch committee to be 

eligible. 

4.6. The Branch Committee shall have the power to fill any casual Committee vacancy except that of a Group 

Representative, where the relevant group management shall have such power. 

4.7. The Branch Committee shall not exceed a total of 20 members (including the executive) and should (where 

possible) be comprised of members representing diverse microbiological disciplines. 

4.8. All nominations for office bearers should be sent in writing to the standing committee before the Annual General 

Branch Meeting (AGM). All committee members must be officially nominated at every AGM to remain on the 

committee. 

4.9. Nominations for any of the committee positions will not be accepted from the floor at the AGM unless the 

position is vacant without nomination at the AGM. 

5. GOLDSWORTHY MEMORIAL LECTURE 

5.1. In even numbered years, the Branch shall sponsor a lecture to the memory of Neil Goldsworthy, pioneer lecturer 

in Medical Microbiology in this State.  An eminent Australian microbiologist in any field will be chosen to deliver 

what shall be known as the "Goldsworthy Memorial Lecture". 

6. BRANCH SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

6.1. To encourage dissemination of knowledge in particular areas of microbiology, Groups specialising in such areas 

may exist within the Branch.  Branch Groups are distinct from National Groups established under the aegis of 

National Council. 

6.2. By letter to the Branch Secretary, an individual or group may request formation of a Group or affiliation of an 

existing Group with the Branch.  Branch Committee shall consider such requests and inform all Branch members 

of the request and the decision taken. 

6.3. All members of the Society shall be entitled to attend and participate in any Group function.  However, the 

Group responsible shall have the right to charge a fee, to limit the number of participants and/or to specify 

minimum qualifications for participation to ensure the satisfactory operation of a particular function. 

6.4. Group functions shall be advertised to all Branch members via the branch Newsletter except in exceptional 

circumstances. 

6.5. Non-members of the Branch who have an interest in the activities of a Group and who receive notice of Group 

functions shall be known as Group Affiliates.  Group Affiliates shall have voting rights in all matters under the 

control of the group to which they belong, but shall have no other status within the Branch or Society, and shall 

not have Branch or Society publications circulated to them on a regular basis. 

6.6. The management of each group shall be at the discretion of that particular Group. 

6.7. Group members or the Group Committee shall elect or nominate a Group Representative who shall represent 

the Group in Branch affairs. Group Representatives shall be Branch members, and shall normally hold office for 

at least one year.  Group Representatives may attend Branch Committee meetings. 

7. FINANCE 

7.1. A Group may apply to the Branch Committee for financial assistance to enable the staging of any function, 

provided that such application be made at least thirty (30) days before such function. 

7.2. Any of the above stated awards and financial obligations on the committee are subject to terms and conditions 

as determined by a unanimous vote of the branch committee. 

7.3. The New South Wales – Australian Capital Territory Branch of the Australian Society for Microbiology, Inc., 

financial year ends on the 31st March of each year. 

8. OBLIGATIONS 

8.1. The management of each Group shall ensure that a Group Representative be appointed to liaise with the Branch 
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Committee. 

8.2. Each Group shall endeavour at all times to co-ordinate with the Branch and other Groups in the organisation of 

functions, to ensure the efficient operation of the Branch and the advancement of the science of Microbiology. 

9. AMENDMENT OF THESE BYLAWS 

9.1. Branch Bylaws may be established or amended by a two-thirds majority of members voting at a General 

Meeting, properly constituted as detailed in Clause 3. 

 

N.B. Sections 4.4 and 6 were amended and passed by the Branch at the 1984 Annual 
General Meeting. 
 

Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 4.1, 8.7 and 8.9.1 were amended and passed by the 
Branch at the 1992 Annual General Meeting. 
 
Sections 2.2, 4.4, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 6 and 9.4 were amended and passed by the Branch at the 2002 Annual General 
Meeting 
 
Sections 1, 2.2, 3.1, 4.6, 4.7 and 9.5 were amended and passed by the Branch at the 2010 Annual General 
Meeting 
 
Sections 2.7, 2.8, 2.9, 4.6, 6.0, 9.1, 9.2 and 10.1 were amended and passed by the Branch at the 2013 Annual 
General Meeting, with sections 5 to 11 re-numbered as required. 
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ASM CONTACT DETAILS 
ASM NSW-ACT Branch Chair 
Charlotte Webster 
T. +61 2 9767 6642 
E. charlotte.webster@sswahs.health.nsw.gov.au  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Secretary 
Peter Huntington 
T. +61 2 9926 4329 
F. + 61 2 9926 4081 
E. Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au  

ASM NSW-ACT Branch Treasurer 
Jim Manos 
T. +61 2 9351 8942 
E. jim.manos@sydney.edu.au 

 

ASM National Office 
PO Box 375 
South Melbourne VIC 3205 
AUSTRALIA 

T. 1300 656 423 
F. 1300 655 841 
E. admin@theasm.com.au  

 

 
  

 

National ASM 
www.theasm.org.au 

 

ASM NSW-ACT Branch 
www.asmnsw.com.au 

Syntrophy is distributed via email to ASM Members located in NSW-ACT using details included on the 
ASM National Office database.  

Submissions and enquiries can be directed to the Branch Secretary Peter Huntington at 
Peter.Huntington@health.nsw.gov.au 

Organisations with research opportunities or companies seeking to fill positions are welcome to place 
an advertisement in an upcoming issue of Syntrophy. Please contact the Syntrophy Coordinator with 
your details for inclusion. 
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